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(As DICTATED BY HERSELF) 


Who was a poor, blind woman among the 
People called METHopISTs, but rich towards 
Gop, and illuminated with the light of life. 


* To which are added, 
SOME OF HER 


LETTERS AND HYMNS. 


BI THE Rev. EDWARD SMY TH-. 

TA — . phe ue head ue hen 4 
The poor have the goſpel preached to them. Mat. xi. 5 
i Hearken, my beloved Brethren, hath not God choſen the 
: poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the king- 
y . dom, which he hath promiſed to them that lobe him ? 


openeth Fs eyes of the blind. Pl. exlvi; 8. Jeſus 
| —_ in Spirit, and ſaid, I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things 
(the myſteries of the ae of heaven) from the wife 
= prudent, and haſt revealed them unto babes. Luke 
x. 21. Where is the wiſe® Where is the Scribe? 
Where is the Diſputer of this world ? Hath nit God 
made fooliſh the wiſdom of this world ? 1 Cor. i. 20. 
The fooli neſs of God is wiſer than men, and the <veak- 
| neſs of God is ftronger than men. 1 Cor. i 25. | 
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* e have deſpiſed the poor. James ii. 5, 6. The 
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Mr. Alexander Boyle, awake 6 Copies. 
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The Editor Has been obliged to omit the names of 
ſome Subſcribers, as they were oo Fes known 
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page 5 Lire B after ſeali, add 1 5 
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23 
— 24 


88 


101 
103 
118 


118 
132 


33 


8 leave out the comma after which. 
31 for though, read thought. 
13 for ſcriptures, read ſcripture. 
26 for intreated, read entreated. 
38 for jarrs, read) 1 
22 for than, read then. 
20 for beſeeched, read beſought. 
29 for bid, read bade. 
28 for hors „read her”s. 
25 for deſart, read deſert. 


12 for cloathes, read clothes. 


31 for recommendatiou, read recommen- 
dation. 
16 for. independant, read rnd pendent. 


11 for farewel, read farewell. - 


22 for generons, read generous. 
23 for hindred, read hindered. 
36 before rejoicing, leave out a. 
11 for eig it, read ſeven. 

15 for * read thorny. 
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Iv CHs the, ſcepticiſm and infidelity. of this 
untoward generation, that I have all reaſon to be- 
lieve the following extraordinary [Narratives will. 
de looked upon as the reſult of fanaticiſm. If the 
Scriptures themſelves (which have been written by. 
holy men of God who were moved, by the Holy GA 
are made the ſubject of ridicule, how can this work 
poſſibly eſcape. the defaming. tongues: of . ungodly: 
men? But, though fools may ſay. in their heart, 
© there is no Gop”—though. profane ſcaffets may, 
" ſhoot out their arrows, even bitter words, in order 
to wound the vitals of pure and undefeled._ Rehigion, 
yet the Almighty Author of it, who ſitteth upon 
the circle of the heavens, ſhall laugh them;to ſcorn 
in the day of Ait, anger, and his truth ſhall; ſtand. 
immoveable, maugre all the oppoſition of earth 
r 
All glory be aſcribed to him Who has not left 
himſelf without witneſſes in the world! Thou- 
ſands are now living, who, from heart-felt expe- 
rience, can declare, that the goſpel is not à cun- 
ningly deviſed fable, but, the  pawer of God 6 
their ſalvation. HU eG BC LG 


CL \ 


2 e. 


Among this cloud of witneſſes was the Author of 
the following pages: She Was a woman of the 
meanelt parentage, ſprung &x ima fæcò populi, from 
the loweſt dregs of the people. Deprived of ſight 
in her infancy, ſhe had not the eaſt advantage 
from education, nor could-ſhe derive any know- 
ledge from the converſe of her poor, illiterate 
parents. But after the Father of lights, from whom 

e every goed and, e gt, had, called 

bes her by his grace, and made ier wife unto ſalvation, 
en Frfeovered ſuch 4 brightneſs. of under- 
rectory and ſuch uncommon fluency of ſpeech, 
as excited the admiration of all that-knew her. 
Anointed with the un&ron of the Fly-One above her. 
fellows, and endowed With many 'Jpiritual gifts, AM ſhe. 
became 4 gige 0 "the Wi, e. a. light of them wy 
which at „ darkneſs." She was not only tauglit 
the truth. "as it Is. mn Flut, but Was. enabled alſo 0, 
teach ir to' others,” in fo forcible and convincing a 
manner, that," tony, own knowledge, ſeveral have 
been turned from the or ror of theik. apt, thro? the 
| ientality of. Her feryent pray ers, and lively- 
exho #tions: And T'am well perſuaded. that the, - 
wifF have more converts for her- (raWwn of. re rejoicing, 75 
in day of Hh Lowp Jesvs, than many, of our = 


| letter-Tear "\ Rabbis, Who. are ellektned as OY 
Grace 9 World. Nee 
Indeed, dan never think of her but with won- 


der: "Pi 165 gh they have daily opportunities of 
ſearching the Scriptures) were better acquainted 
with the outward Keen and fewer ſtil}, with the 
inward/ſpitit a and' meaning of them. This was the, 
mort fingular;” as ſhe ſeldom. could get any one to 
read the Bible to her, but poor ſtammering Coun- | 
trymen. 3 
At the cloſe of ket life J have given ſome hg 


cimens of her * which, I think, are by no 
. | means 


R R R N a © R. 3 
means deſpicable; : And from them we may gueſs 
what a great genius ſhe. would haye diſplayed, 
had it been properly ,cultivated, , tis true, in- 
deed, that ſome of them required to „ 
and altered a little, - Wen abb reift for public 
inſpection. „Ai ni i 1 

Fler gift in en was truly aflvniliiag., She 
had ſuch diverſity. of matter, and ſuch a talent for 
adapting her petitions to the Rates of the ſouls ſne 
was recommending to Gan that, though ſhe | 
would pray for a conſiderable time, yet none 
could truly ſay, Mat a p Ii And as 
| hermouth, ſpoke dut of the, abuntlance'of her feel-. 
ing heart, this 5 1 eee More: 551 
mated andꝙowerſoul. 

Her language, also, i in inst e e for 
in public harangues, was nervous and bathetie, and 
even mere grummatical than chat of numbers who 
have been taught at the Schools, But, indeed, ſhe 
needs no Panegrritt- The Accountſhehas-heregiveh, 
us of her life, and the.Yealings of Go with her 
ſoul, will ſpeak more forcibh for her than, any 
words of mine: And when it be confidered,' that it 
is written almoſt, verbatim as ſhe: herſelf delivered 
it, it muſt appear, to all unprejudiceti perſom, 
moſt er Te wal worthy of their 

ſeridus attention. an ten 
I do aſſure the Reader, that: there! are but vety, - 
few paſſages in it 1 have taken the liberty to cor- 
rect, und even theſe might not have needed the 
plus, if ſhe had been capable of writing herſelf : 
For it muſt be evident to every one, that even the 
moſt ſenſible man would find it a hard matter to 
dictate to another, withovt: making ſame blunders. 
It therefor e'any of the parts ſeein unconnected, or 
confuſed, It ſhould be remembered thgt he ſpoke 
to her me 1 1 the thoughts een 
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her mind, 400 that it was ds for her to ar- 
range them in that order, which other Authors 
might do, ho could reviſe their works over and 
over again. IT 15 UT SST ESR, TOOK 7-5 
| But I fear I do her injuſtice by making e | 
. for her; as J am inclined to think, that many, 
inſtead of making” critical remarks on her faults, 
will rather be , e heart to believe that ſhe ex- 
preſſed herſelf in fuch a correct, ſublime, ſenti- 
mental manner. Gop forbid that I ſhould be 
' found to have lying: lips, either on this, or any 
other occaſion! Many, who have had a perfo- 
nal knowledge of the woman herſelf, can teſtify 
that the ſtyle in which this book is written is agree- 
: able to her common mode of converſation. 
If, notwithſtanding this, any ſhould turn a deaf 
ear to what T aver, ànd give no manner of credit 
to it, Leannot help heir hardneſs of heart: But if 
they aſſent to the word of Go p, it might ſilence 
all their incredufityl Is it not written, that 40 
God's children ſball be taught of him, —that there a 
4 Spirit in man, and the Inſpiration of the Almig. 
giveth him under ſtanding that tie law ef the 2 
i perfect, | enlightening tie eyer, and mating uiſe 
ie fimple=that in tn lige, holineſs, the Way-- 


= faring men, "though Fools, ſball not err; for, rde. 


anoint ing «hich they receive of God teacketh Them: 
all things + Nay, are we not told; that Gov, in 
order to confound the pride of ſelf-ſufficient man, 
hides the" myſteries 4 77 ling dom from the wiſe and 
prudent, and revealt tem unto haber? Therefore, 
the moſt ignorant, unlettered peaſant that is born 
again from abobe that is made a child of 'God by 
the Spirit of udeprion, and that, ar @ new-born babe 
deſires the Aincere AAR of the word; thathe may grow 
thereby,” will be taught the ways of the LoxD 
f more 1 and will " wiſer in the "Got of 
g OD 


. 
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God, than. the moſt profound Phioſopher wid is 
deeply ſkilled in allt he different languages and ſci- 
ences of the globe, if he be without the guidance 
of the Spirit of truth. Recordingly, it may be 
frequently obſerved, that the wifeſt men in the 
world are the greateſt idiots in their opinions con- 

_ cerning Religion. They are ever leanning (as St. 
Paul ſpeaks, and never able to come to ts knotuledge 
of the truth. And, indeed; the reaſon is obvious. 
On account of their ſcientifick lore, they are puf- 
fed up in their fleſhly minds, they are tuiſe in their own 

ceoncelti they lean ts their own; underflanding,” and 

_ ſeek not that wiſdom which cometh 238 above, but 
account the inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt a mad- 
man's dream. That Gop; there efore, who re/i- 
'eth the proud, and giveth grace only to the humble, 

. .configns- them over to judicial blindneſd, ſo that 
they cannot ſee. Hence theſe remarkable words 
of the Apoſtle, ++ ſer your calling, -brethrenhow 

"that not many. wiſe men after | the fleſhy not many 
mighty, not many noble axe called. Hur God hath 
choſh the fooliſh things of the'wor dj td\confound the 
wife, and Go 7 5 cio ſen ue ens f Mug. of the 

world, to confruud the things Tohtich are Mighty: an 
baſe things o, tie world, and thing s-awhich- are de 
piſed hath God choſen, yea, and thingi which are not, 
to bring to nought things that are, that no fleſb ſhould — 

, gory in his preſence. 1 Cor. T. 26, &. 

Prom this paſſage we may eaſily argeünt för dhe | 

_ heavenly wiſdom which is diſcernible in the enſuing 
work, as alſo for that lack: of (ſpiritual triowledge, 
which is equally diſcernible to tKeillaminated/mind. 
in the writings of thoſe, who have formed their ſeve- 
ral ſyſtems of divinity from books, and ſeminaries 
of learning, and whoſe: faith eve wif 
* a nat in'the power of. God. | 


By 574 When 
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WMhen with a meek and lowly heart, like Mats, 
we lie at the feet of Ixs vs, the great Prophet of 
the Church, to learn the leſſons of his grace when, 
like Samuel, we cry out, . Speak, Lord, for thy 
Servant rah, then fe ofpeneth our ears, and 
- fealeth our Inſirulion, and. enlightens- us with the | 
light of tlie living. But if we. vainly think to 
fathom. and ſearch the deep things e God, with 
the ſhort line of our intellectual powers, we 
ſhall find them altogether unſearchable, and we 
ſhall. be left to the folly of our own bewildered 
imaginations. Except he that has the key of Da- 
vid, opens our ears to hear, our eyes to ſee, our 
hearts to underſtand, we muſt remain totally igno- 
rant of the faving, truths of, the goſpel—We ſhall 
be as.blind men groping, far the wat. and (to uſe 
the language of the Prophet) ie 21/7on of all will be- 
eme unte us, as the words of à bork that is ſealed, 
which: men deliver to "MO. that is learned, ſaxing, 
Read this, I pray tlee, and he Jaith, © I can- 
not, "for it: bs ſealed: Ig "And. tie bool is delivered to 
Aim that: is nth.” Learned, ching, ee 15 this, 1 
pray thee,” and lie ſaith, I am not ya Both 
the literati, and tlie illiterate will eq 1A "be at a 
loſs to comprehend- the Scriptures, 1 the Lo RD 
. £2. Jzsus, who alone i worthy to loofe the Seal, breaks 
. open, enlightens our darkened uncerſtanding, 
\ and gives us the ſpirit of wiſdom_and revelation, in 
the knowledge:of himſelf; God, and the things of 
his kingdom, can only be diſcovered by fupernatu- 
ral illumination. In wain de we try: to find them 
dut by the dec peſt reſeatehes of reaſon; This St. 
Paul maintains in the moſt explicit terms. The na- 
tural man (ſays He) receiveth not. the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foaliſhneſs unte him; 
f neither can he know them, ö they are pirit tual- 


ly 


- 


* 
j 4 * ** 
oe * 
11. 'F * 4 CS... 


P N EZ FE Ai CE 7 


y diſcerned. Though ws be well verſed in all the 
ſeveral branches of worldly ſcience, yet if we be 
natural men, guided only by the light of our cor- 
rupt, fallen nature, ſo far will we be from givi 
credit to the ſpiritual things of God, that they will 
appear mere fooliſbneſs to us: Nay, it will be ut- 
terly impoſſible for us to underſtand them, becauſe 
they are only diſtinguiſhable by that light, which, 
the Sun of righteouſneſs throws upon them. Spiri- 
tual things muſt be diſcerned by ſpiritual ſenſes, 
even as outward viſible things are diſcerned by our 
bodily ſenſes. Hence thoſe other words of St Paul, 
What man knoweth the things of a man, ſave the 
ſpirit of man which is in him: Even jo, the things 
of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God, No 
one can Poſſibly tell what paſſes in the mind of 
another. If our neighbour, or friend does not 
make his thoughts known to us, we can have no 
way of diſcovering them: Even ſo, no man can 
know what the mind of the Loxbp is, but that 
Spirit, who is eſſentially one with Gop, and who, 
conſequently, is alone capable of ſearching the deep 
things of God, and revealing them to the Sons of 
men, who. humbly look up to him for inſttuction. 
| May, then, all the Readers of this book, renounc- 
ing their own wiſdom, ſubmit themſelves: to the 
teachings of Gop's Spirit, that they may be en- 
abled to ſay, with the believing Corinthians, The 
things which God hath prepared for them that love 
him, he hath revealed unta us. by his Spirit: 
In the Homilies appointed to be read in our 
Churches, we find the following confirmation of 
the fundamental principle I have been endeavour- 
ing to eſtabliſh : And, furely, it ſhould have great 
weight with thoſe who profeſs themſelves; Mem- - 
bers of the Church of England. 1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


© Man's 


EA 
Man's human and worldty wiſdom or fciehce 
is not needful to the underſtanding of Scripture, 
«© hut ithe revelation of the Holy Ghoſt, Who in- 
« ſpireth the true meaning unto them, that with. 
ec humility and diligence do ſearch therefore. Let 
«© us thei? meekly call upon that bountiful Spirit, 
„ the Holy Ghoſt, Which 'proceedeth from our 
66 Father of mercy, and from our Mediator Chriſt, 
e that he would affiſt us, and inſpire us with hid 
** preſence, that in um we may be able to heat 
e the goodnefs of Gov declared unto us, to our 
ec ſalvation. For without his lively and fecret in- 
<« ſpiration, can we not once ſo much as ſpeak the 
% name of our Mediator (as St. Pau plainly teſti- 
& fieth) No man can call Feſur, Lord, but by | the 
% Holy Ghoſt: As far us (ſaith he) wwe have receiv» 
* ed not the ſpirit of the world, bur the' ſpirit which 
*' j5 of God, that we vitight Ine the things that are 
*: freely given lo us of God. The wiſe man faith, 
5 that, in the power and virtue of the Hol y Ghoft, 
be reſteth all ' wiſdom, and all ability 4 know 
«© Gop, and to pleaſe him: For he writeth thus 
10 We know that it is not in man's power te 
* guide his goings. No man can know thy plea- 
« fure, except thou giveſt wiſdom, and ſendeſt thy 
«| Holy Spirit from 'above. Send him down, 
% therefore, (prayeth he to Gon) from the holy 
e heavens, and from the throne of thy majeſty, 
e that he may be with me, and labour with me, 
e that ſo N Low what: is MAT ee "before: 
vc the.“ 1 ; 
10 Thus We ſee, in ended Ses with ele Prot 
and Apoſtles; | that the primitive Biſhops 
of the "Reformed Church were firmly convinced 
mat Gop alone can teach men t» profit 3. and 
- un all os wiſdom of the world can never make 
15 
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us wiſe in the things belonging to our everlaſting 
peace. Oh that all who read theſe lines may 'ac- 
knowledge the ſolemn truth, however mortifying 
to proud ſelf-exalting. nature, and ſo humble 
themſelves. as little children, that they may be 
taught of their Father which is in heaven, and of 
Jesvs Cn RIST, the Wonderful Counſellor, and of 
the Spirit of truth, who guideth the A of gov 
into "+ n {.. Amen! 80 be it 
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i Was born in Rs townland al Bal [ybreday. in 
the Pariſh of Killinchy. My Parents were in low 
circumſtances, yet their poverty did not hinder 


them from idolizing- me for above two years, 
when it pleaſed God to viſit me with the ſmall- 
pox, by which I was deprived of my eye-ſight, 
and thus rendered the object of their averſion, ſo 
that, they often wiſhed I had died, rather than 
ſee me deformed im that dreadful manner: And, 


ſuch was the pride of my deceitful heart, that f 
mourned. only for the loſs of my beauty, as I had 
been reckoned a very handſome infant, I found 


a ſecret propenſity to all childiſh pleaſures : But, 


when I was about nine years of age; even then 1 


had nets apprehenſions of the puniſhment that 


Was 


3 


"4 12-1 
was due to my fins, particularly, my ſcandalous 
neglect of the Lord's day. I was convinced there 
was no poſſibility for me to get to heaven in ſuch 
a carnal ſtate ; but, not being directed how to bet- 
ter myſelf, thought I muſt take the ſame chance 
with my neighbours. I made dreadful concluſi- 
ons concerning my final ſtate, being affured that 
Hell would be my everlaſting portion, and often 
ſaid within myſelf, '** What fhall I do to eſcape 
it ?? J begged of my Parents to take me to the 
Preſbzterian meeting, to which they conſented, 
with much reluctance, not being willing to give 
themſelves: the trouble of leading me. I remem- 
ber our Miniſter delivered his lecture fiom the 
xivth of Join? Goſpel, ſome words of which 
particularly ſtruck: me, F ye love me keep my 


commandments.” I could not apply the words to 


myſelf, well convinced that I loved not God, be- 
ing a love, of pleaſure more than nf lim; yetl- had 
a delight in hearing the ſcriptures expounded, and 

in liſtening to other. good books: One particular - 
ly ſhewing the neceſſity of ſecret prayer, had ſuch 
an effect on me, that I began to think I muſt pray, 
or damnation would be che conſequence. I was 
now about eleven years old. The evil Spirit in- 
jected into my mind; „ How can you expect 
Gop will hear the imperfect: petitions of ſuch a 
child?“ I remember — Lok p, help my 
ignorance, and teach me to pray, and give me 
an immediate anſwer to my requeſt.“ 75 then, 
entreated him to be mercifuĩ to my grand: mother 
(who was then very inn) and after making her 
meet for glory, to take her to bimſelf on the 
Wedneſday ſeinnight following. My prayer was 
anſwer ed, and I was thereby encouraged to per- 
- ſevere in ſupplication, day and night. I aſked 
5 of the LoxD grace and e Put knew not 
what 


| 8. | 

what they meant. It, alſo, became my deſire 
that Gob would give me my -eye-fight, that 1 
might learn from his word how to ſerve him 
hetter; and promiſed, I would make it my de- 
light to read the Scriptures, and to attend at 
Meeting every Sabbath-day. I alſo reſolved to live 


and die in a Miniſter's houſe. Al my delight wa 


in the Sainte, and in ſucſi as excelled in virtue, though 
I could not find any Chriſtians where I lived.” _ 
Hearing of one Mr. B— who lately came from 
the College, my neighbours began to tell me that 
I would love his company, as he was a real Chriſ- 
tian. Tt is a matter of admiration” to myſelf, to 
think what an inordinate affection I conceived for 
this young Preacher. My body and mind were 
both diſordered—my love for him continued 
above fix months; but I kept it a profound ſe- 
cret from all my friends. The chief motive that 
induced me to love him, was, chat he feared Gop. 
Tf T heard him but ſpeak, I was ſtruck with trem- 
bling. My colour was obſerved to change; but 
the diſtreſs of my foul was inconceivable. Oh, 
thought I, I have heard of being iet ef love to 
CurisT; but, Aas! this is no better than the 
love of the Creature. Indeed, I believe, if my paſ- 
ſion had continued a little longer, it would have 
proved the utter deſtruction of my ſoul and body. 
Upon the cynfideration of this, I was conſtrained 
ro call thus to Go p for deliverance, LokD, I be- 
ſeech thee, extinguith this flame, ſo inſenſibly 
kindled ia my breaſt, through the ſoft infinuation - 
of Satan — Satan I ſay, for it could be nothing 
elſe, although he appeared ke an Angel of light,. 
making me believe that my love proceeded only 
from a regard for religion. I inſtantly got power to 
cry that the Lord would fave me from this ſnarez * 
for, I was like one that was diveſted of all ſtrength: 
"WR | e I prayed 
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- I prayed that Jzsvs might become the object of 
my love, and that my affections might be ſet up- 
on things above, where he ſitteth at the right-hand 
of the Father. Oh the ſtruggle that my Spirit 
had to get free! My fervour in prayer increaſed 
much, *till the Loxp, in a miraculous way that 

I know not, delivered my ſoul. I was now about 
fourteen years of age, from which time I could 
not reſt, day. or night, till T knew what it was to 
love the Lokp Gop, with all my heart, and all 
my ſtrength. 

Ihe late infavadon that I was relieved "pk G 
although evil in itſelf, was productive of real good 
to my ſoul. I began to underſtand that nothing 
beneath the throne of Gop was worthy the eſti- 

mation of an immortal ſoul; but as yet, my de- 
fires/were-not weaned from earthly things; for I 
amuſed myſelf with vain ſongs, and idle jeſts, and 

thereby quenched the motions of the good Spirit 
of Gop, which was often drawing my heart to hea- 
venly enjoyments. I was a ſtrange, morley creature, 

ſerving both Gon and Mammon; but, in vain 1 
looked for help from any thing below the ſun, 
There were none to tell me the way to everlaſting 

life; and, not knowing that there was a preſent 

| ſalvation attainable, T often wondered what theſe 
words meant, The Lord who commandod the light to 
ſhine cut dar l nee, hath” ſbined in our marti, to 
ive tie light of the knowledge of ile ꝑliry of Sed, in 
the fate of Faſus C. Thought: I, tis ſome 
internal ſight, end, 851 I; above all creatures, 
have need of it. "Theſe words, alſo ſtruck me, 
"a expreffive of ſotlething peculiar, God hath giv- 
en unte us the carne of his Spirit, but never knew 
their meaning, till I found it in my. worthleſs 
heart. I had no outward teacher no inſtruction 
but from GOD. I wept, and prayed ſtill, that 
ö | 5 Fo he 
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he would bleſs me with the recovery of my ſight ; 
and, once wiſhing that he might give me. a view 
of this world, in a dream, JIxEsus appeared to 
me enthroned in glory, which I looked upon as 
a rebuke to my prayer, and as an encouragement 
to make me ſeek his heavenly kingdom. WO 
One day, directed by the Spirit of Grace, I 
went into a neighbour's houſe, where a friend of 
theirs was converſing on the goodneſs of Gop. 
He repeated a text which he had heard on the 
Sunday before, from a Methodiſt - preacher, Be- 
hold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh; for, T 
work a work in your days, a work which you will, 
in no wiſe, believe, though a man declare it unto 
you.” From this he deduced the great uſefulneſs 
of the Methodiſt- Preachers, in turning many ſin- 
ners from darkneſs unto light. He then gave an 
account of the perſecutions which the people of 
Gop met with from the carnal. world; and par- 
ticularly mentioned the ſufferings of one Preacher 
of the Goſpel, who went to a ſtrange place to 
preach to heatheniſh people. His text was, Be- 
hn'd the Lamb of God who taketh away the fins of 
the. world. After hearing him, they made an 
effigy of a Lamb, and carried it about on their 
ſhoulders, crying, Behold the Lamb of God;“ 
and afterwards burned it, in contempt of the 
Preacher. But this did not ſuffice. them. They, 
alſo, put him into a ſack, and held him under 
water, threatening to drown him, ir he would 
not ceaſe preaching IESUSs. He ardently replied, 
Many waters cannot quench the love I have to 
the Lok p JEsus.“ Theſe words, were bleſſed to 
my ſoul in a peculiar manner. I ſat loſt in pen- 
ſive ſilence, and began to compare this with the 
word of Gop, a great part of which I had trea- * 
ſured up in my mind. I returned home, loſt in 
5 | ED 2 wonder, 
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1 
wonder. My Father told me I miſled hearing 2 
good ſermon. om William Dyer, the- title of which 
was, The everlaſting FATHER.” I replied, 
„ Lhope I ſhall hear it again, but I have been 
juſt now: liſtening to what I would rather hear 
than a ſermon,” My ſiſter made light of me for 
ſaying ſo, upon Wich I went to 8 and found 
no reſt. 

I now began to be BR HHP with an unuſusl 
diſturbance—a bleſled: diſtreſs from a ſenſe of my 
loſt condition. Getting up a great while before 
day, I went to prayer, and had a diſcovery. iven 
me of the inviſible kingdom of Satan. There 
were evidently preſented, as it were to my eyes, 


the miſerable Spirits in torment, and I heard the 


very groans and ſhriekings of the damned. I ſaw 
myſelt on the very precipice, ready to fall into 
that abyſs of miſery; but could even then rejoice, 


7 308 ſmall; degree, on on conſideration. of the blood 


of atonement, interpoſing betwixt me and wy 
def erved puniſhment. 

Thus, for about a month, I PEACHES inquiri 
comtiguetty, 6 What muft I do to be ſaved ? The 
Gon of all grace directed me to hear the experience 
of a good man, which was read to me out of a 
book. While he was meditating, he was con- 
ſtrained to cry out in theſe words, “ Oh, I find 

the love of CHRIS flow into my ſoul as a river.” 

I ftarted at the expreſſion, as one awaked out of 
ſleep. * Is it poſſible (thought I) that any one 
ſhould find the love of CHRIS in this manner, and 
be as ſenſible of it in their ſouls, as I would be of 
water poured out on my body ? Surely, then, this is 
an inward heaven, and Go p 75noreſpeter of per ſons : 

If he freely beſtowedit to one,why not to all,yhy not 
to me, however unworthy? From that inſtant, 
Tiound power to wreſtle in prayer with G op, being 
determined 


E 
cetermined with Jacob, not to let him go till he 
ihefſed me. My conſtant cry now was, Come 
thou King of glory, open the everlaſting door of 
my ſoul,-and enter in with all thy 8 I will 
not give fleep to my eyes, nor ſlumber to my 
eye-lids, till I find my heart an habitation of thy 
Holy Spirit.” Who can,conceive the agony. I was 
in? I was reſolved to periſh (if it were poſſible 
that any could periſh) at the feet of the bleeding 
REDEEMER. When juſt ready to give the expiring 
groan of deſpair, at that moment Jesus, came to 
my reſcue. I was cnabled to ſtretch forth the 
withered hand, and ſpiritually to touch the hem 
of his garment. The diſorder of my ſoul was in- 
ſtantly cured. I found the virtue of CHRͤ 's blood 
cancelling mine iniquities, and his love, as a 
mighty ſtream, ruſhing” into my ſoul. -Þ found 
the power | of fit re recti, Jelic me ſo, 
that "cold "truly, fay, I live, yet not J, but- . 
Chriſt Troeth in me OR the ecſtacy of joy 1 then 
felt! The langwag e of my heart was; *© Oh how 
Mall I praiſe thee, gt _ become my; falvation.. 
I find no words 1 ted to my ſtate in the e pſalms, 
according td Meeting dtraaflation, -Logp, 
teach” 1 8 kbw'*ro magnify tee, ang put a new 
7 'in- my : \mouth;? __ "He. inffantly. poured into 
| pe fp 1 of p ett f that 1: broke forth i in 
*hie : 


4875 Mowing words, was woll x47) 119 1 >vol 
What ſweet melodious voice I hear! 


3 Thou pardon'd ſou bebe of godd 7 1 
WE 4 1 Jr sus, ſpeak thy fins fotgixin : 
47 Enyoy the:earnefi; of thy hæavm ] 


Awake, my ſoul, e 5 
Beholc, with"thy imefior eyes, 
Thy bleeding Gop— But, ban it 
That he reveals himſelf in me! 2 


MA | on 6. bh wo TY WS Or, 


5 
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Or, i is it not a tranſient dream? - + / ; 
From whence this pure ſeraphic flame? 
From whence this foul tranf porting Road 
Which wafts my raviſhed ſoul fo G. 
From whence this quick ning pow'r 1 feel . 
The ſecret whiſper, © Peace be ſtill 
„ge ſtill and know that Tam he, 

Who dy'd, and roſe, to live in thee? 
% Revere, and own my kingly (pe) og 
„I come the man of fit to flay , 

«© And fill with rigbtebuſneſs divine, 

That Hungry, thirſty ſoul of thine” 


0 God's beloved, darling Som, WF 
Art Thou my righteouſneſs become 12 
My portion and {; lyation e OFT, 
+ 0 leaſures. AN 5 
| 2 e E. ry. eart? ; | 
0 . 3 fource thou art | 496 | 
On all that's precious, all that's otro = 
The panting, dying, Spirit's food---, . 
The loye-ſickſqu}s. re eſhin wine, 
My heavenly, light,, my. life, wine, Bal 
. glorious jeh m B perfect N 1 mo 
le center, of my; evry-blis. 2,0... 
VMI foul crys out “ It. is the 108 
26: Now lsthe dead to Hife reſfer' d! 120 
n uy Now is the loſt fought out and 5 
1 Proud * abas' d, and Nobr orown'd! 
i 8: eee e 2798 ed £2201 S1 SE 
in theſe iniperſe&t verſes is expreſſed but a little 
of the tranſport which I then feit in my newborn 
ſoul. My rapture continued for four days and four 
y nights without intermiſſion: '- All that time I Was 
like one tranſlated from earth to heaven. I found 
no neceſſity for fleep, and ſearce for eating or 
N The language of my ſoul was, N 


* 


19. 
be to Gon, and the Laus, who has loved me, 
and: waſhed me from my ſins in his own blood !” 
After this, I was loſt in ſilent wonder. The ſo- 
lemn awe which reſted upon me, was, indeed, an 
anticipation of heaven: But a few days after, 1 
found a new tranſport, of a very particular nature, 
being raviſhed-with a. muſical note, inconceivably 
ade. Surely, no muſick was ever comparable to 
It was continually ſounding in my cars for ten 
pO Oh the wiſdem---the goodneſs of Gop! 
He was pleafed, by this extraordinary manifeſta- 
tion, to wean my heart, from the love of vain 
ſongs, and earthly: muſick, ilgch bad pee! my 
darling delighhgr. ch 
There was now no no rom left to doubt his e 
Ho ground to ſuſpect that my joy was coun- 
terfeit. I was led ſeriouſly' to examine the effect it 
had on my heaat 3 and, upon the clofeſt inquiry, I 
found, that as it came from heaven, it led my 
affections heaven-ward. I was never weary of 
celebrating the praiſes of him that had done ſuch 
great things for me; therefore (being then unac- 
quainted with the hymns of the 22 its) 1 con- 
verted my favourite ſong- tunes to Rymns of my 
own compoſing. The Scribel and Phariſees im- 
mediately began to cry out, 4 Hold thy peace ;” 
but, ſure, had L taken their advice, the very 
ſtones might have cried out, “ :Hoſannah to him 
that cometh in the name / "the. Lord. NO 
My Father's houſe: were alt in arms againſt me 


———my-neighbours cried-out; *\ff-L-was an enthu- 


ſiraſt, and as turned in my head and all the oc- 

caſion 1 gave them for ſaying ſo, was, my with- 

drawing into a private apartment, to pour out my 
ſoul in pager and praiſes to Gob. I thought I 

was happie when alone——exempt from hearing 

their ä mirth. Oh the grat 8 owed 
owe 
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overflowed my ſoul! I was almoſt conſtrained to 
cry out in theſe words, O my God, withhold 
thy beneficent hand, or ſtrengthen and enlarge 
this earthly veſſel to contain the wine of the hea- 
venly pomegranates.” Sometimes, ready to ex- 
pire with eeſtacy of pure joy, I both expected 
and hoped to die no other death, and /onged to be 
diſſolved, and to be with Chrift, I cried, © Stay 
me with flagons---comfort me with apples, for J am 
ſick of love.” O bleſſed ſickneſs l It almoſt ren- 
dered my body incapable of living here. 
Once our Clergyman was deſired to come and | 
ſpeak! to me, and ['carneſtly longed for his viſit 
myſelf, that I might tell him a certain temptation 
- which I then did not know was from Satan. Anxi- 
© ous to be informed of the truth, I told my ſtate = 
to the wee — 7 I-fuppoſed to be a Chriſ- 
tian; 1 Wee Sir, Jam afraid I grieve 
Gon by pores having too much anxiety 
to 405 the to 150 with Gries At this time, IWas 
not certified of the doctrine of a preſent ſa vation 
from all ing but thought that the remains thereof 
muſt cleade te the body whilſt exiſting;; there. 
fore, I wiſhed! for death then, as 1 could per- 
ceive no riſing of lin, being fo happy in the love | 
of GOD. The" Reverend d Gentleman thus an- 
ſwered, c Oh Iztheſe are all Enthuſiaſtical- noti- 
ons, and then exhorted my ;pirents- to read di- 
verting books to ma, and [ang for à phyſician 
to inſpect into my diſorder: but my heart felled 
_ with-ſeraphic jo of which he ſeemed” 10 be en- 
tirely ignorant, as I ee Eber on another 
occaſion. Fg: Tr 2 i, wel 70 04; 47 
My poor Mother Laid to wit The Method; 72 
profeſs to know their ſins forgiven, but I dare 
fay, though you bea Miniſter, yon do not pretend 
0 e any ſuch thing” naps, from! it (anſwer- 
als | e d 


1 
Abe) expect no ſuch bleſſing upon earth. There 
was indeed, a certain inward comfort given to 
ſome that formerly were called to ſuffer with 
Cnlsr, in order to fapport them in the fire and 
water of affliction.“ He was a miſerable, comfort - 
er to me, and ſo were 1 the Blagns of our 
Church. 
My father's frail: were called. by: their ſelf⸗ 
| righteous neighbours,. the: beſt faints in; Killinchy, 
but I thought they were iraproperly termed Ciriſ- 
tiant. They: joined, with others is condemning 
me. All cried ont, wich one accord, againſt me, 
| ſomeſaying, « She-is mad. Others, She is an 
hypocrite ;“ while others again, more mildly con- 
cluded: thus, „She was a good Chriſtian from her 
Child- hood: But that man in Cymber (woe be un- 
to him l) has corrupted! her with new doctrine.“ 
4 Oh (faid many) what is become of all your 
fore - fathers ? are they all gone to hell 7“ No, 
_ (id I) ifchey died, having faith in the Lorn 
Ixsus CHRIS,“ and. then bid them look into 
their Catechiſm, to know what: that faith meant. 
This they eſteemed, one aud b n 
2 = ra OG ES fruſt 
My to rate my praying 
to Gop, by Belürg me from my knges, at ſundry 
times, ing me ſtill. to quit hex houſe, 
for I mould never ſtay there, unleſs I would re- 
frain from ſinging. Methodiſt-hymns, and the 
hundredth: : Hes; like. Bs high-Church | 
| 10 
Py or Barge years. 5 my joſtißeation, 
I was ſrill languiſhing to hear a Methodiſt preach; 
but, as there was none nearer than Cumber (which 
was ſeven miles from my Fathers) and being ren- 
dered helpleſs by my bodily infirmity, I knew not 
Wat to do. Addreſſing the throne of grace, I 


begged 


V 
begged of Gop that he would caſt my lot among 
his people, and direct me where to find them. | 
remember ſaying to my little Siſter, Betiy, what 
ſhall T do for you, if you will help me to Cumber 
next Sunday? we may pretend we are going to 
our own meeting; and if I get my deſign fulfilled, 
it is no matter what they ſhall do or ſay, as I am 
willing to take all the blame on myſelf, and to en- 
dure what puniſhment they think fit to inflict. 
At firſt, ſhe ſternly anſwered, ſhe would do no 
ſuch thing; bu, after much entreaty, and pro- 
miſes of reward, ſhe conſented to my requeſt.. 
On Friday night, I heard one of our neighbours 
ſay to another, will you go to the Methodiſt- 
Preaching at nine o' clock on Sunday morning, and 
we may go to Meeting afterwards?“ „ Now I 
know, O Lok p, (ſaid I to myſelf) that thou 
| haſt ee a of thine unworthy hand- 
maid.”- I could offer up to the Loxp the tribute 
of thankſgiving, for this unexpected mark of his 
providence ; but knew) not, as yet, how to get to 
the place appointed for the preaching, though it 
was but two miles from my Father's. Many were 
induced by curioſity to go, and fome expected to 
be edified/; but my too ſcrupulous parents would 
not venture themſelves to hear, leſt they ſhould 
catch ſome of the bewitching fire; neither would 
they permit me on any account to go; but were 
prevailed on, the following day, to ſend me to a 
friend's houſe, within half a mile of the place. 
My Siſter, who led me there, was charged not to 
take me to the Methodiſt-preaching z “ for (ſaid my 
Mother) ſhe is mad enough already, and theſe de- 
ceivers will make her far worſe, if poſſible.“ She 
then quoted Scripture to prove it, Many fa'/- 
Prophets have gane out into the world > © But ſhe 
TY. So | Its ſeemingly 


not ſuſp 


( 23 3 | 
_ ſeemingly at leaſt, forgot the ſubſequent words of 
our Lord, . By their fruits ye ſhall know them.” 
- 63:6 little girl intended to take her Mother's 
advice, but not to let me Oy. "till the bad me 
in the ſnare. 5 
Next morning, I was haſtening breat; -faſt, 600 
ſaid to the Maſter of the houſe with an air of af. 
fected lightneſs, I hear there is ſome new preach- 
ing to be near us to day, and I would be glad you 
would ſhew Betty the near way to it. I love good 
ſinging, and I hear they have fine ſingers among 
them; but I am perſuaded they ſhall not make me 
change my religion,” meaning e the love 
of Cop in my heart. | 
The ardent affection I found to theſe 4 peo- 
ple, called Methodiſts, was truly ſurpriſing; as 
1 had no perſonal accquaintance with any of them. 
My Sitzer led me off the right road, which I did 
ect. till 1 had travelled more than a mile; : 
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ls 0 e C, blind, "beliahd'? your Sir come, 
0 « And leap, Fe, lame, oy 50 N De 

0 „Oh Ken ij. this juſt (759 my Al for 1 

am blind, reſpecting my bodily eyes, and almoſt 

lame with walking. But, do I indeed behold my 

SAVIOUR? O yes (replied my ſoul) I ſee hm 

INES. on vonder croſs, and catch by faith 9 8 
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e 
Hife - giving ſtream. He is e cfiefeſ among ten 
. and altogether lovely. My tranſport 
then'was better felt than deſcribed, I underſtood 


that the people ſtood up to praife Gop, which 


was not the cuſtom of the Preſoyterians; yet I 
ſtood alſo, and wiſhed to join them in their hartno- 
ny, which 1 thought was ſurpaſſing ſweet ; But a 
Preſoyterian School - maſter prevented me from 

ſtanding long, as he went from one to another, 
ſaying, „Sit down, ſit down, eee 
not change your religion. . 
When Mr. O— had done pre ying, be gave 
out this portion cf Scriptures, Agree with thine 
adverſary quickly.” He firſt ſhewed the deſperate 
wickedneſs of man, which. made the Loxp their 


adverſary; and then: dividing. 2 world inte two 


parts, he made it, appear from ſcriptur Fee as 
experience, that the one part was i | 
the Srikrr of grace, and the other ADs 3 
of him who ruleth in the cl ldren of. diſabedience. 
As he was deſcribing the nature, and effects of the 
new-birth, I was ready to cry out, . Of a truth 
this is a Teacher ſent from Gon, and. he muſt he 
taught of Gop, or eiſe he could not tell how his 
Sp1R17 operates vn my heart,” My, other teach- 
er was ignorant-of the. K Ad. 0 were all the | 
ſuppoſed Chriſtians to whom, 1. rel; 
ence. After prayer, he fung z! | 
1.94 J nived 24 
10 And a bg * 0 Wy 500 AY 
- My. little alk ended a Was 
To tear my. ſoul. f th Kara * 
For J ee, Mo 5 
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4 "REY a quickening Ee = | 
werds, and a readineſs to give up my little all 


without reſerve. © 1 adorable ee had 1 
ten 


„ 3 
ten thouſand hearts thou art worthy to poſſeſs 
them wholly. Had I ten thouſand lives they 
ſhould be devoted to thee, and ſacrificed for thy 
cauſe, if thou didſt call me to the fellowſhip of 
thy ſufferings.” | 

Being ſtrongly eſtabliſhed in the belief that the 
doctrine 1 heard was of Gop, I went away re- 
joieing with my fiſter, 'but would rather have gone 

with the people to whom my heart was united: 
However, it was in vain to attempt it — l was 
called to other probationary ſcenes. The ſame 
day I went to Meeting, where our zealous Miniſter 
tceated on theſe words, . They that turn the world 
ubſede down are com? hither af. “ I thought he 
miſapplied his doctrine, therefore, gave little heed 
to all he ſaid, being conſcious of the peace of 
God in my own ſoul, and of that unction of the 
Hor. y-Oxz which teaches all things neceſſary for 
ſalvation. 5 
When 1 came home, the family aſked me, N 
Peggy, do you love the new way or the old way 
beſt?” Remembering the words of a Prophet, 
and conſideting that the Methodifts taught the Bi- 
ble 3 I'anfwered, © The goed old way for 
me.“ were well pleafed with my reply, 
ſuppo in 5 I meant the Preſbyterian Meeting. 

Now T began to praiſe Gon with new frength, | 

and to pray he would make” my way good to his 
people, having a ſecret el that the Lokp be. - 
would ſoon anſwer my” requeſt.” ” be words of 
David often occurretf to my mind, < * Delight thy- . 
ſelf in tie Lord, and Re IE grant hes the deſire of 
thine heart ;" and this paſſage,” from the Song of 
Solomon, was the conſtant language of my ſoul,” 
« Tell ne, O thou whom foul loveth, wwh-re 
thou feed: , There” thou 790067 | thy flocks t0 reſt 1 
noa: FR herefore fponld I be as one turned afide ' 


ab 


1 
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From 1. Hecks 57 thy campaniaus. 5 ** be to 
thee, 6 Gop D, for. the. mall gleam of hope that. I. 
ſhall not be for exer exiled from thy. children, like 
4 ſparrow, alone upon the. hauſe-top. Thou art my 
| hiding-place in the day of trouble Thou doſt 
compaſs me about with ſongs. of deliverance. 
Make haſte my beloved, | Be as,airoe,or.a hart on 
the mountain of ſpices. long tobe, preſent with 
thee, but deſire in all things, to, ſay; thy, will be 
done.“ 

T was ſtill perſecuted by thoſe of n my wn "a2 
hold, but Was calm on tumult's wheels, compoſing. 
myſelf, like one deaf, who heareth gat. 1.9 or like 
the, dumb that openeth not. his mouth,, 1 

My Mother began to enquire, of, exery. 97 
that came in. Do you] know the people. called 
Methadifts: * e her averſion to the very 
name of them, for lake of morſel of Wrack 
they weuld join her in reproaching them; ſaying, 
© We, know them well——they. pretend, to liye 
without fin, nay, ome of, f their r, preachers t take up- 
1 -them to forgive ſins, .and in DIAL pete meet 
| A they breathe: Apen each ot| aer; layin cc N. | 
he, the Holy G ot,” i They, told her, 555 that 

heir religious aſſemblies, 4 2 all 
manner of lewdneſs Gar a Led e 79 855 
received. theſe, | ſe. FRO e ut m Was 


were "the true cQ 855 7 K 15 15 75 

% % 2 
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fa b. 1570 ecugion ;"! 20. a "greater, al nh — 5 

| d are 45 nen Taff, De and 

hoe 324g, ang 1 laune of cuil againſt ve. 
.my . e : Rejzice and be exceeding glad; 

for. great is,your reward i in, heaven,” \ Nevertheleſs, - 

it went like a dagger to my heart, to heat them re- 


proached, wi em. loved as my cn ſoul... OW. 
SR { | "Ee eur. 
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„dest Chüldeen of the moſt HioeH Gop, I would be 
- willing! rather to ſuffer afflictions with you, than 
to enſoy the treaſures of the whole world. Oh 
that ye knew the diſtreſs of my mind to get away 
from this houſe of bondage! Would not ſome of 
vou come by? night and help me, as it were with . 
che hand of Moſes, e his more than ur 
fla very. 
I a beggar buf Lyn to the thor; I was longing 
to hear if they ſpoke of 'Jx$ys ; but, alas! the 
moſt of them only took his ſacred” name 'in- vain, 
What (faid I) can 1. find no child of Gop 
amongſf them. ali h. I fü bected one blind man to 
be a Met hdl, and followed bim out to enquire 
concerning his Wer yer 5 (for which Twas great- 
ly ridiculed by my Mother) but, 1 fear, his religi- 
on conſiſted Gaby in Jeculution. © a 
I had ſome comfort, indeed, in akisg to a 
voung woman, who lived with * father, -a. Wi- 
dower above three-ſcore. -AsI ſpent much of my 
time with her, while we were ſpinning. together, 
freely ſpoke to her about the ſpiritual things of 
Gop. N often read pious books to me; but, 
poor thing! The continued quite „ n of her- 
felf, and herRedeemer.” © 
N Fenner having gone to a neighbour's houſe 
at ſome diſtance; ſhe was detained all night by a 
moſt dreadful ſtorm; ; And I, from the ſame: cauſe 
was deterred from going homes her father inviting 
me to ſtay where Was. (Well d e I) why 
ſhould 1 harbour an evil thought in my heart con- 
cerning this ſimpte'old man. I'know it's not pruden- 
tial toftay, but ĩt is impoſſible for me to get away; 
For there was à heavy ſnow, as well as a very 
ſtrong wind, it being the r1th'of February, which, 
1 truſt,” I ſhall remember as long as Ive, as a 
om of W for my great deliverance. I 
D 2 „anſwered 


| 1 
anſwered the ſeemingly- civil old man? I belicve 
Fenny will not be home to night, and I mean not 
to go to bed theſe three or four hours; but ſhall it 
up, and ſpin, and think a little by myſelf; but 
you may go and take your veſt.“ He inſiſted en 
my going to bed ſoon, and went his way. A 
trembling ſeized me, and a ſecret dread of ſome 
approaching temptation, but never durſt ſufpect 
evil of the old man, thinking he was ſimple as a 
child. I ſat up *till near two o'clock, and found 
my heart mightily drawn out to praiſe Gop. I 
ſang the exxxix Pfalm from beginning to end. 
O thou omnipreſent Gop, thou, verily; knoweſt 
my up- riſing and lying down. Thy flaming eyes 
penetrate through the dark thades of night: thou 
inſpecteſt into the very thoughts of my heart. 
- What means this extraordinary dread of offending 
"thee ? May I not appeal tc thee, who knowelt 
all things, that 1 love thee, and would rather be 
expoſed to the moſt exquiſite torments, than wil- 
fully fin againſt thee? Try me, O my Go, and- 
ſearch the ground of my deceitful heart. I 3 
you, O my fins, which have been put to death 
dy the life of the So of God, that ye ſtir not 
up—-that ye ariſe not from the dead, nor force 
my well beloved from my ſoul.“ I went to pray- 
er with great fervour of Spirit, not [ſeeking to 
cover my candle with a buſhel. The poor wretch 
could not but hear me, yet was he devifing mif- 
chief upon his bed. f a n Bi 30 * 4 Mes; 
After ſome time; ſuppoſing him to be afleep, I 
went ſoftly into the room, his bed being at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance from that in which T intended to 
lie. He opened not his mouth till Thad undre ſſed 
myſelf; then he began to enquire what kept me 
up fo late, Why (ſaid I) I thought you were 
aſleep,” to which he anſwered, I was dteaming 
that I was in a houſe where there was ncne with 
: | me 


me but a young girl in bed, and making haſte to 
her, I ſaid; I will lie down with you.” Before 1 
could recover from my ſurprize, he was waſted, 
quick as thought, to the bed where J lay, as if 
the infernal Dragon had lent him wings. Being 
faſt impriſoned in his arms, without a poſlibility, 

by my own ſtrength, of getting free, I inſtantly 
cried to the Go that delivered Daniel out of the 
den of Lions, to reſcue me from the hands of my 
enemy. O thou that waſt with thy children in 
the fiery furnace, ſtand-by me in this fiery trial.“ 
Glory be ta GopD! Although he. ſuffered me to 
be buffetted, he did not let me fall a victim to man 
or devils. As he reſtrained the heatheniſh king 
from defiling the wife of Abralam, ſo he prevent - 
ed this Monſter of iniquity from executing his dia- 
bolical purpoſe. He, filled my heart with ſtrong 
conſolation, and my mouth with arguments. I 
had no other weapon but 4 -5-yin of« the Spirit, 
his piercing word. He enabled me to ſpeak his 
terrors with boldneſs, while 4 ſhewed the dreadful 
conſequences. of living and dying in fin; I re- 
frained not my ſpeech for four or five hours, nor 
had I ever ſuch a, plain diſęovery of the power of 
Gap, in all my Hie. O. what a mighty. ſalvation 
was this q ato be preſerved hy the ALMIGHTY arm 
trom pollution, though my hodr Was, as it were, 
in priſon and ſtiggling to be ſet looſe: But, 
what. is more Monderfuh L was. ſaved from anger 
againſt the poor Sinner, though ij dreaded and abo- 
minated the ſin itſelf.; MAI ſoult was znexpreſſibly 
happy in the emhraces of my: reestciled Gov, 
whoſe. ſmile conſtitutes: my heaven. I realized 
his pieſence eyery aoment before me, and durſt 
not. ſo much as iadulge a vain . thought, li I 
ſhould provoke him to:departs OS. 
It was evident to me that this wicked man was 
poſſeſſed with an unclean Spirit. He ceaſed not, 

2205 ; D 3 with 
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with both hands and tongue, to exert the utmott 
of his wickedneſs, notwithſtanding all the dreadful 
threatnings I uttered, to which he ſeemed to aſſent. 
However, I continued rejoicing and trembling 'till 
morning, when the Devil and 1550 took their de- 
parture together... 
I was now like one an to 3 hah aden 
and found power, with the gteateſt freedom and 
bowels. of compaſſion; to pray for him who meant 
to do me the greateſt injury. . Immediately riſing, 
I thought it ex pedient to withdraw from his houſe; 
and accordingly took my wheel upon my ſhoul- 
der, paſſing over a dangerous riytr. Here the 
band of providende was alſo near to helf. This 
occurrence . kept as a Prot ound ſecret fiom all but 
my on Siſter; Who, without thought of any evil 
eflects, told it to my Couſim. 4 hen it began to 
ſpread from one t another, which) occaſioned 
a freſh-pesſecuti; þ Whenit came to the know- 
Jedge of + my Mo he reproached me daily 
5 wal things ſhe did 60 believe: And, what was 
worſt of all, it came to the ears of the man's 
daughter; to whom en aſꝶ ing me concerning the 
matter, I Was obliged 16 confeſs the whole: uuth ; 
whereupon ſheſaid;'* I'will forſake hit utterly.” 
I intreated her, for conſtienes ſake; to abide with, 
11 and take care of her helpleſs Father, to which-ſhe 
WH: - would cbonſent upen no then eondit in but this, 
| that 1 ſheuld come in” as formerly for eompany. 
J kept an entire diſtancè ſor eleven weeks, at the 
end of which ĩt pleaſed Gen to remeve the poor 
man, prepared or unpfreputed, to ernity, being 
_ tuddehly® Truck” in "the "tight — A pc 
. 18 ſtroke. Juen DEN dient on 015) 
|} Afterwards; I was: often with this'gcoi-natured 
young women; becitſe (1 tell it with forrew of heart) 
I had no comfort from any of my relatiors. Nothing 
vas to be heard, but 3 jarrs, idle jeſts and vain 


at | : ſongs, 
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( 38 ) 
ſongs, among them: And (what was moſt ſevere 
to me) they would not allow me to lift up my 
voice in thankſgiving to my gracious REDEEMER ; 
having often declared that I ſhould not continue 
there, as there ſhould not be two religions in the 
ſame houſe. Some warily would have ſaid, Be 
not righteous over-much-———Why ſbauldſt thou deſtray 
thyſelf 2 Would you kill yourſelf. to get to your 
SAVIOUR ?.. Oh, beware of melancholy, To 
ſatisfy my friends, I once ſaid. to them, You 
need be under no fear of my running to ex- 
tremes. How can it be that the love of Gop 
ſhould hurt any one? Lis all my deſire to give 
up my whole heart to him, who is worthy of my 
warmeſt affections: There can be no exceſs in 
holy love. My peace flows as a river my heart 
exults with., divine joy. Oh that you underſtood 
the rapture I feel! Oh that you could but taſte 
with me; how gfacious the Lord: is!“ . Struck in 
amaze; one of them aid, Theſe are ſtrange 
words but; pray, do;you know any alteration 
at the change of the moon? 

I was, ſometimes, in heavineſs, through mani- 
fold temptations, but, never in darkneſs. My 
ſweeteſt hours were thoſe Which were ſpent in re- 
tirement: Therefore, I ſtole opportunities; in the 
nightaſeaſon, to; awithdraw;; from the converſe of 
the wocld, infe out-houſes, Where: the Cattle put 
me in mind of--faigf's. words, The. dull ox knows 
His gtuner, and tlie aſ his maſter's crib, but Ifrael 
doth-not know me, my peaple do not conſider. \ 1 here 
I was engaged in praifing, Gopy and converſing 
with him alone., Oh how ſwiftly fled away the 
| precious hours! I more than 1magined that'I 
heard the angels join me with their golden harps ; 
and ſeemed to be converſant with-the {pirits of juſt 
men made perfect. Brealgng forth ay + I 
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T0] 
fn, „O ye. blood-beſprinkled-throngy I hope 
ſoon to be with you; celebrating . the great 
TAHREE-ONT. I truſt Fſhall ſee my REDFEMER 
face to face, and caſt my crown before him, loſt 
in ſilent wonder, love, and praiſe”? I thought 
J had. ſweet G Lene the deceaſed Saints, 
and could anticipate the joyful day, when I ſhall 


have perſonal knowledge of each of them, having 
the livelieſt impreſſion that the righteous ſhould 


— 


E&now one another in hea voin. 
Thus 1 ſpent many hours in ſecret communion 


witk the Lok D JeEsvs. Once, at the ſilent hour 
of midnight, Satan thought to interrupt my ſing- 


ing praiſes to Gop, by making a dreadful noiſe 


in the barn where I was. I knew it was not poſ- 


py 


ible that any one could be there, neither any 
beaſt 3 therefore, I concluded it to- be nothing 
elſe but an evil ſpirit permitted. to try my faith. 
Reſolving to ſing out my verſe, I then judged it 
requiſite to go to prayer. Something ſecretly bid 
me fly the place; but I replied, To whom ſhould 
1 flee, but unto the Lord, who:is-my,flrong tow- 
er in the time of trouble?? I then found ſtrength 
and righiccuſneſs deſcend from abovg. Here 
2zain I as as dne on the mount of, transſigura- 
tion, having had a glorious manifeſtation of the 
Sox of, Gopy hoch of hib.agony jin, che garden, 
and uf his glory; on Mount e, 
Still Llanguiſhed to be among. his peo 

carth, and had manꝝ a wakefül night, conſidering 
how I ſhould; get my. end ac compliſhed- I heard 
chere was 4. Ae thodift living about do miles from 


my father's,..but-knew.not- how to get to his houſe. 


LC W. nO 
Ar laſt, my young Brother conſented to take me 
there, under a pretence of bringing me to my 
Couſin's. I ſpoke no falſhood with; my tongue, 
yer wanted; t conceal my. deſign from my pa- 


> 1 2 l f rents, 1 


bis people upon 


" *ents,' which was, however, fruſtrated ; for when 
I ſet, out, the child carried me a contrary way. 
I ſtood ſtill, and entreated him to take me to the 
Man's houſe whom I ſuppoſed to be a Chriſtian : 
But, alas! all in yain---be turned, and led me 
homewerC "7 was ſo confuſed, and rendered ſd 
inſenſible through grief, chat I knew not where I 
Was, till T came to my Father's door. This was a 
day of great tribulation-. They threatened 1 
ſhould never hear a Methedi/t while I lived. With 
many teirs and entreaties, L begged for the Loxp. 
Jesus fake, that they would gratify me ſo far 
as to let me go for one day amoug them; ſaying, 
„ will take care to Kiki if they be the people 
1 ſuppoſe them to be: If ſo, I hope we ſhall ne- 
ver part to all eternity; but, if they be ſuch as anne! 
have been repreſented to ou by evil ſpeakers, 1 
truſt bn go will gi F 0 it, and pond I. on 
return home as the Prodigal, begging veneſs 
both from Gop and you. 5 m7 1 adn re- 
fuſed; my father threatening to break my legs, 
FI offered to 2 near them. He then uttered 
many reproachful words againſt them and me; 
to which I anfwered, ' in the ſtrength of my 
wer „ % will. N75 oye pl to ger to his peo- 
ple Fe 5 
"2 Afier this} 1 Kad ally Ftolles, but Weber 
 ed-augurige in diſguiſe. I aſked the favour gf two 
or chree of my: neighbaurs to help me ſecretly to 
chat man's houſe, but they told me they durſt not 
offend my parents. At laſt, Gob, in whoſe hand 
the he⸗ ing of an fleſh are, diſpoſed a'certain, young 
mam to oblige me in this refpect, though he pro- 
feſſed himſelf an enemy to my way (as he called 
it) ſaying, I am ſorry for you--4 confeſs I 
would not bea Methodift, for the whole world. 
To tell you the truth, the way is too! ſtrait for 
me. 
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me. 1 had once a comrade in Dub lis that almoſt 
"converted me. When I was fick, he brought 
ſome of his ſort to ſee me, and, if it had been poſ- 
dible; they might have one che very Devil: 
But 1 eh Glenced them; dy finging a lieennous 
Ton! . "Nevertheleſs; | to plea Any. I'wiltgo to 
an's Houſe, wn let be mi know you: deſire 
ons” converſation with” him.“ Fifaid 
4 Kin ya, N will give "Goathe ghery, yy "tis 
nun 154” . | * 43:5, 
Next ni 2 def ren ben ew, und 
performed "li promiſe: And tlie day following, 


beiti in u neighbour's Rouſe where Cas to meet 


Him, this lad Came 0 me, fiying; Be of good 
eomfort, the Chriſtian- man wall come to duy and 
"Tee Fon? coul ſcaree believe it for bg bat 
he declated to "me IE the” Merken Tad, Re 
es 70 twenty miles te 23 e an dne t 
ä 9 ie LO F294 ©s HQ, of 
In theevening, 225 He wWölked paſt cue 8061 27 
ueeſcbsstanke took notice of Him, und faid, „ Cer- 
tainly, there is the wan that' Called the Methb- 
diſt, for He Jools ke one of another Eingdor 5˙7 
although He was am eritive —— to her. I be- 
gan to temble, duenne Derr conſtquefice, when 
I Set oe doing bo ee HY We as 
Happ nteck: For; d ent 
for Lowes we" were both admitted to tonverſe 
wih one atiother in a private room! © He inform- 
ed me of the rules of the Society, and told over 
his own experfentce Which was refreſlung to my 
py ſoul. My Father and Mother'appeared 
evil to kim He then exhorted; and ſang 
ind hymns ; and on going away, ſaid, „I mean 
to come and ſee you again, in three weeks hence, 
and bring a hymmn· book with me.” They forbad him 
Bot, and I rejoĩced at this — change. 4 
Father 


— 
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Father conducted himipart-of tha way; and I al- 


ſo, with. an heart ready to fly toi heaven. Ves 
ſuch was the exultation of my ſoul, that it ſeemed 
to add freſſi ſtrength to my body. O my Gon, 
how doth in ſbarpen iron] how are thy. poor fol- 
lowers comforted, as well as ediſied, by the mu- 
tual: converſation / of one another I never till now, 
did J experience the ſweetneſs rung ro! the. 
communion of Warn A MR i 


e And if our fallowibip below I ne nt, 
e In jeſus be ſo ſweet, Acta 
What heightiof rapture ſhall-we 8 
en When vound the r FOO 
| Gn: ne 70D TT AR.. r 
He e me, at parting, 8 theſe words, 
6“ hope we ſhall ſpend a bleſſed Eternity toge- 
ther.“ $6 Amen---ſo: be it, Loxp Jxsus ““.. 
Now 1 began to. reflect on my unworthineſs. 


9 Lon p, what am I, that 1 ſhould be viſited by 


x Child of the moſt High? Wlence this condei- 
cenſion, ee of my Loxo ſhould come 
to me? For, lo as ſoon as the voice of his ſa- 
lutation ſounded. in mine car, mx heart leaped 
with ecſtatic, joy.“ I was, indeed; lie one * 
alted to the third heaveb, for ſome hours, if not 
days together. But, leſt b ſhould be xolted.ahove | 
meaſure. in mine on eyes, muſt. L Wee 
meſſenger | Satan td. buffet me WEE 
* Seen cn 8 burſt forth. 

j , deluded. Mother was told, by one of 
— Chriſtians, chat this was: 4 Lie Pro- 
Phet, coming ta ſow: ſedlition in an, honeſt man's 
family; cherefore, they admoniſhed her (vulgar- 
ly-ſpeaking) 10 fire him out of the houſe. . I hun- 


der · ſtruck with theſe words, my joyful expectati- 


on of converling. with r friend was ſuddenly 
| — 
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dainped. I mildly intreated my parents that they 
would uſe moderation with him for this time; for, 
ſud I, . You made no oppoſition againſt ; his 
coming when he ſpoke of it, and I afſure you, I 
will not inſiſt on his coming a third time.” Be- 
ſides uttering many menaces againſt me, they 


ſ:emed reſolute iu their detergaination, to ule him | 


roughly, alſo. 


When the three eg. aps were eee e he 


came according to his promiſe, on the Sabbath- 


day. At his firſt entrance, I both rejoiced and 


trembled, dreading the evil effects that might fol- 
low. My Parents being both from home, I call- 
ed him aſide, and told him, with a ſorrowful 
heart, the trial he would likely meet with, He 


anſwered, © This does not, in the leaſt, diſmay 


mez for, ſince the beginning of the world, they 


chat were born after the fleſh have perſer. uted them 
ꝛo hic li were born af;er the Spirit”: But is it poſh- 


ble (faid I) they can commit you to Jail? tor 1 
| hear the Miniſter has threatened to do ſo.“ Sa-. 


tisfying me concerning this point, than this kaith- 
ful ſoldier of JesUs CHR SH faid, © Let us not be 
diſcouraged - -think what our dear Lo p endured 
for us, and let us count it our greateſt joy to ſuffer 
ſhame for his name's fake.” He ſat down with 


Chriſtian fortitude, and was reading a hymn, 
when my Mother came in. He ſaluted her with 
expreſſions of love; but ſhe, like one in amaze, _ 


made him no anſwer, for ſome time. . But. her 

paſſion beginning to work, it broke out at laſt, 
and ſhe charged him to quit the houſe immediate 
ly. He admoniſhed her as a lover of ſouls ſhould 
do, which enraged her the more; therefore, ſhe 
again told bim, that if he did not go peaccably - 
away, mnie means ſhould be . to _ him 


— 


Nel out; 


1 

out; giving him to know, that they had a very 
good teacher of their own, and wanted none of his 
new doctrine. All this did not prevent him from 
endeavouring, by ſcriptural arguments, to convince 
her and my Father (who then came in) that it was 
no other doctrine than that of -JesUs CHRIST and 
his Apoſtles; and that the Prefbyterians them- 
ſelves, in their purity, were well acquainted with 
the power of it; adding, If any man have not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his,” with more paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture to the ſame purpoſe. | | 

Still their hearts grew more hardened, being 
prejudiced: againſt all who were not of their way 
of thinking. I begged of them, with many tears, 
and warm expreſſions, that they-would give heed 
to the words of truth, and /earct the Scriptures, 
that they might ſee the ſpiritoality thereof: But 
all in vain They continued to threaten vengeance 
againſt this ſuſpected deceiver, and againſt me, 
I beſeeched them not to ſpare me, but to chaſtize 
me according to their pleaſure; “ only my dear 
Parents (ſaid I) expoſe not yourſelves in uſing a 
ſtranger ill, who has never given you any offence.” 
After his patience had been well exerciſed, with 
much meekneſs he tock his leave of them, and, I 
may ſay, the laue of iCh#ifti conſtrained me to follow 
him, diſcerning in him much of the imege of 
his perſecuted Maſter. Giving me one of Mr. 
Meſley's books, he bid me farewell, commending 
me to Gop.,iy att F * N 

I had much of the conſolation of heaven to ſup- 
port me that day, and indeed I ſtood much in need 
ofit; for, the waves of tribulation ſwelled higher 

than ever, and the fire of perſecution waxed ſtill 
hotter. But I could then truly ſay, 


1ö;— W 
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«© What tho? earth and hell engage, 

To ſhake my ſoul with fear 
“ Calmly I defy the the rage 
Ot perſecution near: 

* Suff*ring faith ſhall brighter glow, 

* As Gold when in the furnace try'd- 
Only Jesvs will I know, - pl 

And Jesvs crucify'd.“ 


My friends proteſted to me, confirming it with 
caths, that I ſhould never be ſeduced by the 
Methodiſts again. Still the ardent prayer of my 
heart to.GoD, was, that, as he had made a way 
for the children of J/rae/ through the red ſea, he 
would lead the blind by a way 1 knew not, to enjoy 
the privileges of his people: For (thought I) © what 
a_ heaven muſt it be, when thoſe who fear Gor 
meet together, and can freely and ſweetly tell 
what he has done for their ſouls! Is not a book of 
remembrance written for them ? T hey ſhall be mine 
(/aith the Lord) in the day when I make up my jew- 
els. O my JEsus, this is all that I long for in 
heaven or in earth, the neareſt intimacy with 
| thee, and fellowſhip with the veſſels of thy 


# * 4 


grace.” | | 
The bleſſed views, and breathings of my ſoul, 


at that time, cannot be better expreſſed than by 
the following verſes— bd 
e Inflam'd with ſeraphical love, 
«© Combin'd in a manner unknown, 
Not given in marriage above, 
« Nor given to Jesvus alone, 
* The juſt, who, admitted by grace, 
The firft reſurrection attain, 
* With rapture each other embrace, 
And one with the Deity reign. 
e "IF 


{0 1 
« Till join'd to that angelic throng, 
„ Sereneneſs, inhabit my ſoul ; 
It cannot, it cannot be long, 
« For time never ceaſes to roll: 
© OLams, till I ſee thee above, 
« This bleſſing of bleſſings impart, 
Thy preſence of Calvary's love _ 
„ Be ever impreſs'd on my heart.” 


May I be allowed to infer from my own expe- 
rience, that there is no better antidote againſt the 
inordinate love of all tranſitory: things, than a ſight 
and ſenſe of an expiring G0p— To realize 
_ Car1sT in his ſufferings---mhis bitter agony in the 


garden, is the beſt preſervative 'againſt impatience 


and murmuring at the diſpenſations of PRO vi- 
DENCE. It was thus I was enabled to take up my 
_ croſs with a degree of reſignation ; but the thought 
of living-with thoſe who were ſpiritually dead, 
penetrated my heart like a dagger. I was weary 
of dwelling in the tents of  Kedar, but knew not 
how to get free from my captivity, How- 
ever, a ſurprizing occurrence, unexpected, fol 
lowed on the enſuing Sunday. A giddy young 
girl came to my Father's. She was a relation of 
ours, and (I was informed) had often been ſcoffing 
at religion, and making me a laughing ſtock ; but 
the Lo RD, to whom the preparations of man's heart 

belong, ſoon turned hers”. - | 
It was an uſual cuſtom with my Mother, as 
ſoon as any came into the houſe, to tell them all 
manner of evil that Hell could dictate concerning 
me, in order, I ſuppoſe, to make me aſhamed. 
Therefore, ſhe. told this young woman, that I had 
worſe than an imprudent correſpondence with the 
. man mentioned before. But ſhe, having too much 
Charity to. believe ſuch reproaches of me, came to 
E 2 | me 
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me where I was ſitting penſive alone, and began 
to ſympathize in my trouble. She then invited 
me and my Siſter to her houſe, telling me, if it 
was in her power, ſhe would befriend me. As ſhe 
lived very near the Metſodiſt who had been ſo kind 
to viſit me, I faid.** Matty, the greateſt friend- 
ſhip you can ſhew me is what I am afraid I need 
not aſk ;”? But ſhe ſaid, © I know what you 
mean, and will get you conducted where you 
pleaſe.” She then earneſtly requeſted my parents 
to permit me to come to her houſe, who, with 
much reluctance, conſented ; charging her and my 
Siſter not to gratify me by going with me to the 
houſe of the falſe Prophet. aL Gb cd VHS 
That night, while the young woman and I lay 
in bed together, I told her ſomè of my grievances, 
though till ſuſpecting ſhe would not prove a friend. 
She then ſaid; © You need not fear---I really have 
compaſſion on you, for, I believe you to be ſin- 
cere; and ſooner than you ſhall be diſappointed, 

I Will go with you myſelf.” Herein I admired 
tlie loving-kindneſs and condeſcenſton of Al ui H- 
Ty Gop, who inclined the heart of an enemy to 

feel, as it were, a ſhare of my miſery. | 
Next morning, ſhe ſpoke to my Siſter to deal 
kindly with me, requeſting her to take me to the 
houſe of the Methodift (whom ſhe believed to be 
a good man) as the company of ſerious Chriſtians 
was the only comfort I deſired on earth. Tis 
true (ſaid ſhe) the world call him a fool, and call 
my couſin mad too; but, ſince I have been 
thoroughly acquainted with her, I can allow myſelf 
to think no evil of her.” My Siſter, after many 
inward ſtruggles, was prevailed on to go with me. 
This was a day which, I truſt, will be remembered 
in heaven. We met not only a kind reception 
from my friend and his Wife, but the moſt edify- 
BOP 738 io ing 
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ing converſation for three or four hours---He en- 
deavoured to convince my Sifter of her loſt eſtate, 
and of the need ſhe had of the blood of CHRIST 
to cleanſe her from all ſin. After fervent prayer 


with his family and us, we ſang this hymn 


. © Bleſt be the dear uniting love, 
“ That will not let us part 

© Gur bodies may far off remove, 
* We ſtill are join'd in heart.” 


My poor Siſter was now called to bear the croſs. 
She too was branded with the opprobrious name of 
a Methodiſt. Before it came to her ears, the con- 
feſſed to me, that ſhe never heard ſuch a prayer 
as that man made, and that ſhe never was ſo dee p- 
ty affected with any diſcourſe. But, alas! like 
one of the ſtony-ground hearers, though ſhe heard 


the word with gladneſs, yet, as ſoon as perſecu- 


tion aroſe, by and by ſhe was offended: / | 
On my arrival home, I expected the ſevereſt 
treatment from my friends; and, indeed, I was 
not diſappointed; although, at my firſt entrance, 
they were ſilent. My Father was reading a book, 
which had been often blefled to my ſoul. It was 
written by one of the old Puritans, and contained 
many precious truths. Among others it deſcribed 
the wickedneſs of thoſe who ſpeak lightly of re- 
ligious people—who deny the work of God's. 
SPIRIT in the heart, and the aſſurance of. Faith. 
But, what was matter of admiration to:me, my 
Father happened on a portion of it which was juſt 
applicable to their conjectures about me. As if an 
evil ſpirit had inſtantaneoufly inſpired it, he read 
to this purpoſe. There are a ſet of enthuſiaſti- 


cal teachers ſprung up, going from place to place, 


here to day, and away to-morrow. They pre- 
ws 23 ſumptuouſly 


( 42 ) 
ſumptuouſly ſay that men may live without ſin, 
id talk of the doctrine of inſpiration.” The ap- 
phcation of this was made to the Methodifts, and I, 

_ conſequently, ſuffered much abuſe ; but my heart 
rejoiced greatly for the privileges 'of the day paſt. 
I received the complicated cup with thankfulneſs, 
conſiſting of ſweet and bitter ingredients. O 
my JEsus, how marveloufly didſt thou turn the 
ſharp waters of perſecution into the wine of com- 

fort !” ts 


Oh that IJ may walk with Gop ! 

' __ J=$vs, my companion be--- 
Lead me to thy bleſt abode, 
Tro the fire, and thro? the ſea. 


Never fhall I then complain 
Meer at my lot repine: 
Melcome death, and grief, and pain, 

All is well, if CHR1sT be mine. 


As the laborious bee extracts ſweets from flowers; 
ſo my ſoul derived comfort from a variety of 
ſcriptures, ſuch as follow. My beloved is mine 
and I am his. He brought me into the banquetting 
houſe---his banner over me is love.  T fit under his 
ſhadow with great delight, and his fruit is pleaſant 
to my taſte. Let him kifs me with the kiſſes of his 
mouth; for, his love is better tian wine. His 
worde were ſweet to my taſte---ſweeter than honey 

from the honey-comb. I hate vain thoughts, but thy 
law do I] love. Great peace have they that keep thy 
law, and nothing ſhall offend lemi 

I examined myſelf by this laſt portion of ſcrip- 
ture, whether there was in me the leaſt riſing of 
anger toward thofe who were combined hand in 
hand againſt me; and found, inſtead of reſentment, 
a the 
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the tendereſt bowels of compaſſion for all t ap 
that watched over me for evil. . 
Retiring one night, to the cow-houfe, my 
Father came in to ſeek me; but the darkneſs co- 
vered me: And although he ſearched round and 
round where I was ſitting, contemplating on the 
goodneſs of God, I was ſo ſcreened by an Al- 
MIGHTY hand, that he could not find me. I 
had reaſon to thank Gop for his preſervation of 
me, as, ſoon after, I learned from my Father's 
own mouth, that he would have treated me very 
roughly. | | | n 
I often delighted to withdraw from the houſe, 
ſeeking uninterrupted communion with Gp; 
but the ſoul-tranſporting pleaſure I felt in my pri- 
vate meditations cannot be deſcribed: Both my 
ſoul and body were enlivened in ſuch a manner, 
that I could antedate the morning, when, I truſt, 
they ſhall be reanimated. I was wafted as on 
Eagle's pinions, and enraptured with the view of 
Gop and his glory, and of the Lams, and ih# 
great white throne. Oh, how delightful was the 
proſpect of my J=svs coming to judgment! I ar- 
dently longed for the hour of diſſolution, and was 
glad when J heard the tremendous ſound of thun- 
der, or of mighty wind, as if they were fore-run-- 
ners apprizing me of the laſt great day. In my 
unregenerate ſtate, I trembled at the very thoughts 
of thunder; but, on hearing it afterwards, I was 
often obliged to cry out, with ecſtatic joy---clap- 
ping my hands, and ſinging, Hallelyjah---for the 
Lord God ommipotent reigneth 1” Tis the voice of 
my beloved; and may I not ſay it is the ſound of 
his chariot, corning in mercy to tranſlate me from 
a world of fin and miſery, and admit me to a vi- 
Hon of his heavenly face.” | e 
| " PO EI $ When 


(n 
When I heard of the landing of the French at 
Carrickfergus, the news of which occaſioned terri- 
fying emotions in- almoſt every breaſt, it was 
matter of joy to my heart. Immediately I return- 
ed thanks to Gop, -believing he would make 
them the inſtruments of deſtroying my body, 
which, indeed, was ſuch a clog to my immortal 
ſpirit, that I longed to ſhake it off. But, being 
diſappointed in my expectation, I prayed that 
we D would give me the grace of reſignation to his 
Wilke 1; s. 15F0 
Still T longed to have my lot caft among the F 
_ followers of the Lams, the internal voice of Gop : 
frequently ſpeaking to my heart in this ſcripturah 
manner. Ari ſe.—depart this is not thy reſt, 
for it is greatly polluted---Whoſo loveth Father or 
Mother more than me, is not-worthyof me---T hey that 
for ſake all for my ſale, and the Goſpel's, ſball obtain: 
an hundred fold in this life, and in the world to come 
life everlaſting.” This promiſe I found more than 
fulfilled afterwards, when I acquieſced with the will 
of Gop; but, at that time, through manifold temp- 
tations, and much ignorance, I was kept. in. bond- 
age; till Go, in his wiſdom gave me to diſtin- 
guiſh between his voice and the Tempter's:: And 
it ſeemed as if it was ſpoken from heaven, about 
the midnight hour, that, at all adventures, I muſt 
11 ariſe, and eſcape from the world of: the ungodly, nor 
WI  tarry in all the plain. Immediately it occurred, 
140 How is it poſlible I ſhould find the way? The 
words of the Prophet comforted me. Fear not 
===] will be with thee: Be not diſmayed, for I am 
thy God I will help thee---yea, I will ſtrengthen 
Wi thee---yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand 
6 of my righteouſneſs.” However, I began to reaſon 
100 thus, „Perhaps I ſhall incur the guilt of, and 
puniſhment due to ſelf- murder.“ At laſt, I re- 
ij | ſolved 
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ſolved to take a ſtaff in my hand, and was inftant- 
ly. encouraged to riſe, and ſtrive to make my way 
to Cumber, where many of Gop's people then 
reſided. It was ſeven miles from my Father's, and 
the difficulty of getting into the ſtraight road, I 
knew not as yet how to ſurmount. But I faid 
within myſelf, : © If my Gop pleaſes, I know 
he can miraculouſly bring about my defire ; but I 
am convinced I muſt do ſomething for my part.“ 
I, thereſore, judged it prudentral to put on ſome 
clean apparel; and, though it was in my power 
to have taken clothes with me which were called 
my own, yet I left them behind me without fe- 
luctance. It was ſuggeſted to my mind, “ Per- 
| haps your incenſed parents will ſoon riſe and 
overtake you before you have gone far, and then 
you may expect to undergo puniſhment little lefs 
than death.” To this my heart replied, * What 
puniſhment can be worſe than that which they 
daily inflict upon me? I am continually expoſed 
to hear them diſhonour the Gop whom I love, 
While they gnaſb with their teeth upon his people, 

who are fo precious tome. Beſides, are they not 
always — myſelf, and charging me to he 
gone? Now, I can no longer hefitate—now I am 
convinced it is the will of Gop that I ſhould, lite- 
rally, leave father and mother” for his ſake : Therefore, 
Jam willing, if they ſhould purſue, lay hold on, 
and abuſe me, to endure all patiently, and I hope 
I ſhall praiſe Gop, if I be thus called to ſuffer 
for his goſpel.” The Father of lies inſinuated 
that he would appear to me by the way, particu- 
larly in a place that was ſaid to be haunted by evil 
ſpirits, and that I muſt take the Bible with me for 
a defence. I ſaid within myſeF, © This is only 
the bare letter—a ſlerider defence without CHRIS f 
formed in my heart. But oh, I find his preſence 
EH | there; . 
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there; I cannot, therefore, fear. His love is the 


beſt antidote againſt all fear that hath torment. 


Greater is he that is in me, than the God of this world, 


with all his infernal legions.” I could then truly ap- 
ply the xci Pſalm to myſelf; but thoſe words 
- chiefly ſtrengthened me on this occaſion, He 


ſhall caver thee with his feathers, and under his 
wings ſhalt thou truſt. Thou ſhalt not be afraid for 
the terror by night, nor for the arrow that fleeth 
N nor & the pefiilence that walketh in dark- 
nejs r | 

Thus encouraged, after committin 


- 


my ſoul 


| and body to the protection of the moſt HI GR, I 


went away, hardly knowing whither I went: But 


I faid, © I will go on in the ſtrength of the LoRD 
my Gop, and he will ſurround me with ſalvation 
as with walls and bulwarks, I am no ſtranger to 


fiery trials, and if I be called to new ſcenes of ſuſ- 


fering, I truſt I ſhall rejoice in tribulation more 
and more.“ I had ſome faint hope, that, if I was 
permitted to wander till the morning, fome com- 


paſſionate ſtranger would guide me to the - place 
I defired to be: Therefore, without an anxious 


thought, I ſet forward on my way, paſſing ſafely 
through that deſart where (I had heard) evil 


apparitions were ſeen. I met with no moleſtation, 
neither, indeed did I dread any, fer I knew I was 
in the hands of OMNIPoTENCE, and that all the 


5 powers of darkneſs. could not pluck me thence, 
without my own wilful apoſtacy from that Gop 
who ſaith, He that toucheth you, toucheth the ap- 


ple of mine eye.” | 55 

Having travelled about a quarter of a mile, E 
was obſtructed in a manner very ſurprizing, may 
I not ſay, prevented to go ſorward, for want of 
ground to walk on. I groped with my ſtaff be- 
fore me, and on every fide; but (O matter of 


wonder !} 
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wonder!) an empty void ſurrounded me. I ſtood 
like one in amaze, though not terrified, offering up - 
ejaculations to heaven; when my ſoul heard, as it 
were, an audible voice, ſay ing, Stand ſtill, and 
fee the ſalvation of God. I will accompliſh thy de- 
ſire in a way and manner that my wiſdom ſees beſt. 
I have only tried thee, as I did the Patriarch of 
old to ſacrifice his only Son, and accept thy will- 
ing obedience, as I did his.” Gop ſeeing my 
readineſs not only to ſuffer, but alſo to die 3 his 
name*s ſake, looked with an approving countenance 
upon me; but prevented me from running into 
ſome dangerous extreme, which, perhaps, .might 
have cut cut ſhort my probationary exiſtence. 

I was thankful to Gop, and returned home, 
poſſeſſed of ſerenity of mind, being aſſured (as if 
an angel from heaven had told me) that Gop 
would make this, alſo, work together for my good, 
and would foon put an end to the days of my cap- 
tivity, thoughT knew not how, T walked, there- 
fore, by faith, and not by fight. 1155 | 

It is remarkable that T opened the door, went to 
ſecret devotion, undreſſed myſelf, and got into 
bed, without moleſting any of the family, although 
there were three beds in the room where lay. Ef 

The conſtant cry of my Parents was, Get 
hence—you ſhan't be here—go to the Methodiſts, 
for you have renounced your baptiſm.” Continu- 
ally upbraided thus, I reſolved toleave them in the 
open day-light : © For (ſaid I) ſince they are daily 
deſiring me to be gone, and will neither help me 
to the high-way themſelves, nor ſuffer others to 

do it, *tis beſt for me avowedly to depart.” I 
prayed for the whole armour of God, that I might 
not only be fortified againſt the fiery darts of the 
Devil, but that T might be enabled to bear the re- 

| Proaches 
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proaches and perſecutions which woyld n 
tall upon me. 3 

Soon after, I put my deſign i in fe es beg on a 
Sabbath-day, about twelve o'clock. I was now 
diveſted of all care concerning my dreſs, for it was 
no ſtrange thing to me to hear that I was account- 
ed delirious, Therefore, without the leaſt de- 
pendance on a ſtaff, or any human help, I hung 
alone on the arm of Jzsus, fo proceeded on my 
myſterious journey, © 0 Lorp, thou art my 
| ſtrong-hold—to'thee. will I fly in the day of trouble: 
For thou haſt ſaid, This day do I declare that I 
will render double comfort to thee for all thy diſ- 
treſfes,” _ 

IL was ſoon overtaken by my miſguided Mother, 
who followed me, weeping : But, alas! her tears 
were not occaſioned by a ſenſe of her fins againſt 
the Majeſty of heaven. She ſpoke to me in 
"milder terms than I expected, ſaying, Come 
back till to-morrow, and then your Fade and I 
will bring this matter to a 8 We will take 
you. to Mr. — and whatever he orders to be 
done ſhall be done for you. If he ſays it is beſt 
to confine you, like another mad perſon, it ſhall | 
be ſo; or if he adviſes us to ſend you among the 
Met hodj ie, we will, but ſhall diſown you for 
ever.” . My relentings kindled for her; and, 
| thinking it my duty, I patiently returned home 
with her. "The words. which the LORD ſpoke, 
by his Prophet, to his perſecuted people, were 
applicable to me now: Get thee to thy chamber 
—ſhut thy 0 doors about thee—hide thyſelf as it were 
fer a little moment, until the indignation be over 

4 Fog we 

17 the day, L was, like one under a heavy preſ- 
ſure, being tempted to fear that the Miniſter 
would order them to confine me, againſt which I 
prayed 


| 


/ 
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prayed with all the fervour of my ſpirit. I now 
remember, with thankfulneſs, the deplorable cir- 
cumſtances which I was then in; but they are 
far beyond deſcription. I kept myſelf retired all 
day, beſeeching Gop that he would cauſe order to 
ſpring out of confuſion, and light ont of darkneſs, 
diſpoſing the heart of their Teacher to ſay, ( Let 
her go”. Weeping and ſupplication endur ed the 


5 whole night, neither did joy come in the morn- 
ing. I had, indeed, a calm, ſettled peace, and a 


ſecret ſmile from Gop, which conſtitutes my pre- 
ſent heaven: But, furely, hellif floods were 
poured out againſt me, ſo that 'tis amazing I was 


not ſwept down into the abyſs of deſpair. 


My Parents now agreed to take me to their Mi- 
niſter, whoſe hearers could do nothing of materi- 


al moment without his approbation. Oh that they 


had determined to follow him no farther than he 
followed CarxrsT! In obedience to their com- 
mands, I went with them, but with much trem- 
bling and affliction of mind, having in myſelf the 
foreboding tokens of the ſevereſt temptation that 
I had ever yet been acquainted with, All the 
evil reports of this perverſe generation concerning 
the doctrines of the Methodifts never ſhocked me 

till now. I heard from the mouth of one called 

a Reverend Divine, that they were all Impoſtors, 
Deceivers---lying in wait to overturnthe Church 
preaching: a moſt damnable doctrine, making 
themfelves equal, as it were, with Gop in heaven. 


IJ offered to ſpeak concerning the witneſs of Gop's 


Spirit, and in vindication of Mr. Weſley's tenets ; 


but he interrupted me, ſaying, „I know theſe 


things better than you” My parents, alſo, bore 
falfe witneſs againſt me, accuſing me of many 


things which had never entered into my heart to 


conceive. They told him I would be willing to ru 


— 
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to the greateſt extremes, and would venture up 
to the neck in water to hear the Methodiſts preach. 
« Well (replied he) no matter if ſhe were drowned : 
She is a finleſs Saint, and would certainly go to 
heaven.” Here the Devil was permitted to hood- 
wink me for a few moments, as I reaſoned thus 
with myſelf. Good Gop, what am I? Anig- 
norant abject worm. And ſhall I preſume to 
exalt my judgment above that of ſo learned a Di- 
vine, who ſays, he is perfectly acquainted with 
theſe people.” I had ſcarce power to pray for 
Gapy's aid in this critical jun&ture. He then told 
me he would admit me to the Sacrament, on m 
ſincere repentance, though not to the firſt which 
was to be adminiſtered in a few weeks; therefore 
1 ſhould be mortified by excommunication for. 
that time, My Mother informing him I had a 
book of We ſiey's in my pocket, called a Preferva- 
tive againſt unſettled notions in religion,” this 
man of penetration deſired to ſee it, in order to 
expoſe the errors of it. He gave it a very ſuper- 
ficial ſurvey, and then ſaid, it ſhould be com- 
mitted to the flames. No wonder, indeed ; as it 
condemned his doctrines: However, I begged it 
might be reſtored to the owner, the Chriſtian- 
man with whom I had firſt converſed. Though my 
requeſt was granted, yet my friend was made the 
object of their deriſion, who (they ſaid) was as 
great a rogue as was ever out of a rope. | 
All this while I ſtood like a priſoner at the bar, 
not permitted to ſpeak one word either for my- 
ſelf, or in defence of theſe much deſpiſed people. 
Shortly after, Mrs. ——-, another miſerable 
comforter, came into the room where we were; 
and, ſwearing with bitter zeal, ſaid, © Young wo- 
man, if I was your Mother, I would lay a little of 
che hazel-oil on your ſhoulders, and ſoon put the 
thoughts 


0 
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thoughts of Methodiſts, Swadlers, Seceders, or 
what do you call them, out of your head,” Oh 
(ſaid her huſband) forbear, honey—tis only a 
temptation, I will admoniſh her now and then, and 
perhaps ſhe will be relieved from it;“ but withal, 
he. charged my parents, if I 13 not re- 
nounce the doctrines of theſe deluded people, to 
ſend me away to them; predicting that I would be 
ſtark mad before a month. 

Being now in great heavineſs, I could not ſuf- 
ficiently thank GOD who reſtrained them from 
binding me in Bedlam. 

At my departure from this place of trial, I was 
almoſt reduced to melancholy, by hearing ſo many 
of my thoughtleſs neighbours ſinging idle ſongs; 
and, what was worſt of all, was reſtrained from re- 
proving ſin. Seeing me loſt in profound ſilence, my 
Mother ſaid to me, © What ſhall we do for you? 
Shall we take you to Cumber, ſince our Teacher gives 
us leave?“ I anſwered, © I will take it into conſi- 
deration,” having walked two weariſome miles. 
My tottering limbs were ſcarce able to ſuſtain the 
inſupportable burden of grief, which depreſſed 

my ſpirits ; - the ground of which, was, a dread 
left I had been deceived by Satan irand/eraing him- 
ſelf into an Angel of light, making falſhood appear 
truth to me. In this my doleful ſituation, I knew 
not what to do; but judged it adviſeable to viſit. 
the throne of grace.” O Lok, thou haſt ſaid, 
Call on me in ih day of trouble, and. T will anſwer 
thee, and thou ſhalt 3 my name. 

It. was a ſmall matter to me to be Fe: a gazing- 
ſtock to the people, and a by- word of reproach. Ma- 
ny aſked my parents, when I returned home, What 
news from our worthy Miniſter ?“ They replied, 
All is well—ſhe has repented, and aſked fop- 
giveneſs of him for revolting from her religion.“ 
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Finding out a ſecret apartment, I proftrated 
myſelf before the Lord, ſtriving to pour out my 
ſoul in ſighs and tears, and, at laſt, I uttered 
words to this purpoſe. * O my Gop, be mer- 
ciful to me ! Let me not be carried away by the 
cunning. craftineſs of theſe who lie in wait to de- 
ceive. If I have, indeed, been deluded 7o believe 
4 lie, and have ſuppoſed them to be thy ſervants 
though unſent of thee, coming in ſbeep's cloathing, 


though inwardly ravening wolves, pretending to 


that perfection which is thy ſole prerogative, fa 
tisfy me, I beſeech thee, by giving: me ſome token 


for good. Let me find a full releaſe from my at- 


tachment to them, and an averfion to their doc- 
trine if it be really from hell: but if thoſe are in- 


_ deed thy Miniſters, and preach de truth as it is in 


Feſus, grant me a ſignal to know, by removi 

this mountainous weight from my ſoul, and diſ- 
pelling this miſt of darkneſs, occaſioned by a va- 
riety of temptations.” The God of Elijah did an- 
{wer me, as by fire. I found a flaming love to- 


ward him, and thoſe his people. My ſoul was 


eaſed of its enormous load my evidence was clear 
as the meridian Sun, and the blaze of day. I 


was alſo firmly perſuaded that the Preachers among 


the Methodiſts were ſent of Gop : and though men 


pole all manner. of evil concerning them, yet I ſaw 


— 


that, in the primitive ages, the ungodly prieſts 


and people conſpired againſt the ſaints and pro- 


phets of the Lord. I was likewiſe led to believe 
that the perfection they preached was agreeable 
to Scripture, which requires us to laue tie Lord our 
God with all our heart, and our neighbour as ourſelves. 


The Spirit of Gop, I knew, was able to work 


this in us—to make that ſoul, which originally 
was the habitation of dragons, holy and clean, 
ic through 
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through the Blood of ſprinkling glorious all within» | 


like the King's daughter. 
Being thus inſtructed and comforted of Gov, 


I was reſolved to ſet my face againſt all the ſtorms 
of perſecution, which were now greatly heighten- 


ed, all the Pariſhioners being encouraged by thein 


Paſtor, to breathe out malice and fury againſt that 


enthuſiaſtical ſect, called Methodiſts, whom in- 
deed, they thought not worthy to live, crying 
out, Away with fuck fellows from the earth.” 
However, I could ſay, © Glory be to Gop, whe 
has heard the prayer of his unworthy ſupplicant; 
and, for his Son's ſake, has granted me my ſoul's 

deſire. I can. ſeal. this teſtimony with my blood, 

that this. is his. goſpel. which. they preach and L 


experience, and that many of theſe deſpiſed peo- 


le are the ſervants of the moſt. high. Gop.? 
Therefore, on the next aſfault from. my parents, I 


ſaid to them, Pray, ſend me away, as you told 


the Miniſter you would, if I ſhould: ſpeak, or act, 
contrary to the rules of the Preſbyterians; for in- 
deed, I can't find. one of you living agreeable even 
to your own articles. I am now reſolved to un- 
dertake more than I have ever yet done, and di- 
ligently to ſearch. for thoſe who anſwer the G 
tian character.“ 


Upon this, they freely conſented to give me 


over, as it were to Satan for ever, telling me that 


I ſhould be forſaken by them, and propheſying, 


that thoſe whom I ſo loved would treat me with 


the greateſt inhumanity, and that, in a ſhort time, 


I ſhould be as. a fugitive and a vagabond, begging 
from door to door.” ©« Yes (ſays Satan, as a con- 
curring evidence with them) you ſhall be miſera- 
ble, and reap the bitter fruit of this diſobedience 
to your parents.” TI was not careful to eaſwer them 
in this matter, being fully convinced that I was to 
* Ged rather than man. 
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For ſie: time, I walked with God, having fel 
Jowſhip with him, and with his Son 5e Ghrift, 
though it was a little interrupted by the enticing 
words of one of the art born . ſons of Belial, who 
had been ſent, again and again, to diſturb me in 
my private walks, which I frequently took, in or- 
* to commune with RY ON Os and with 
o | 
But, did the bold: gend think bo would be fae- 
ceſsful at ſuch a time as this? Might he not rather 
think it labour in vain, to tempt one to a lewd 
action, who could not admit of an idle word, nor, 
for a moment, entertain an unchaſte thought. 0 
chou wile ſophiſter, thy wiſdom truly ſubſided in- 
3 folly ! The cloven foot was obſervable --he ap- 
wy too like himſelf to ſeduce a mind that was 
| hayed upon Goo. 
Theſe repeated temptations did not noch dit 
compoſe my ſoul, being wrapt up in the em- 
braces of it's Batoved: A wonder, indeed, for 
ever to be wondered at, if it had inſtantly bro- 
ken from ſuch an endearing embrace, and plung- 
ed into the mire of ſenſual, animal allurements, 
or rather, into the arms of theiDevit! I bleſs 
Gob there was no violence uſed by the hands of 
this inſtrument, commiſſioned from hell to trou- 
ble me I was hereby excited to cry, . O that 
T had wings lite a dove, "then would I flee away: and 
be at reſt} I would either aſſociate with the chil- 
dren of God, or hide in a deſert, to eſcape the 
noiſy wind, and tempeſt of iniquity, which ane 
anne e on "_ fide. Po 
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I was, as it were, forced to cry out with David, 


« Oh ſend forth thy Light and thy truil—let them - 
guide me, and bring me to thy holy hill, and to thy 
tabernacle. One thing I have defored of the Lord, | 


and that will I ſeek after, that I may dwell in his 
houſe for ever, to behold the. beauty ef the Lord. 
How amiable are thy tabernacles,, O Lord } my 
foul fainteth for thy courts—my heart and my fleſb 
cry out for the living God. O Lorn, my Gop,1 
will ſeek thee early. I thirſt vehemently for thee 
in a dry and parched land, herein is no water. 
My harp is now out of tune, and hung. on the wil- 
low-tree. Oh, how ſhall / ng the Lord's ſong in 
a foreign land Net, if 1 forget to praiſe thee, 


let my tongue cleave to the root of my mouth.” 


The ciii, as well as the xlu Pſalm, was very 
precious to me. 292 Ar A. * 


I pant for a life-giving Gop, e 

A Gop who on Calyary dy'd— 

A fountain of water and 1 e it 3? 
Which guſh'd from IMManvuEr's ſide 
I thirſt for the ſtreams of thy love, 

Ĩzhe ſpirit of rapture. unknown, 
And then to re- drink it above, 

Eternally freſn from the throne, 


24 
* 1 
* 


Conjin'd in a cottage of clay, 
Exibd from the SA vIOUR I love, 
l long to be ſummon'd away - 
I I groan for a ſpeedy remove: 
Oh when ſhall I come to appear 
With joy in the preſence divine! 
To find him eſſentially near— - 
Io know him eternally mine! 
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The days of my domeſtic ſufferings began to 
draw to a concluſion. My parents got permiſſion 
from. the head of their fallen Church to ſend me 
away. At laſt, came on my long-wiſhed for, 
yet ſorrowful departure ſrom my dear relations, 
who, alas | were ſo miſguided by their Shepherd, 
that they thought they were doing Cod ſervice, by 
baniſhing me from their houſe; yet it was with 
ſome relenting. Part of them fled the houſe 
others ſhed many tears, while breathing out threat- 
zings and hard expreſſions, againſt thoſe, who, 
they ſuppoſed, had ſeduted me. They told me I 
would foon be turned deſolate, but that I need 

never expect any favour from them; adding, that 

I would certainly run mad, according to the pre- 
diction of the college-bred Mr. who indeed, 
was a Maſter in Iſrael, perhaps as learned as Nico- 
demus, but as ignorant as he of the new birth 


unto righteouſneſs.” 


I now bade a joyful, though a reluctant farewell, 
to my kindred according to the fleſh, ſaying in my 
heart, © Tf I do run mad, I ſhall not blame the 
doctrines of the Methodiſts for it, but the Devil; 
for, they do not tend to drive ſinners to deſpair of 
the mercy of Gop, but of their own ſufficiency, 
by any works of theirs, to ſave themſelves. Nei- 
ther do I dread any future want; for, if they be the 
followers of the Lams (as 1 ſuppoſe them) they 
will not, nay,» they cannot, caſt out the meaneſt 
of his diſciples““ I remember, I ſteadily reſolved, 
that, if I, found them the children of Gop, and 
could get no poſſible way of maintaining myſelf, I 


would rather die among them than forſake them. 


But, can any think that I was unconcerned in 
leaving thoſe who were dearer to me than. my own 


life? I believe it was as painful an eperation, 


as cutting ff a right hand, or plucking out a. 
| / right 


/ 


( 7 '1 
right eye; yet it muſt chearfully be endured, 


when CHRIST calls us to ſuch ſuffering. Ini com- 


petition with his goſpel, life itſelf ought to be de- 
ſpiſed; therefore, I ſaid, Adieu; but my 
heart bled, thinking how fan occaſioned Une "0 oof 
ration. 


My temporal ſtate now ee my Fe | 


when I firſt came to my SAviour,, wretched, and 
miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked ; for my pa- 
rents told me, it was in vain to give me any thing 
that was good, as theſe hypocritical Deſtroyers 
would ſoon wear out all my cloathes, as well as 
utterly ruin my body and ſoul. They ſent a lit- 
tle boy with me to the houſe of my ” oth and 


companion in tribulation, who was nen from 


the ſynagogue of Killinchy, as well as me: But, 
it was not for the crimes common men mw 
but for having too much religion. | 

I was kindly received by that friend of Jes: vs, 
as, alſo, by his wife, who kept me *till morning: 


Then, he himſelf led me by the hand to Cumber, 


which was about five miles from his houſe, 
Immediately, a report was brought to my 


friends, that he had kept me for eight days in his 


- own bed-chamber, and that we had criminal con- 
verſation together, Oh, when ſhall lying, when 
Hall the wickedneſs of the wicked come to an end? 
During my journey, I was unaccountably ſup- 

ported, for, I had never walked fo far in all my 
life, and was uſually, ſo weary after travelling a 
mile or two, that I was ready to drop down: 

But, at that time, the vigour of my -body, as 


well as of my ſoul, was doubly renewed, I was 


like one refreſhed 3 the leaves of the tree of 
life, and almoſt imagined that I was walking the 
gold ſtreets of Paradiſe. I could knee the 
. f | 12 f 
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Lonp always before me, and feared nothing but 
offending him with my heart, or tongue. VERT 
When I came to the town, my friend conducted 
me to'the houſe of one who entertained the Preach- 
ers: But, who can tell my ſurprize, as well as 
tranſport, when I was ſaluted with an holy kiſs, 
by many dear Brethren and Siſters in Jxsvs, 
„% Oh (thought J) it is juſt as I expected—this is 
primitive Chriſtianity, -indeed—this is the love, 
the badge which diſtinguiſhes the diſciples of 
CuntsT, from this wicked generation.” I was 
congratulated, alſo, by a Preacher juſt going to 
plead the cauſe of Gop. * Welcome, poor 
pilgrim (ſaid he) the Lo RD proſper you in your 
journey to Zion.” In ſhort, I was received with 
all the marks of hoſpitality among them, notwith- | 
ſanding my deſpicable appearance, which might 
have diſguſted any but thoſe who look only for the 
image of Gop in his creature, and eſteem. the 
ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit preferable to all 
the ſuperfluous raiment of the body, 
We aſſembled together to hear the Meſfenger of 
Gop preach from theſe words. As live, faith 
"the Lord God, I have no pleafure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way, and 
live. Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil ways, for, 
why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael? His text 
leading him to inſiſt on univerſal redemption, he 
moſt warmly and ſtrongly invited Sinners to come to 
CHRIST; aſſuring them' that he would not caſt 
them out, but would make their ſcarlet- coloured 
ſins as white as ſnow. I rejoiced greatly, and 
wept much; declaring that, comparatively, I had 
never heard a ſermon till then. I theught it was 
not poſſible that the hardeſt heart out of hell 
could remain unconcerned. Oh, what a tranſla- 
tion was that which I then experienced! being 
REDS + | | f 3 8 brought, 


wo 
. brought, as it were, from a land of darkneſs and 
miſery, to a new world of Light and comfort. Oh, 
what a change of company! from the congrega- 
tion of the dead to the ſociety of the living, the 
ſouls who were riſen indeed with CHRIST, being 
quirkwes by the power of his reſurrection. | 
I was particularly charmed with their ſinging, and 
wiſhed I could have joined them in their tunes 
but J found, however, that my ſoul was ſweetly 
{ſwallowed up in wonder, love, and praiſe. 
Being examined by Mr. Hudſan, with reſpect to 
my ſpiritual ſtate, when he underſtood that I could 


glory in tribulation, he rejoiced with me, and was 


thankful. He then inquired concerning my home- 
ly poetry, and defired to hear a hymn of my 
compoſing. He could ſee, though I did not, that 
it was interwoven throughout with final perſeve- 
rance, which poiſon I had ſucked in from the 
Preſbyterian pulpit, and ſome old books which I 
had heard. I had, however, great reaſon to 
thank Gop that this opinion did not produce in 
me ſuch fruit as in many profeflors, but that 1 
was kept from the wild Antinomian ſcheme of re- 
nouncing all obligations of keeping the moral law: 
Nay, the very afſurance of heaven, which | cn- 
joyed, fired me with a zeal for the glory of Gop, 
ard begat in me ſentiments of gratitude to him 
who had ſhewin me ſuch unmerited mercy. 

The Preacher was wiſe enough to conceal from _ 
me his thoughts concerning my verſes, and warn- 
ed others not to ſpeak to me too ſudden y on that 
head, being afraid that weakneſs and bigotry could 
not bear-i it. He ſaid, however, that Gop, who 
had already done fo 'much for me, would ſoon 
convince me of Gn * 


Shortly 


W after, * of what he bad ſaid, I 
Bo praiſed- -Gop for all the inſtruction I received, and : 
gladly embraced the oppoſite doctrine. 0 

I was much attached to my new companions, by 
whom Twas delightfully entertained with an account 
of the deceaſe of two friends, who, about a month 
before, had ſweetly fallen aſleep 3 in Jesvs, leaving 
a good teſtimony behind them. One of them was 
. a woman well acquainted with miſerable uſage 
from a wicked' huſband, who, after her death, 
made this candid confeſſion, «© My dear wife was 


often praying for me, when I was both curſing 


and abuſing her.“ It was remarkable, in her laſt 
ſickneſs, that ſhe expreſſed herſelf in this manner. 
know my body is dying, yet I have ſcarce any 
ſenfibility as pain. My ſoulis enraptured with the 
views of CHRIST, and heaven. O precious Ix- 
sus, precious Jxsus! I rejoice that I ſhall ſoon 
be with thee, wrapt up in thine everlaſting em- 
brace.” She exhorted all around her to love 
CnrisT---to make the JUDGE their friend, inti- 
mating they would find him the deareſt friend, in 
the hour of death, and the day of judgment. A 
miniſter came to give her the Sacrament, and, af - 
ter hearing her expreſſions, and ſeeing her pleafing 
atpoct, was conſtrained to ſay, « Oh, happy, hap- 
Px are the dead that die in the. Lord 1”: This was 
the more aſtoniſhing, becauſe it was evident that 
he, for his part, was ignorant of that happineſs, 
which the faithful in CHRIST enjoy. She _ 
ATT EI ee following verſe, IO apts 
4 Thou wilt the paths of life diſplay, Fe 
e Which to thy preſence lead; TC. 

There pleaſures dwell without allay, 
e Joys that never ay . 


— 


4%) 


The deſcription I heard of the other was no 


leſs raviſhing to me. He had been a leader of a 


claſs for ſome time, and lived, for ſeven 'years, 


cloſe to Gop, in an exemplary- manner; and 
when viſited by Death, he told his friends, “He 
was a rugged, but a welcome meſſenger.” Dur- 
ing his illneſs, the Preſbyterian Miniſter came to 
ſee him, who had, ſome time before, excommu- 
nicated the Methodiſts, but, afterwards, ſent his 
Elders to invite them back to the ordinances. _ He 
was pleaſed to ſay, Samuel, moſt people imagine 
that the beſt Chriſtians are moſt afraid to die, but, 
what ſay you ?* Samuel anſwered, © Believe them 
not--Bleſſed be my REDEEMER ! ever fince ls 
| love was ſhed abroad in my heart by the Holy Ghoſt, 
I was ſaved from every fear that hath torment, and 
have only had a child- like fear of oftending myGop. 
1 can now ſay, through CHRIST ſtrengthening 
me, O Death, where is thy ſling ? O grave, where 
is thy vittory Thanks b- to God, who hath given 
me the victory, through my, Lord Feſus Chriſt. He 
is my paſs-port, and this is my plea, even the 
blood royal, which was ſhed without the, gate of 
Teruſalem. In this is my truſt, for, it has clean- 


ſed me from all fin.” He told his wife he was 


„ ſanflified throughout, body, ſoul, and ſpirit ;” yet he 
ſaid to his Brethren, ** Oh ceaſe not to pray for me.” 
They ſaid, “ For what ſhall we pray, -ſecing that 


you are poſſeſſed of all you are capab'e of ;enjoy- 
ing in the body ?” He rep'ied, “Oh pray that 


my faith. fail not; for, it is only they who are 
faithful to the laſt moment, that enſure to them- 
ſelves a crown of liſe. Mr. Hudſon juſt came in 
when he was almoſt ſpecchleſs, ready to, breathe 
his ſoul into the boſom of Gop. He took bold 


of his clay-cold hand, and thoſe who were around 


aſked the dying Saint, if he knew who it was 
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18 
chat held him. He ſpoke ſo languid, that they 
could ſcarcely underſtand him; but, after ſaying, 

It was the dear Preacher,” he inſtantly died in 
the full triumph of faith. 

The text which Mr. Hud ſon choſe for his funeral 
ſermon was this, © Mark the perfect man, and be- 
Hold the upright, for the end of that man is peace. P 

Multitudes flocked to hear it, and many continu- 
ed at his wake all night, which was ſpent in a 
manner becoming the ſolemn occaſion, in ſinging 
hymns, in fervent prayer, and.godly converſation. 

T was excorling glad at hearing the relation of 
cheſe two dying Chriſtians, and ardently wiſhed 

within myſelf, 6 I might both live the life, and 
die the death of the righteous ; and this ſabbath was 
a day of the. Son of man to me, a day of thankſgiv- 
ing, and: great rejoicing. 

The people at whoſe houſe I was, hoſpitably 
deſired me to make it my reſidence, which I did 
for two years, and five months, during which 

time I met with many difficulties, with reſpect to 

my outward circumſtances, but was a Rranger to 
the hell of an abſent ö. 
I he foreſt temptation I met with, after I went 
to Cumber, was occaſioned by a man who walked 
di forder ly. I had ſuppoſed him to be a Chriſtian, 
and often argued in defence of his character, 
when vilified” in my own country, being preju 
dicecł in his favour, as he had been the firſt inſtru- 
ment of awakening me. Fain would love have 
believed the beſt of him; but, alas! there was 
no ground left to hope of his amendment. How- 
ever, he had never profeſſed the know/edge of ſal- 

ation, by the remiſſion - of his fins, but was a man 
of extraordinary parts, with a retentive memory, 
and folid underſtanding, yet {till was without ſpi- 
'ritual difcernmient ; therefore; as a natural , 
ag knee not the things of the S 20 | 


1 confels, 


1 ( 63 ) „ 
I confeſs, it grieved me, when, after ſtaying a 
few days in his houſe, I found he had been taken 
in the ſnare of drunkenneſs. * Oh (faid I) what a 
pity ! how far have I been miſtaken concerning 
this man! but his failure ſhall not ſhake my con- 
 fidence. Tis only a loud alarm to thoſe who . 
ſtand, to take heed leſt they fall” r 
I continued giving glory to Gop, day and night 
for the privileges I then enjoyed, eſpecially that 
of hearing tte Preachers of righteouſneſs private- 
ly a. with me, as well as publicly proclaim- - 
ing the glad tidings of ſalvation. 1 
he bleſſing of claſs- meeting I eſteemed alſo ve- 
ry highly. Oh, how ſweet is it, to riſe betimes in 
the morning of the Loxp's day, commemorating 
his reſurrection from the grave, and ſeeking, not 
as Mary Magdalene, the dead body of our Loxp 
but the quickening Spirit of our living Heap! 
| Behold ! Chriftians meet in the houſe of prayer, 
| and are made joyful therein. They praiſe the 
Majeſty of heaven, and fall down before him in 
ſüacred devotion, freely and ſweetly telling to one 
another what he has. done for their ſouls, and 
cordially agreeing in thankſgiving, or prayer, 
for each other. This is, indeed, the communi- 
orr of ſaints — This is the happineſs I have ſought 
for, and have not ſought in vain. 


When all are ſweetly joined 
True followers of the LAB, 
12 The ſame in heart and mind,. 
And think and ſpeak the fame, - 
When they in love together dwell, 
The comfort is unſpeakable. : oa 
I'was but eight days a fojourner in Cumber, when 
I was again revived on hearing the dying words of 
Brother Mer, who was an old man, but a young 
F 3 Chriſtiar. 


* 


1 


( .64 E 

Chriſtian.” He had been converted in the Bltieth 
year of his age, under the miniſtry of Mr. Charles 
- Weſley, and from that time maintained 4 con- 
Fer d void of offence, towards God and towards man. 

or three or four years before his death, he was 
confined by a lingering illneſs, during which time 
he profeſſed to hold conſtant communion with 
Gop. When haſtening to his diſſolution, his 
wile ſaid to him, My dear, are you willing to 
part with me? We have been happy partners, for 
a long time, treading together the way to heaven, 
Now can you, without reluctance, bid me adieu, 
to go to Gop ?“ He replied, * Oh Jes, Molly. I 
rejoice to think that we ſhall ſhortly meet, 
where parting ſhall be no more. I have no doubt 


|, but you ſhall ſoon follow me, and that we ſhall 
| be happy, not only in the enjoyment of Gop, 


through all eternity; but in the mutual felicit "of 
one another.” Being aſked. by a friend, i 
ſhould ſend * a certain Divine to come 200 4 
him, he anſwered without heſitation, „ Alas! 
what could he, or any ſuch do for me? To my 
grief, I was for fifty years blind-led by them, 
and, had not mercy. interpoſed, might have gone 
on with my blind leader, till both had fallen into 
Tophet. I ſat long under the droppings of their 
ſanctuary, and never was watered ; But, well ſaid 
J ſæiali concerning them, T hey are all ignarant,---they 
are all dumb dog t ey cannot bart, . -ſee ping, lying 
do aon, loving to Humber, they are ſhepherds that 
cannzt under land. Truly, alſo, ſaid a P: ophet in 
our days, They are vile baſtards, and not ſons 
D they never put a right pin in CyrasT's temple :” 
But, how can they profit the people, unleſs they 
had received their commiſſion from above? Or, 
How can they preach JesUs CyRIST, when they 
never entered in by him, who is the deer, into 
| the W 1 | 
| From 
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From theſe, as well as many other ſpiritual ex- 
preſſions, there was much reaſon to ſay, he died 
in peace, having ſcen, like old Simeon, the Log7's 

falvation. _. 
__  Myecarneſt thirſt to depart this life, and be with 
CuRIsT, was much increaſed. The following 
lines were applicable to- my fituation, at that time. 


© How happy the angels chat fall 
4 'Tranſported at Jrsus's name, 
* The Saint whom he ſooneſt ſhall call 
. Jo ſhare in the feaſt of the Lays! 
No longer impriſon'd in clay, 
is Who, 1 next, from his dungeon ſhall fy? 
© Who, firſt, ſhall be ſummoned away? 
« My merciful Gop, is it I? | 


Then, JEsus, if this be thy will, 
That ſuddenly I ſhould depart, 
“ 'Thy counſel of merey reveal, | 
466 Page whiſper the call to my heart: 
oh ive me the ſignal to know, 
. 2 1 ſoon thou vouldft have me remove, 
6 And leave this dull body below, | 
And fly to the manſions above. 
I dad: a peculiar ſatisfaction in commemorating the 
dying love of CuRISs T, but, like one unworthy, 
was almoſt ſhut out from this privilege. The 
Lord's ſupper, I heard, was to be adminiſtred 
in the Diſſenting Meeting-houſe; but how could I 
expect admiflion there! 12 For, I knew their diſci- 
pline was too ſtrict to receive ſtrangers, without a 
line of recommendatiou from their Miniſter. It 
happened; however, that Mr - came tohe 
his Brother on this occaſion : T herefore taking 
courage, I went to him ; and, demanding a cer» 
. G 3 tificate 
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tificate, faid, ce Sir, whatever you can ſay againſt 


me, with regard to Met hodiſin, ſpare not to ſet it 


down ;” for I knew the Miniſter of Cumber would 
not reject me for this fault. He anſwered, '* So, 
child, are you reſolved to continue ſtill among that 


corps?“ © By the grace of Gov, (ſaid I) I am re- 
ſolved : Nothing ſhall ſeparate'me from him, and 


his dear people.” . « Well well (replied he) I will 


give you a token, fignifying your admiſſion to the 


Lokp's table.” 


I was much' amazed at. this unexpected favour 
from him, who had, ſo lately, caſt me out, as ar: 
evil doer, from his own community; but I ſoon be- 
gan to underſtand the reaſon. Had he encouraged 


Methodiſin in his Pariſh, he might have loſt many 


of his hearers, conſequently, his ſtipends. My 


Parents, afterwards, informed me, that they aſk- 
ed him the reaſon of his giving his approbation at 


Cumber, When he Tefuſed it at K7//inchy, His an- 
ſwer was, 1 thought, indeed, ſhe ſaid ſhe had 


a mind to renounce the falſe JoArine ſhe hadem- 


braced, and the company of thoſe deceivers who 


preached} it.” I fain would have believed this a 
miſapprehenſion of my words, but have ſome rea- 


ſon to think he told a wilful lie. 


Il I was ſoon thoroughly purged from the old Jea- « 
den of bigotry to the Church of Scotland, and, 
alſo, freed from prejudice againſt the Church of 


Eng: end; therefore, I embraced every opportuni- 
ty of communicating with its members. I could 
not but wonder at this change in mylelf, remem - 
bering that I was but twice within the church-walls 


of Killinchy, and, after returning home, aſked 


forgiveneſs of Gop for miſpending the Sabbath. 


I was taught to believe that it was little better than 


the Church of Rome; and, ſuch was my attach- 


ment to our own Merring-houſe, that I 'onee 


brought 


| e 3 | 
brought away a chip of the deal that I fat on, re- 
flecting on theſe words of David, Thy ſervants 
take pleaſure in her ſtones, and favour the duſt thereof. 
In ſhort, I believed it to be the only houſe of 
Go b. Oh, how like the ſelf-righteous eros of old, 
who ſaid, The temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord are we.” But (glory be to Gop!) fince 1 
became acquainted with , univerſal charity, my 
prepoſſeſſion in favour of the one, and againſt the 
other Church, was ſwallowed up in love to all. 
I I delighted much in faſting and abſtinence, and 
every week, for ſome time, faſted from Thur/day 
evening *till Saturday morning. This, I was con- 
vinced afterwards, was more than was required 
of a weak conſtitution; therefore, finding the 
pernicious effects of it, I was obliged to leave it 
off, only at certain times, and on particular occa- 
ſions. An extreme on either ſide muſt prove pre- 
judicial to every Chriſtian. 9 1 

My ſweeteſt amuſement was to learn p/alms,, 
and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs ; four hundred of 
which I retained in the room of vain ſongs, which 
I gave up again to the Devil, from whom 
had their origin. I was then ſo deeply engaged 
in the high praiſes of Gop, that I ſpent part of 
the night in ſinging on my bed; for which I was 
gently reproved by a well meaning perſon, who 
informed me, that a man was curſing me in the 
ſtreet, for diſturbing him in his ſleeping hours; 
therefore, I judged it prudential to reſtrain my 
voice in the night ſeaſon, and offer only the de- 


votion of my heart to heaven. Oh, how ſweet 


were my meditations at my lying-down!. So ra- 
viſhing my views of glory, that I could hardly 
forbear ſhouting, © Hoſannah to the KING of 
Kings! Glory to Gop in the higheſt!” How of- 
ten did I grudge myſelf even that fleep hoc | 
| 9 TEA $5 _ GOD 
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Gon gives to his beloved; _ wiſhing rather that 
my every moment were {| pent in giving thanks to 
him who had dealt ſo bountifully with me. I 
_ longed to rejeite evermore, to pray without ceaſing, 
and to have no will of my on: But how ſhould 
I attain to that happy ftate ? I had heard it beau- 
tifully deſcribed by thoſe, who had their educa- 
tion, as well as their codmiflion from heaven 5 | 
_ chiefly by one Mr. 'Standrain, who had experienc- 
ed in his own ſoul a reſt from all ſin, and is now 
entered into that final reft- which remains for all the 
people of God. Being, therefore, a happy poſſeſſor 
of the glorious liberty of God's. Slim, he 
could not ceaſe from beſeeching believers not to 
hve beneath their high privileges, but to expect 
that Fesvs CHRIS H would fave them, not 9 
from the dominion, but the in- being at Sin. He 
frequently urged them to come to the LAM of 
God, loathſome lepers in their own eyes, caſt- 
ing themſelves at his feet, crying, *Loxp, if 
thou wilt, thou canſt make us clean,” aſſuring 
them that they need not doubt „“ but the Lord 
would anſwer every waiting ſoul, I will ·— be thou 
| clean——according x to thy faith, de it unto thee.” 
ſtirred up with freſh vigour to purſue the 
prize of holineſs, I wreſtled, day and mght, for 
the bleſſing of a pure heart. One Sabbath evening, 
"w_ ſoul being on the ſtretch for deliverance from. 
all fin, I agonized in prayer, like ove at the point 
to die, breathing out theſe em, 3 Ls 
Lens 1 come quickly. 


Oh make a final end of £o, | 
And nt thy heav'nly nature in. 


O my Repumats, deftroy it, root and W 
with Us — thy deming, with thy ſin- 
| devouring 


5 
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Teva breath. Let the Monſter be rooted i out -. 
---conſumed with an eternal deſtruction. Come 
now---now fit as a Refiner. upon my heart, and 
purify me from all my droſs and tin. Accompliſh 
thy promiſes---take away the heart of ſtone, 
create in me aclean heart, and renew'a right ſpirit 
within me.” While thus pouring out my ſoul, on 
a ſudden, Gop anſwered me, as by fire.“ Yes---O 
my redeeming Lok p, I found the renovating fire 
of thy SpIrIT, as it were, circulating through 
every vein of my body. May I not be allowed to 
ſay, this was a faint reſemblance, at leaſt, of that 
inſtantaneous change, equivalent to death, that 


. - ſhall paſs upon the faithful, who ſhall be found re- 


maining upon earth at the Lok d s coming? For, 
it is ſaid, that all the ſaints ſhall not fleep---but ſhall. 
be changed i in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye. 
Even ſo, the bleſſing I then experienced appeared 
to me, as it were, a new. transformation of both 
ſoul and body. I began Unging more ron 
than erer, | 


r © Refining FITS go thro my 7 heart-—- 4 
Sov 1 my ſoul; 5 
Scatter thy life thro? ev "ry part, 
And ſanctify the whole.” Ne. 
"as? ber ing the tribute of ea 1 
went to bed, and my ſleep was ſweet to me. It 
was an emblem of that reſt the Saints enjoy in 
death, and my riſing in the morning a prelude of 
their reſutrection from the grave. Finding in my- 
ſelf ſuch a deliverance from every chain of fin, as I 
had never before known, I fet out with redoubled 
ſtrength and alacrity to run the Chriſtian race. 
Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be the Lams of Cop, ( 
1 it with reverence) who had taken away the 


very 
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very propenſity to, wander from him. Oh, how 
3 5 the, xxv1. of //a;zah was verified in 
me! * vill heep, hum: in perfect peace, whoſe 
mind is ſtayed on me.” I found a conſtant ſtability, 
and ferenity. of mind, for many months together. 
My conſcience was quick, as the apple of an eye, 
to diſcern the moſt diſtant temptations to fin, 
3 I pereeived not the leaſt concurrence of my 
This particular manifeſtation. of. the goodneſs of 
Gop to me, I only told to one woman who. pro- 
feſſed to experience ſanctification. She informed 
one of the Preachers, who ſaid to me. Be 
thankful he watchful---for,, I believe, that IRsU. 
has eradicated all your ſins, but reſt not there.“ 
My heart (I teld him) was overflowing conftantly 
with the love of Gon. [Oh, how ſweetly, and 
_ yet how ſtrangely glowed the ſacred flame !} He 
neplied, Pray. with all fervour for more enlarge- 
ment of heart, and for ſtronger capacity to bear 
the powerful effuſions of heavenly grace. Stand 
not ſtil|---Preſs forward, forgetting the things that 
are behind. Stop not ſhort of the crown of riehteouſ- 
neſs which is now in view. Look unto IESsus, 
*till he tears away the veil of fleſh, then you ſhall 
ſee him as he is. Of Ho a | 
His words were refreſhing, as a cordial to my 
ſoul. Oh that I had never forgotten his wholſame 
admonition ! Oh that I had ſtill been ſtedfaſt, as 
a wall of braſs, and as an iron pillar ſtrong! I was 
enabled then to live every day, as though it were 
my laſt, having delightful thoughts of death and 
judgment, which were ſet in array, as it were, 
before me, with all the awful ſolemnity attending 
them. I was truly crucified to the world, and the 
world ts me. Had any one aſked me, Are you 
- ſaved from all fin?” I might have ſaid in the 


words 


— 
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words of Ezekie}, uſed by him on another occaſion, 
« O Lord God, thou knoweſt.” But this J knew, 
that T found no fecret emotion ---no ſtrife betwixt 
the fleſh and the ſpirit, but all my paſſions ſeemed 
to fink lowly at the feet of JEsvs: Yea, all my 
powers ſeemed to-harmonize in ſaying, © Wor- 
thy is the Lamb that was ſlain to receive the glory 
of my preſent ſalvation ! Vf. 


hang upon his arm alone, 
With ſelf-miſtruſting care, 
« And deeply in the ſpirit groan 
„The never-ceaſing pray'r.” 


"Thou art my King, and all that is illi me ſhall ö 
bow to thy ſceptre. Ceaſe not to execute thy 
three-fold office in my ſoul.” N 


. 


At that time, I was no ſtranger to many of th 
hardſhips of life, being with a family who were 
inured to poverty. But I acknowledge with 
thankſgiving, during the firſt year of my reſidence 

with them, I got the third part of the time to ſpin 
for myſelf. I durſt not be fothful in bufineſs, but 
uſed diligence, late and early, that I might not be 
' burdenſome. And (bleſſed be Gp I) he crown- 
ed my weak endeavours in ſuch wiſe, that I was 
enabled to buy a gown, a cloak, and a pair of 
ſhoes, of which I was before deſtitute. _. 
One Sunday, I was greatly ſurprized at the 
coming of my Siſter, who ſaid, I have been 
told by a beggar-woman, that you have recanted, 
and are longing to get home. I am, therefore, 
come to help you, and to invite you to ſtay at 
Mrs. Read? houſe.” I had formerly experienced 
great kindneſs from this Lady; yet her preſent 
meſſage, although it might have proceeded from 
a principle of love, was not acceptable to me, as I 
| t 8 „ 
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iN me and the Night, 5 


1 
was favoured with bleflings far ſuperior to any 1 
could enjoy at her houſe. I knew I was charged 
by an inſpired Apoſtle, not to forfake aſſembling 


with the people of Gop, but daily to exhort one 


- another, and provoke one anotſier unto love and good 


worte. Animated by that paſſage of ſcripture, as 


well as many others, I rejected the kind offer, but 
found a ſecret inclination to pay a tranſient viſit to 
my dear Parents. They received me with a ſor- 
_ rowlul ſalutation, ſaying, © We might be all dead 
for you.” I endeavoured to perſuade them that 
they were dead in treſpoſſes and fins z but they re- 
plied, „ Judge not, and you ſhall not be judged,” 
being entirely ignorant of our Lok D's meaning. 
- For, ſuch as they, were the very people whom he 
charges with unjuſt judgment, making the righte- 


. ous man an offender for a word, and condemning the 


Juſt for a thing of noupht--laying a ſnare for him 
who reproveth in the gate; and, notwithſtanding 
le beam in their own eye, pretending to ſee clearly 
the mate in their Brother”s eye---inſpeCting into the 
faults of real Profeſſors, as it were, through a 


magnify ing glaſs.  _ 
The few days I ſtaid 0 them I was like 


; Noa dove, that ound no reſl for the ſole of her faot; 
and as it was glad to return to the ark for ſhelter, 


Tſo was I rejoiced to return to my companions, 
much- beloved in the LORD. 

They brought me to Newtown, to hear the 
Rev. Mr. Weſley. He preached; in the bowling- 
green from theſe precious words, © Truly, our 
"fellowſbiþ is with the Father, and with his Son Fe- 
Jus Chriſt,” While he was ſpeaking, my heart 
was inflamed with love to Gop and man; and, as 
I was placed very near this harbinger op heaven, 
+ could juſt obſerve the eins of his 20 betwixt 


115 After 
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A 0 preaching, being requeſted to look at my 
eyes, and give his opinion, he ſaid, [ believe 
there is little ground to imagine that ſhe will re- 
cover her ſight here: But (continued he, gently 
taking me by the hand) Faint  not---go on- and 
you ſhall ſee in glory.” Theſe words left a laſting 
impreſſion on my mind. O my Gob, fulfil the 
prediction of thy Servant! | 

I was preſent when he met the Society”; 3 in 
at parting, he, commended us 10 Gad, and the word 
of his grace. Upon this, I was melted into tears, 
but could ay in all things, 46 The will of the Lo RD 
be done.“ 

I, alſo, heard Mr Hudſon Saen his fareveell ſer- 
mon from theſe words, My peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you + Not as the uorld giv- 

erf, give I unto you. Let nat your hearts be trou- 
bled, neither be afraid” Is it poſſible (thought 
J) that any one can ſufficiently ſupply his place?“ 
But I afterwards found that there were many 
preachers as uſeful as he, and” ſtill imagined: the 
laſt to be beſt. 

Soon after this, three 4 our e were ſet 
looſe from the priſon of the ſoul, praiſing redeem- 
\ Ing love with their lateſt breath. One of them 
had broken almoſt every commandment, before 
regeneration, but became a living and dying wit- 
neſs for IRS VS. She acknowledged herſelf never 
ſo happy as in her lateſt hour; and the ſpectators 
informed. me, that they ſaw the moſt evident tok- 
ens of happineſs in her face. Oh, what an abun- 
dant encouragement does this give to the worſt 
the vileſt—to fly to the fountain opened for fin, and 
for uncleanneſs, 156 fearing but the blood of Cur ir 
will waſh out every ſtain. Then, having much 
forgiven, they will love much, like Magdalene, and, 
_ ks this woman, W the riches of Gop's free 


grace, 


— 


. f 
grace, in their expiring moments, till they be 
raiſed to praiſe him in a higher ſtrain above. 

Another of thoſe who died was a Saint of the 
e ſuppoſed to be harmleſs and innocent: And 
there was reaſon to think that ſne never knew the 
deceitfulneſs of her own heart, *till ſhe was ſeized 
with a lingering ſickneſs which brought her to the 
grave. Her unconverted friends, ſuppoſing her 
death near at hand, ſent for a Clergyman to give 
her the Socrament;. and read the abſolution over 
her. But, from what could he abſolve ſo inno- 
cent a creature? * Jenny (ſaid he) you have al- 
ways been a good. girl, and have lived a ſober 
Chriſtian life all your days; therefore you need 
not be afraid to die.“ Her Siſter, who was ſtand- 
ing by, being convinced of better things, zealouſſy 
ſaid to her, My dear, believe it not—do you 
not know yourſelf that you are miſerable and un- 
done, and deſerve ten thouſand hells for your ten 


_ thouſand violations of the law of Gop, which you 


have broken in thought, and in-word, if not in 
deed?” The poor penitent anſwered, © Oh yes 


WE | 06 feel it---I ſtand in ld” of the blood 


oy” ſprinkling, and without it muſt. inevitably pe- 
riſh.“ 


A Micthodift-preacher was then eſired to come 


| and ſee her. He did not ignorantly daub her with 


untempered mortar ; but, inſtead of crying peace, 
peace, to her careleſs ſoul, kindly told her that ſhe 
"muſt be made à new creature, or ſhe would never 
enter into the kingdom of heaven---that ſhe muſt be 
eternally baniſhed from the preſence of the Lord, 
and the glory of his pauier, without an intereſt in 
his well-beloved Son. Her phariſaic friends were 
pleafed to ſay, That is poor comfort for a dying 
perſon ;” but he ſtill urged her to ſeek the Cou- 
FORTER e the FATHER had promiſed, | 
| | whom 


— 
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whom the Sox gave to all his faithful followers. 
And let it be recorded to the praiſe of a {in-pardon- 
ing GoD, that there was juſt cauſe to think ſhe- 
could call Feſus, Lord, (fer LOR and her Gop) 
by the Holy Ghoſt. 

When near her latter end, "the ſaid, © Oh, I 
ſee the beauty of CHRIST I I long to be with 
him,“ and then fell into a trance. Recovering 
after ſome time, ſhe looked with a chearful coun- 
tenance upon her friends, and ſaid, Oh, I have 
glorious and ſtrange things to tell you,” but, not 
being permitted to ſpeak of the great wonders ſhe 
had ſeen, ſhe cloſed her eyes, fell back in the 
bed, and ſweetly reſigned her ſoul into the hands 
of him who redeemed it. ; 

The third that departed this life was the Leader 
of a claſs in Cumber, a very dear friend of mine, 

and my only comforter in the land of my captivi- 
It is remarkable, that, about three quarters 

of a year beſore his deceaſe, he ſeemed to decline 
the croſs a little, and complained of lukewarmneſs 
in his duty, dwelling too much at eaſe in Zion. 
But words cannot deſcribe the pain which the con- 
ſideration of. theſe things gave him, when on his 
death-bed. He firſt began to cry out againſt alſ⸗ 
brethren who had hurt him, but he inſtantly re- 
proved himſelf, ſaying, “ Ah, wretched man that 
Jam / There f is none to blame but myſelf. I 
have fainted in the evil day---I am a backſlider of 
the deepeſt dye---but ſtill the bowels of divine com- 
paſſion are yearning over me, I hear the voice of 
my offended RypETMRR ſaying, Turn thou unte 
me, and I will heal thy backflidings, and again love 
thee freely.” Having received ſome comfort, he 
ſaid, “ If I fart aſide, like @ deceitful bow, Hell 
will be my portion. I am reſolved, therefore, if 
1 periſh, that it ſhall be at the feet of my dear 

| | ; 12 SH $a IMMANUEL ; 
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| Tibeatlcs EL.; but, confidently ee on the 
word of Cnkisr, expect to be made whole : 
For, who ever ſought the face of Gov in vain ? 
And again Jxsus faith, Whoſcever cometh to me 


I will in ns wiſe caft out. Why, then, art thou di- 


- .quieted, O my foul? ? He will not, he cannot caſt 
| thee out. 5 Oh 


No more i End Truth :ifelf can (he ; 
No more than Gop again can die, 


According to his expeAation and fate, ang 550r 
revolting. ſoul was again reſtored to the favour, 
and the image of his God. The kind hand of 
Jesus wiped. away every tear from his tyes, He 
began the ſong of the redeemed, which will never 
end. In the morning of the day he died, he faid, 
This Loxp's day. begins my eternal Teſt-—my 
Sabbath is everlaſting—my views of heaven tran- 
ſporting. I know 1 ſhall ſup with my Lox, this 
night in Paradiſe ;” into which happy place he 
was tranſlated, a few hours after. 
The tun being viſited with a very W dif. 
- eaſe, which like a plague ſwept away multitudes, 
I had ſome comfortable expectation that I ſhonld 
catch the infection, and be let looſe from this ta- 
bernacle. One of my friends ſaid to me, Peggy, 
perhaps I, will get to your e for 
Oe? replied, 80 de! it, Lo 


When mall my Dear $avioun extend 
The arms of his mercy. to me? _ 
The days of my pilgrimage end-— 

M ſoul from its priſon ſet free? 
When ſhall the bleſt moment arrive 
Which long J have pin'd for i in vain ? . 

> HE And ſtill T would die to revive, 
And ſuffer with Jesvs to reign. 


7 5 Rr 
- Oh, give me to bow my faint head, 
My ſorrowful ſoul to reſign; 
From pain everlaſtingly freed, 
I'll fink on the boſom divine. 
My SAvIOUR, why doſt thou delay 
Io call a poor wanderer home? 


Come quickly, and bear me away — 
The bride and the Spirit ſay, Come.“ 


There was ſomething very peculiar in my weekly 
experience, during the ſeven years of my glorious 
ſun-ſhine; I cannot recolle& one week wherein 
I was not ſenſible of two very different feelings in 
my ſoul, the one gradually ſucceeding. the other. 
If I may be allowed the ſimile, I was like one un- 
der the ſcorching influence of the material ſun, for 
three or four days at once---then my ſoul was re- 
freſhed with ftreams from heaven, as the parched 
ground with copious ſhowers in May, or a garden 
with living ſprings of water. I was continvally 
wrapped up in ſacred flames, or elſe, as it were, 
loſt in ſeas of ineffable delight. This was my hap- 
py. ſtate, which was never interrupted (if I re- 
member right) but once, after ſleeping for about 
quarter of an hour, on the Sabbath-day. Though 
I then judged it to be unneceſſary indulgence, 
yet I now believe the infirmity of my body re- 
quired it, However, the Accuſer of the Brethren 
took the advantage, injecting this thought, that I 
flept for the gratification of my fleſh ; ſo that, al 
that night, I was in exquiſite torture of mind, often 
crying, O wretch that I am ! what have I done! 
I have grieved the HoLy SIR IT, and he is with- 
drawn from me. My ſinful floth has forced my 
 Beroved to hide his face; and where, oh where 
ſhall IJ find him again?“ I continued faſting and 
praying, *til] break of day, then (all glory be un- 

vw, „ IH to. 
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to the Sox of righteouſneſs! |) he roſe: upon me 
with hea'ing in his ' wingr—with heart-reviving 
rays. This, I may ſay, was the firſt darkneſs 
I was acquainted with” in my. Chriſtian pilgri- 
mage. 35 

| Shortly after, I went a Tecohd time to enquire 
into the ſtate of my relations, who thought I was 

come; like the returning prodigal to his Father : 

But I meekly gave them to underſtand, that I had 
no remorſe for what T had done. Oh (ſaid they) 


you will draw back, like ſome of the reſt,” mh 2 5 


begged of me, at ſame time, never to bring that 


_ reproach upon myſelf. © They offered to give me 


the cloathes I had left behind me; but I judged it 
moſt prudential to reje& this kindneſs, as I had 
reaſon to ſuppoſe that they would blame innocent 
people for wearing or deſtroying them. Their 
hearts, alas! were ſtill full of bitterneſs. againſt 
the Methodiſts, and their tongues employed in 
ſpeaking flanderouſly of them. My mother told 
me ſhe had often reſolved to go to Cumber, and 

cag me away by the hair of qo 6 head from 
amongſt them. 

Notwithſtanding this, many of the neighbours, 
as well as my relations, inſiſted on my ſtaying 

among them for ſome time; For, (ſaid they) it 
may be good for our ſouls.” I, therefore, took 
up my croſs—prayed with them—and ſpoke to 
many, but met with numberleſs difcouragements : 
For, prejudice, and the fear of man, had an entire 
dominion over them. - Theſe words of-David were 
well adapted to my ſtate, „ Heorken, O daughter, 
an incline thine ear: Forget; alſo, thine own peo- 
ple, and thy father's houſe.” Vet (ſaid I, to my- 
ſelt) O thou endearing Lover of ſouls, tis not thy 
will that T ſhould ſo forget my own, as to have no 
concern for their eternal ſalvation: And I can af 
| pea 
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peal to thee who readeſt the heart, that L would 


be willing to- ſuffer any torments in this life, 


if could e ene their ſpiritual er Th 


neſs.”?. +. 
My heart was bleeding, day and night, to hear 


them bemoan my deplorable ftate, as they called 


it . And I had a ſecret jealouſy, leſt my affec- 
tions ſhould cleave too much to them, never ſup- 
poſing myſelt ſafe, while amongſt them. How- 
ever ſtrange it may ſound in the ears of ſome, I 
counted every day as it were a week, and ever 

week a month, till I was enabled to tear myſelf 
away from them: But at laſt, being reſolved to 
do it, on a very ſnowy day V inſiſted on leaving 


them, although I endangered my own life, and 


that of the little child they ſent with me. How- 


ever, through many difficult ſteps I got, to Cumber, 


but was abundantly recompenced by the comfort 
I received at the. Py of the ee ſo- 
ciety. 

Shortly after, troubles abounded « on every bend. 
We had an inexpreſſible want of our leader. 
Some, indeed, had knowledge enough to fill his 
place, but their behaviour was a reproach to 
religion. It was much to be lamented, there- 
fore, that there was none to meet with us hard one, 
who would get drunk, at leaſt four days in the 
week: This, was a-cauſa of great grief. to. every 
member in the ſociety, but-particularly to me, as 
[ lodged under the ſame roof with him. I thought 
it beſt to conceal his wickedneſs as much as poſſi- 


ble from others, that they might not totally for- 


ſake the claſs; yet I had a ſtrong. conflict with 
myſelf, knowing that the prayer = a wicked man 
was an abomination. t9 the Lard, I, therefore, 
knew not what to do: But God, ſeeing i it meet 
that his * ſhould be no o longer covered, 
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/ ſent a zealous preacher to his houſe, who, finding 


him in drink, ſaid, There have been many 
ſeaſonable admonitions loſt upon you We can 
bear with, you no longer—You cannot be a mem- 
ber of our ſociety, neither can we lodge in your 
houſe,” for it has too long given an occaſion to the 
enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme. They will con- 
tinue to ſay, © How are we better than you ?” if 
we countenance you in your drunkenneſs. I fear, 
as it is your darling, ſo it will be your damning 
fin.” Being, therefore, expelled the ſociety, 
there was no one now to entertain the Preach- 
ers. „%%% . Gs 
To add to my trouble, I was appriſed of the 
melancholy fall of one, in whoſe company J had 
often taken great delight. Many were the hours 
we ſpent together in heavenly converſation, but 
ſhe was now enſnared by Satan, transformed into 
an angel of light.' When her huſband was dying, 
ſhe inadvertently promiſed him that ſhe would 
never marry another man, for which he greatly 
| blamed her, but ſaid, I hope you will be @ widow 
indeed. However, before the end of a year, ſhe 
was tempted by the Devil, and ſome carnal ſui- 
tors, to break her promiſe. | 4 
Hearing that ſhe was ſolicited by one who had 
not even the conduct of a man, much leſs the 
grace of a Chriſtian, I aſked her if the report was 
true. She did not deny it, but ſaid, I have 
been inquiring of the LokD, who has revealed it 
to me as his will, that I ſhould marry that man, 
in order to be the inſtrument of his converſion.” 
I happrehended, that Satan had caught her in the 
net of Calvin's predeſtination, that accurſed bane 
which has poiſoned many; for ſhe ſaid, © it was 
_ ordained for her to do that very thing,” though ſo 
diametrically oppoſite to the word of Gop, . 
7 . n aith, 


* 


1 „ 
faith, Be not unequally yoled together, believers 
with unbelievers, Could it be leſs than a deluſion 
from hell, to dream that this revelation was of 
Go, which contradicted that which he hath re- 
vealed in his word? I believe pride, alſo, had 
got into the heart of this deluded woman, as well 
as other falſe impulſes, for ſne ſeemed to glory in 
ſaying, the you admired her beauty. Alas! 
that much abuſed gift of heaven, which becomes 
a temptation to the moſt! that are poſſeſſed of it, 
and captivates the eyes of many inordinate lovers 

Upon the whole, this precious ſoul was in jeo- 
pardy: For, being adviſed by many preachers, 
and by Mr. Weſtey, to fly for her life, ſhe pro- 
miſed ſhe would, but repeated hes from time 
to time. At laſt, ſhe was called, according to 
the cuſtom of the Preſbyteriant before marriage; 
and, in ſpite of all that Gop or man could do, 
raſhly ran into that which proved her ruin. She 
knew the dire effects, when it was too late: For, 
her huſband, whom ſhe meant to convert, exer- 
eiſed fuch authority over her, that he would hard- 
ly let her go to the preaching. She was aſhamed 
of her folly, and laid it ſo to heart, that ſhe could 
not appear in public, but went with him to Ame- 
rica, and there died! truſt not without remiſſion 
of her fin. Oh that this had been the laſt inſtance 
of the ſame kind that ever I had heard! But, alas! 
Who can tell the evil conſequences of the Children 
of Gop, and thoſe of the world, joining together 
Let this ſuffice for all—I have known many fall 
from the pinnacle of grace into the gulph of miſe- 
Ty, from this cauſe. . e LL SSIS" TL 
The Devil now began to preach to me again, 
that it was not poſſible I ſhould endure to the end, 
often bringing to my remembrance that late emi- 
nent ſaint who was admired by every one, and yet 
* | turned 


( 18 


"turned back to folly. I told my temptation to 2 
friend, who bid me beware; for many, he ſaid, 


had fallen, through the very dread of falling. He, 


and the reſt of the Preachers, begged of me alſo, | 


at the peril of my falvation, to eſcape from Cum- 
ber; for, they ſaid, the judgments of Gop would 
| certainly light on the inhabitants thereof, becauſe 
they had rejected the goſpel of Ixs us Ennis r. 1 
told them I intended doing fo, but knew not 


where to go. I could find no place in Newtown, 


the families of the Met hodiſis being generally di- 
vided ; and I had heard from ſome (whom I then 
thought I might believe) that the Methodiſis of 
Liſburn were ſo proud, that they would not be 
ſeen attending me to the preaching houſe. I was 


_ exceeding weak in receiving/this report, although 


it was from the mouths: of ſome profeſſors. The 
Preachers told me, for my encouragement, they 
+ would inquire for a place in the Country, near 
Tandragee, but adviſed me to come to the Quar- 


terly-meeting in Liſburn, and from thence 1 


ſhould be helped to whatever place: Was ines 
me. £13 | 

All my acquaintances in Gade ſtrove to per- 
ſuade me againſt leaving them, ſaying, © Let the 
Women continue to meet together, as they were 
ordered by ſome: of the Preachers, and who knows 
but Gop will yet. viſit us,” It was clear to me, 
that Gon had caſt them off, at leaſt for a ſeaſon ; 
therefore I was reſolved, althou gh with much ſor- 


row of heart, | ſhortly to take my leave of them. 


But I was hindered for a while by many concur- 


ring circumſtances, whereby I loſt much of the 


life of Gop, 'principally by taking thought for 
the morrow, both in a ſpiritual and temporal 


ſenſe. I reaſoned thus with myſelf, «© Wherein 


| am I better here, than in Killinchy ? The candle-, 


fiick 


. — 


— 


| 


. 


Pick is now removed out of its place—There are 


many of the righteous taken away from the evil to 


come. There are others who can attend on 


neighbouring Societies, but I am like one be- 


— 


reaved of all outward comforts,” Beſides, my 
weak body was harr aſſed „ AS 1 was obli ge d, both 
late and early, to work for my daily ſuſtenance, 


which could ſcarcely be aftorded, the Woman 
and Children being oppreſſed with the wild ex- 


travagance of the Maſter of the houſe. 

I was obſerved going to Church, by two Gen- 
tlewomen, who often humbled themſelves by 
taking notice of me. One of them inſiſted over 
and over again, that I ſhould go to an hoſpital in 
Dublin, thinking I ſhould recover my ſight. She 
ſaid ſhe was ſorry for me: and that ſhe had wrote 
to her Brother there concerning me. Sh, alſo, 
offered me money to bear my charges on the road: 
But this I refuſed, thanking her, and ſaying, 1 


did not wiſh to be confined from the means of 


grace.” Her Siſter gave me an eye powder, which 


(to pleaſe her) I applied for many weeks, but be- 
lieved it to be in vain. I heard the generous Lady 


was much offended at my refufal, and incenſed 


others againſt me. res NR 
Soon after, there was a gilded ſnare laid for 


me. Being in a certain houſe all night, where 


there were two profeſſors of religion, I overheard 
them in an apartment adjoining mine, diſcourſ- 


ing together. Suppoſing that it was edifying, 


was prompted by curioſity to liſten; but was 


ſoon convinced of my miſtake, yet had not re- 


ſolution enough to fly from the ungodly conver- 

ſation of men from whom I little expected it. The 

Serpent that beguiled , ſaying, “ If you eat of the 

tree, you ſhall be wiſe as Goo,” ſuggeſted to my 

mind, Stay ſtill It may be profitable to * | 
| _ ſtan 


=y 


— 4 


hap ; U 84 ); 


; frand betwixt good and evil; For before, * 


I confeſs, I Had been ſweetly ignorant oy char a | 
oon 


which was the ſubje& of they vain- talk. 


went to prayer, but, alas] not ſoon enough. I 


knew not then, but ſhortly, afterwards, (to m 
- direful experience) that it was dear-bought know- 
| ledge; and I alſo found that evi! communication. 
corrupt good_ manners. The Enemy came in, as 


it were with a flood of contagious thoughts, which, 
for ſome time, I had power to reſiſt, but was gra- 
dually ſhorn of my ſtrength, and became weak as 
Samſon in the hands of the Phil; Mines. 

I thought it was now high time, on account ot 

my ſpiritual intereſts, to make the beſt of my way 
from the dead inhabitants of this town, eſpecially 
as the Preachers had adviſed me to it. But my 


poor luke warm friends diſapproved of it; and it 


was a great favour that one of them came with me 
a quarter of a mile, leaving me to ſhift for my- 
ſelf the reſt of the Toad. I durſt not undertake 


to walk it alone, therefore, was obliged for the 
firſt time, to make application for help from, one 


houſe to another, humbly intreating the people to 
lead me on the road that went to Liſburn. Many 


of them conducted me kindly for, a good way; 


but others put me off the road, which _ my 


journey the morie tedious. - 


* r Gov, work a deliverance ſor .me;” and 


Before 1 had walked far, I was expoſed to the 
gnidance of 2 little child, who was ſo incapable. to 


take care of me, that 1 fell into a large pool of 


water, and without the interpoſition of providence 


"muſt have been irrecoverably loſt. I cried unto 
the Lorp, like Zonah out of the belly of hell. 


Sticking faſt in mire and dirt, and almoſt cover- 


ed with water, I ſtretched forth my hand to the 


brow, and taking hold of it, ſaid, 1 beſcech thee 
his 


* 
/\ 


1 
his powerful arm was diſplayed in pulling me out. 
This Tk the third —— that Go» anifetca 
his goodneſt in faving me from water. The firſt 

time was, hen I was under 4 Tofe tempration = 
concerning ſecret dævotion, imagining it muſt be 
ſo entirely remote from every eye, that none 
ſhould fee me: And being Watched over, and 
0 by mockers on every hand, I thought T 
zuld find out ſome ſecret 1 where I could 
not poſſibly be diſcovered. Ateordingly, I went 
over a high ditch into a field where none but catile 
reſorted. After praying to Gop, I could not find 
my way pack to my father's houſe, but wandered 
to and fro for about two hours. At laſt, I 
ſtrangely got to the top of à precipice, from 
whence, if I had taken but another ſtep, I muſt 
have fallen into a dangerous ſtanding, water: But 
Khile I ſtood fill, praying for help from above, 
Providence directed a man to me from a diſtant 
Meadow, . who aſked me what I was doing there. 
could ſcarce make arifwer, but praiſed Gop for 
B/ PT 7 en tomy th 

y ſecond deliverance from this element was 
on a Sunday. While I was going, with ſome of 
my kindred, to the meeting, they were conver- 
fing by the way with their neighbours about the 
thirigs of the world, and as it is written, Speak 
nt thine own words, nor think thine own thoughts on 
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( 86 ) 
But this third time was moſt ſeyere. of all, 
there being none near to ſuccour me in my out- 
wardly deplorable ſituation: And, what added 
to my diſtreſs, was, that I had not the clear light 
of Gop's countenance as formerly. Now my 
| weak faith was exerciſed with ſtrong trials, and of 
another nature than I had ever been acquainted 
with. T wandered up and down, making but flow 
advances to the place I was, going for, till the 
darkneſs of the night approached. Then I began 
to inquire for a lodging, offering to pay for it, (as 
I had a Shilling i in my pocket) but was refuſed 
again and again. At laſt a friendly man ſaid, 1 
might lie in his barn ; but alas! I could* not be 
thankful for this : Y rather found a murmuring 
thought ariſe, which cauſed me to ſhed tears. 1 
ſaid within myſelf, „This is a change indeed, 
but not for the better. Muſt I be expoled to ſleep 
in an out-houſe, ſurrounded by ſtrangers ? But, 
O my Gop, what were all this, if I had thy com- 
fortable preſence ?” T well knew that pride and diſ- 
content were beginning to revive, like that beaſt 
mentioned in the Revelation, whoſe deadly. wound 
was healed, after one of, is heads was Wares, as 
it were to death. 

While I was has condoling my ſtate, there 
came a prudent young man, and ſaid to me, 
«You muſt ſtrive to get into ſome houſe, as it is 
not fafe for any woman to walk in this country at 
night, becauſe there are many like rolves ſeeking 
their prey.“ Then leading me to the Rouſe of 
one Clarke, the family were eaſily prevailed on to 
let me ſtay with them. There were four young 
women who treated me with much tenderneſs, 
both cleaning and drying my wet and dirty clothes. 
T talked ſo much to them upon religious matters, 
Tune 8255 all cried out I was a Method! 4 But Gop 


gave 


— 


| ( 8 * 
a 5 me ftich favour in their ſight, that they dans 
would call upon them, if ever I ſhould come 
that way again. After giving me ſupper and bed, 
without any expence, they conducted me on my 
way above half a mile, when being overtaken by 
a certain gentlewoman, ſhe took me by the hand, 
with the greateſt good nature, and ſaid ſhe woule] 
take me to Liſburn, as ſhe was going there to the 
market. I was thankful to her, but wondered at 
her humility. She brought me ſafe to a Metho- 
diſt's houſe, where I inquired for ſome decent 
dry lodging, becauſe I had been informed that 
there had been many who had impoſed on the ſo- 
ciety, coming in the name of Methodifis ; but 
they had ſhewn by their evil fruits that they were 
not: I therefore ſuppoſed that their hearts would 
have been ſteeled againſt all ſtrangers. 


The Miſtreſs of the houſe inquired into my 5 
ſpiritual ſtate, and I told her concerning my juſ- 


tification. She then courteouſly aſked me into 
the parlour, and gave me every token of Chriſtian 
friendſhip. Keeping me till ten o Clock at night, 

ſhe directed me to a lodging which ſhe thought to 
be honeſt, but was a receptacle for all manner of 


wickedneſs. This was not revealed to me for 


ſome time, the woman who kept the room being 


truly a whited ſepulchre. She pretended to be 


fond of prayer, and ſinging of hoe and ſaid ſhe 
would be a Mother to me, if I would ſtay with 
her a quarter of a year. I conſented to ſtay only 
till T ſhould hear what account the Preachers 


would give; for I knew they would fulfil —_ Fro: 


miſe made to me in Cumber. 


I was now, indeed, like a bird entangled i in the 


ſnare of the fowler ; and there was none. that knew 
of ie, ſave one friend, who lived in a room op 


* to the landlady's. I repaired often o him "4M ; 
1 A _ counſel, 
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counſel, When the floods of den ws 
abounding ; for. there were lodgers that refided 


with us, whoſe company was very difagreeable to 
me. I believe. their wickedneſs could ſearcely be 


_ © equalled by any out of the infernal pit, In ſhort, 


they were either fighting, or curſing, or drinking; 
or elſe the landlady and they dancing as if they were 
mad, and continually laughing with the Hugghter 
of fook. But, bad as they were, there were 
others, who oceaſionally frequented the houſe 
that were worſe, if poſſible. There were three 
beg in the room along with mine, dich L. paid 
for weekly. Having got the loan of a wheel, ] 
Was buſy in the day time, and part of the ni night, | 
endeavouring to get my livelhood in this ne 

wickedneſs ; and was enabled to live eee 


155 of friends and ſtrangers. 


On the day of the quartesty-meeting, 1 = 
much refreſhed in the breaking of bread, in the 

name of the Lore Jusus, and my love was 
| 2 eatly copfirmed te his people. I was fully per- 
ed: that this was one of the moſt ſcriptural, 

prudential means for reviving the flame of love in 
every heart. My firength was greatly renewed; 
but fill, upon reflection, I had } juſt cauſe to re- 
— —_ whence I had fallan, and RP to 

__ and do my fir works... 

| he Preachers told me they had not had an op- 
Fee of inquiring for a place fer me, but ſaid, 
F mould know in fix weeks, which time they 
wauld be travelling round the circuit. I was en- 
gaged by my promife to fray where I was, till I 
ſhould find a reſt with: ſome of the Aethodiſti, 
- which couldnot yet be found, though it was diligent- 
ly fought after; by Brother Cumberland: in particu- 
lar, Who was an eye and ear-witneſs to my griev- 
dus . n were more than can be eee 
5 Ut > 
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But this was my conſolation, , that Gop was my 
refuge in the time of trouble, to whom I called for 
ſuccour, with tears and ſupplications, day and 
night, Glory be to his: name, he raiſed up one to 
be a father to inſtruct me, and a friend to comfort 
me, during my ſix weeks dreary probation, at the 
end of which time Learneſtly ſued for relief, re- 
lating to many of Gop's people how. I was com- 
paſſed about with wickedneſs ef every kind, and 
— by her who was my pretended friend. 
ITis true that I. refuſed to pray with her, and 
often told her, that her behaviour, in general, 
was an abomination to the Lord, and that hypocrites, 
as well as their prayers, would be rejected by him 
with. abhorrenee. I ſuffered much from the abuſe 
ef her tongue; aud (what: was moſt treacherous). 
ſhe laboured, behind my back, to ſet all my re- 
ligious friends againſt me. But the Lox D, who 
ever pleadeth: the cauſe of the righteous, made a 
way for my eſcape from all the debauchery, mi- 
ſeries, and ineonveniencies of this place, whicir 
was the very emblem of hell. How ſhall Lever 
be able to praiſe him ſufficiently for his great ſal- 
vation from this fiery trial! | The inſtruments. he 
made uſe of were two or three compaſſionate 
triends, who, inſpecting into my ſtate, recom- 
| yr og me to a ee been who Was living 
One. 
. began to ſpin for my emaintepapge with this 
woman, judging it expedient for ſome reaſons to 
pay her for her attendance, though I ſtill, looked 
on myſelf as much. indebted to her; for indeed ſhe- 
exerciſed a motherly care over me. I continued 
do live with her ſeven years, in which time many 
ſtrange occurrences a foes of On 
ſs be ory mne. We p 
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\ And, firſt} reſpecting outward Wee dss 
I Was put to a great ſtand; for when I began to 
buy my flax, 1 had only one ſhilling: However, 
J earned fomething, and lived conformable to my 
gains, with regard te eating and drinking; but 
it was not in my power to diſcharge my weok- 
If debt for bed and fire. F remember being once 
ve ſhillings in arrear. This eenſidera tien was 
grievous to me, knowing no way to extricate 
myſelf, and thinking of the Apoſtles words, Owe 
1 man any thing. Being, therefore in much 
 heavineſs for ſome days, I made earneſt ſupplica- 
tron to the throne'of grace, ſaying, © O Lorp 
Gov, it thou wilt, thou canſt deliver me, al- 
8 thick "darkneſs is before me, and I can 
ny" of hing among thy people. If 

it be thy wilfthat L Would Eve and die with them, 
order my temporal concerns fo, that I may not be- 
come a feandal to thy goſpel, nor be expoſed to 
the miſery which was long foretold me by my un- 
belteving kingfolk” In anſwer to my prayer, the 
tender mercy” of my Go» was foon difphyed in a 
wonderful manner, the hearts of my friends being 
diſpoſed to pay my debt. At the ſame time, one 
came to me, = the order of the Pariſh Miniſter, 
and aſked me if I would receive a filling a fort- 
night, which was given to many, who, the ſup- 
pcſed,) had not more need of it. I was thankful 
to him, and looked upon it as 4 gift from Gop, 
chevgh at firſt, ' own” with ſhame, my proud 


2 heart found ſome reluctance at receiving it. But 


afterwards Feould praife the LoRD for it, or for 
any poſſible way of ſubſiſting amongſt his followers. 
| Tun bleſſing was continued to me for ſome years ; 
yet notwithſtanding, my bodily ſtrength was much 
exhauſted, through the many hardſhips 1 laboured 
under, but chiefly the want of fire for three win- 
u . 


> 
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the one where the fire was kept, was poſſeſted by 

ungodly lodgers ; therefore, we thought it beſt to 
for feit our privilege of 1 it, and ſtay together in the 
bedchamber. | This was a. {mall matter to my 
comrade, who frequently went abread; and in 
Carrichhſfor gui 
ſpent Hiutle leſs than half her time. In her abſence, 
I was under the neceſſity of lrving alone; and not 


being capable to dreſs a morſe} for myſelf, was of- 


ten oppreſſed with hunger and cold, l it was 
unknown to moſt of my acquatntances. - 
However, though þ was fometimes ata loss for 
meat, yet I met with friendly treatment from 
many; infinitely more than I expected or deferved. 


For the moſt part, I was afleed three or four times 


2 week to partake of the neceſſary refreſhments of 
life; and (what I eſteemed more) was favoured 


with the company ob dete tt were e to | 


my foul. 


"Once I remember I was done, and though much | 


indiſpoſed, had not one to give me even a warm 


drink. I prayed that Go would incline the 
hearts of fome of thofe wicked ones that were in 


the houſe to do it for me. Soon after, one of 


them came and aſked me, if ſhe ſhould make me 


a drink of meal and water. I was glad of gcc 
_ and received it as a cordial. 
At other times, I was rendered ſo eval t 

want of food convenient, that I was hardly able to 
go to preachi 
always near 3 Therefore, I was con- 
ſtrained to ſpeak to a Nea concerning my want 
of money and proviſions; and, in ſpite of my 


natural baſhfulneſs, I ſaid, “ If you will let me 


have a ſm: quantity of meal till market-day, Iin- 


tend paying you then.“ She inſtantly 4 : 


ur, (There a Siſter of her's lived,) the | 


apd on my return from it, was 
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my requeſt, and prepared ſomething for me to eat. 
At the time appointed I diſcharged my ae "oo 
the 5 might not be blamed. 4 
My fleeping, as well as my eatitg, was, in 
neral, very irregular: For often in the day 
gone through cold and afſliction of body, I was 
obliged to repair to bed; and then at night, when 
every one elſe was aſſeep, would ſpin in the dark, 


and without fire, which was a ſevere trial, and 


ſuch as Lonce thought was impoſſible for me to 


bear. However, through divine ſtrength, I found 
it not only poſſible to be born, but even delight- 
ful, becauſe of the privileges E enjoyed from day 
to days 1 in common with the ſaints... | 
The mercy of Gon was ſurprizingly mani- 
: felted i in relieving my external wants ſundry times, 
eſpecially in my greateſt extremity. Two or three 
inſtances I may juſt recount. 
Once, when þ was confined by fickneſs, ſo that 
I could not riſe out of bed, I was in the utmoſt 


_ diſtreſs for a drink to defreſhi me. I called upon 


Soy that he would fave me from murmuring, 


which- unſpeakable mercy was granted: And (far 
above what could 1 there was a preſent 
ſupply ſent to me, and that by the hand of a very 
wicked perſon It was a glaſs of ſome cordiat 
which I knew not; but this I know, that I took it 
for ſuch a proof of the Lox D's tender regard fos: 
my body, ve n. inſtantly riſe, and ern 
him thanks. ED ION eee 
- at br + caps Tas almoſt in the ſame con 
dition, only that my wants, called for a different 
relief; when ſuddenly a friend came in, from 
hom 1 expected no help, and e me ſome 
neceſſaty food. 
5 There have been 1 hems of Gos 8 
gracious dealings towards me which cannot be re- 


vat corded; 
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corded; but the moſt of the inconveniences I en-. 
dured, chiefly aroſe from the want of one to pre- 
| pare my meat in due ſeaſon, *Tis true I might 
dave employed ſome in the houſe, who would 


not have been ſo indiſcreet as to refuſe doing it 
for me; but I had reaſon to believe, from ſome 


trials I bad made of that kind, that they would 


reckon me under ſuch obligations as could never 


be diſcharged: And beſides, their company was 


nat able to me; for they were apt to ſpeak 
| lightly or cenſoriouſly of her whom I loved as my 
own ſoul, blaming her for leaving me alone, 
which (I believe) from her attachment te her 
ſiſter, could not be avoided. Her abſence, in- 
deed, occaſioned me much trouble; but I could 
diſcern in all this an over - ruling Providence. 


It was moſt diſagreeable to nature to live in 


winter, as I was obliged te do for feveral days, 
upon a ſmall quantity of dry bread. I thereby + 
found my ſtrength exhauſted ; and, one morning, 
the weather being very fevere, I was ready to 


fink under the W of my diſtreſs. Every 
nerve ſeemed to be affected. My trembling limbs 
could hardly ſuſtain nay weak frame. I was ex- 


_ ceedingly athirſt for righteouſteſs, yet found but 


a ſmall degree of it. Something alſo was wanting 
to quench my natural thirſt, as I ſometimes eat 
ſalt herrings, for which: I could be thankful at 


times. However, I refolved to take courage, and 


aſk one to go with me to a certain acquaintance, 
who durſt believe my promiſe that I would pay 


her, at a ſet time, for a little bread and tea. A 
child accordingly braught me to the houſe, where 
the woman had pity on me, and gave what 1 
wanted: Nay, though. an unbeliever, ſhe care» 
fully prepared breakfaſt for me, ſaying, You 


are the picture of death, and I believe God will 
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"ork releaſe you out of * troubles, and take yon 
to an endleſs reſt.“ Her words were reviving to 
me; but 1 could only then ſay, Lord, ſpare me 
yet a. little longer, that I may recover my ſpiri- 
tual , bo g ,, and be no more 


| 81 often found refreſhings foe the freenet f the 
Tord; but never, I think, ſuch an active faith, 
ſuch an overflowing joy, as in the firſt ſeven years 
of my intercourſe with heaven. I may juſtly ſay, 
that, during all that time, I was an entire ſtranger 
to what may properly be called ſevere trials, I 
mean inward injections from Satan, and fiery darts 
from hell, with which I was at laſt aflited' eon- 
tintally. "Theſe extorted many cries and tears 
from me, in the night-feaſon ; and often, when I 
was aſleep, I have been like one led away, by the 
deluſion of the enemy, into the commiſſion of 
ſome unſuſpected ſin; and being ſtruck with ſur- 
prize, I have awakened, ſuddenly crying, O 
my Gop, is it poſſible that I dare thus fin againft 


i 7 thee ?” At other times I have ſaid, when recall- 


ing my ſenſes from ſleep, © Be merciful to me, 
and deliver me, O Lon p, from this temptation.” 
I'was glad when F had any power to reſiſt evil 
on its being firſt preſented to me; then I knew | 
my  cenſcience eontracted no guilt : But when I 
was: ſenſible, at any time, that even a thought 
was led captive by it, my ſoul was in an exquiſite 
- _ agony ; and 1 found equal ſelf-condemnation, as 

© I had actually broken the commandments of 

OW. 

Oftentimes I had power to wreltle mightily 3 
| prayer, ſweating, and agonizing for deliverance _ 
from the remains of a carnal mind, but principally 
Go 4 5 tint e 29 55 me "But for the moſt 
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part, 1 was ready to conclude 1 ſhould one day fall, 7 
as it were, 2. 8 hand of Saul. 
r 


Many a frightful ſcene. was preſented to the 
eyes of my mind, ſuch as, that I ſhould bring a 
public reproach on the Goſpel of CHRIS H, which 
ſeemed to be certified ta me by ſome inward im- 
pulſe. It was difficult to diſcern from what ſpirit it 
came. Sometimes, theſe words were impreſſed 
powerfully on my mind, which were . of 
Capernaum, with regard to its privileges, TA 
that art exalted to heaven, foo be caſt down-to hell.” 
The miſt of darkneſs ſo obſcured my views of 
Gp, that I was often forced to cry out, His 
mercy is clean gone for ever—ſurely: he has forgotten 
to be gracious.” The Devil was always ſtriving to 
add to. my miſery, by repeatedly aſking, Where 
is now thy Gd? Conſtrained by ſome ſacred ſpark 
of 1 I uſed ſometimes to anſwer, I cannot 
doubt his willingneſs to ſave My Gop, I can 
claim-thee, though with a faultering tongue My 
Jesus, I can hold thee, though with a trembli 
hand: And I can appeal to thee, that I LO 
rather ſuffer (were it poſſible) the torments of hell 
itſelf, than voluntarily commit the fins to which 


Iam tempted.” Glory be to him who will net 


quench the ſmoaking flax, nor break the bruiſed reed! 
I found help * his holy hill; for he is touched 
with an inward ſympathy---he feels the infirmi- 
ties of his e d followers: For this very end 
that he might ſuccour them, he permitted bintf 
to be tempted, in the days of his fleſh. 
This meditation is unſpeakably comfortable to 
me in all my temptations from the Wicked one, 
which, ee have been various, and more in 
number than the-moſt of my religious acquaint- 
ances Ine bren tried 28 T leet _ continu- 
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that E-fxonld abide where OO 


0 
to obſerve. This advice of theirs, I muſt ſay, 


A ichen iR —— of 
mind which 1 felt, or with the glitn mering light 


and faint hope of glory, which 1 frequently had, 


and which was as an anchor to my ſoul, raifing it 


ſuperior to all the ſtorms of ſim and tribulation. = 


Among all my various 


Ius afflicted 


Vic a dread concerning the fouls'of my relations, 
though I was not once tempted to return to them 


for any temporal ſupport: Nay, I had an averſi- 


on to the very thought -- From the time I left 


Egypt, I never once loaded back to rhe fleſhfotothere- 


of, but was ſatisfied abundantly in the wilbof um 


Aithou; Sap © to ſay, was defired by | 


fome- o my weak Brethren to go home to my Pa- 


rents,” for ſuecour in my affliftion: - 1 inferred 
from: thence; that they meant T ſhould- not be 
to them, which Itook care continually 


was as unſcaſonable to me, as that of Peter to my 


ſuffering Lon d; but I could n 


ſtrength alone, Cet thee: behind-me, Satan,” 

I believed it to be from him only. — — 
after three years abſtnce — ian ace kin- 
dread; 1 went to inquire how they doing, and 
was received with demonſtrations of both joy and 


ſorrow. We wept together; and, with ſome pa- 


125 tience,/ they could hrar ms regret thelt-tiſeeablc 


= ey: *s 426 Wamwt; nas 35 no undins ac a, ft 


I did not àuquaint them of the outward wants 


3 ſo often expoſed, but related 


| al ny for me. 1 


12 2 had 


judice might be 
gs > ar thoſe: 


* 


ing after the doctrine and: d 


5 2 Me tladiſi.— others ſolicitous to hear {os 


ymns repeated, and ſung. I gratified them all 


28 — thought requiſite; and, even above my 
natural power, labonred to perſuade, them thar . 
they could not de Chriſtians, without regeneration. 


It was mightily impreſſed on my mind, to pr 
with them when they aſſembled together, and 
was likewiſe urged to it by my Father: But it 
appeared a heavy croſs to me to perform. this 
duty in his hearing. e 1 refuled, but 
found a ſecret check for it. 

I was invited from hauſe to houſe: through ald 


the Country, and the people told me their inten- 


tion was fincere in doing ſo “ We would: rather 
hear you {ſaid they) than our teacher; for it is be- 
yond. all doubt that Gop has wrought a miracle 
for you, as you never had the advantage of: hu- 
man inſtruction.“ I have laboured, yn, batons 
gether, to convince them, one by one, of the! ne- 
ceſſity of true repentance, and a lively faith in Ix- 
sus CHRIST : And the method that I generally 
uſed, was, to draw inferences from their own ca- 
techiſm, and from che hymns with which they 
were affected; but did not at all preſume to ſtand 


up as an — leſt any ſhould take an occa- 


_ Hom to ſay, 7 
Preacher, dick G deters) ee 
cauſe. of Go. I was deeply ſenſible of my own 
| K inſufficieney, 
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inſufficiency, and ænew that L cu ſpeak nothing 
On th on of the whole matter, there 


vere ſome that appeared to be awakened that 


2 their een eren and refrathed 
the, tongues. from their , cuſtomary” ſwearing. 


. Many oß them, allo, begged of me to bring @Prcach- 
er among them, if it were poſſtble. A fich mun 
who, aged we to his houſe, ſaid, they ſhould 
mget With a hoſpitable reception from him. 
7 a; don, le that dark land, rejoicing in hope 
| chat therg would ſhortly be a glorioub work of 
Gopsthere. On my journey, I Called im Cumber; 
but my heaxrbled, and my eyes guſhed with tears, 
to think of the deſolations that fis had wrought 
there, o even imagined that I faw CARS N weep- 
ing over it, asthe did once over the bloody tir 
 Fanuſalemy and ſaying, © Onthat thou hauft Haba, 
in Hy day, the thing, that belong cunto thy: hene 
But I began to dread, that shey were hid frem 
the eyes of moſt of them. 51 I Hai | 03 
/:Goingt0.Lifburn, I was not long: there; tilt a 
letter was ſent from Aillinely, earneſtly imploring 
that a Preacher might come there. Ieould Rot 
neſt till I, prevailed on one to go: But upon his 
return, he damped; my joy by telling me, it was 
all in vain, as the fear of the magiſtrate and: miniſ- 
ter hindered the pgople from heading him. 
The, year following, I went there again, and 
told; chem Lwas grieved that they had ſhewn 
ſuch diſregard to CHRIST and his meſſenger, and 
bad ſlighted that goſpel which might have proved 
the power of: Godito thein ſalvation; Some of them 
ſeemed to be aſham ed, and ſaid; het ex horted 
them privately, andi they never heard ſuchlgraci- 
ous words as he poke nor ſa ſuch grace in the 
oigfrit ov 00). H ega * 01 eountenance 
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counter ane aß ny man: LI un, each 


was puone to put thel blame upon another 04 10 
going to hear him za public, een t 
theſe to great men threutened to do. iT / 
But among alltherartleſsthrorig; [Tilt Ibn 
two genuine Converts, one Milian and i Vee, 
who had lately turned their backs on the world. 
He chad been muck! admired for his elegant danc- 
ing, but had now got his eyes Open to ſee that tis 
was vanity, yea madneſs itſelf; And that all ar 
fleeting enjoyments of dime und ſenſe were 


beneath the dignity of an immortal foul.” He | 
was made the inſtrument of his 5 's ae 
who had been as wicked 8 er neighbou ghbours, 


tough an Elder's daughter 
Wach this bleſſed couple 1 ſpent men dener 


able days in my repeated viſits to Killinchy,' 7 2 


Once time, while I was there, two little Wen. 
about ten years old (of whom my ſiſter was one) 
begged me often to go apart to pray with Ws 
to which I readily. conſented, and found fu 
melting of heart as could not be expreſſed. They 
told me, they had agreed together to leave all; as 
L had done, and to go along with =o adding, 
wich tears and uncommon zeal, “ We do! not 
matter What game the world makes of us; or 
what they Hall call us, for we are! reſolved 15 


ſerve Go.“ While E was with them I trove te 


ſtrengthen them; but, according to my expecta- 
tion, When I was gone, they: ere baffled) Cut of 


all their ſeriouſneſs. Daß T8140. 04 D7 307 $0150) 111 


My bowels were till yearning oter my relac- 
tions: who continued: infenfible ; therefore; 11 paid 


them a yearly viſit, after the rſt fou years Loo 


expired: Still l expected chat tlie broad c upon the 

waters auanld b feen many days afterwards; there 
ore Fſpent whole 5 in conxerſing, ſinging, 
and 
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yitz wid them till d found myſelfifo 
4 6d Print thy il fait: And what 
Wis heefiQvfaliaylabourtd/ofiis)-Sromas mot 
ſuch as I could have Wied. Some dee fait, 
- Ol forarc ut anger ent dddwh from Heuvel“ 
Others faid; o Mou ate Leully a god memory: 
Hur T Was truly fick of their ſtattery, hd xrAfed 
From Peakeing tuch hen I fouhd At abortive.” 
4 T Heard once, td my great comtott, thut there 
136434! Odtbotd, walled 4 fene, in Kililea, 
"adjudged from the atcount of his being mad, 
that he Win OW Hen. L quickly got u letter 
written? and 4 dme in taking it 
to hirn, ſayinng, he would rather do chat, than 1 
ould expoſe myſelf to the army: 
As fon as this uprighr man e dene und 
l ſomething abe fpirit: of hfα²N¹C m 
brother vod me) he 'was glad to hear e 
api H{Hhot wait to fin the whole; put telling his 
Jolie Be feliſtrakcta Walk to the Tounp try he came 
thre" fte to fer me! Ny Mother 8 ſtrrpriſed 
2r his killing” die on ohr firſt meeting, and at 
mis fin TT 


| ace ppear to be dd acquaint- 
e 7 agar an his 
expert endez wal he peopleobegann to flock 


ers the! 25 where we! were?! Wichwut any 
- Heide of his, maity Md-folloutdhim to the 
[*ouſs?2 wit an intent] hbpes d ro be edified. 
ay Hi Er, rather in A rutle manner, bogged of 


i. 3 ceiling Rim umät dnendful can. 
enters Rigi vn fue If any of his Jett dbould 

"ye chere cin hbwhifpes!1 tequieſted-Hitm by 
+ een the- gixipa#Hhibhy>be 
ear friehde, yo Herd niit fear that 1 
7 toe tocpreick will only fit ſtill, 
give you a few — advice, which I uf 
ICC 


T y «M01. 3 | 
fire you may 3 word of Gon.“ 
Hel then exerced his talent among them, as Gp 
gave him ability, and enme to, theft frequently 
afterwards, - tabouring with them af o tl. cargd 
r vid blog IL gov} 
I was much bleſſed in hHearing his experience, 
which was ſingularly ſtriking. In all bis conver- 
ation there ſeemed to be a ſolemnicy becoming a 
Chriſtian: And my relations and he, in ſometime, 
were ſo endeared to each other, that they wept 
bitterly wWwhen he was taking his laſt) farewsl. 
They likewiſe faid: they loved me better, and had 
more ſorrow in parting with me, than ever they 
felt during my twelve year's abſence, from them. 
My Father came but once to Liſburn on pur- 
poſe to fee me. He then ventured to attend our - 
evening meeting, and afterwards there were mauy 
good inſtructions given him by onè of our friends, . 
uch as, I believe, he never heard before. Next 
day I went home with bim, and overheard 
him telling my Mother, that ſhe. would ſurely be 
a Methodsft; if ſhe lived in Liſburn, for that it was: 
a heaven upon earth to be among them. 
I ſent them, from time to time, many religious 
letters and books which they read, but without. 
any apparent good effect. O Almighty Gop,, 
ſtir up thy power in awakening and quickening 
the dead and drowſy inhabitants of that land Oh 
fend ſome Boanerges, to thunder in their ears hell 
and damnation, leſt they feel it for ever. - cleſt 
they lift up their eyes in torments, and ery in vain 
for a drop of merey, when it cannot be found ! 
Comvince their teacher that he is deceiving them, 
And is moſt of all deceived Himſelf. I Vill not 
leave them, but commend them tothe care; of 
bim who ſent his Sox to die for them. Q;Sja- 
vrov x of the world, let not the ſonls periſh for 
I I HE be tollbgo% wot s Hor 500 hom. 
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xt Med th 588d. We the ern of 
thy Sperl Spb che fait” Speer woc and 
Sole dy Poe Aan rel Ref, Lows Juices 

go be 36” Ass 11 fr bat b5vil Vcti 28 uno! 
beg nom to'fak&'notice' of ſome particulars 
which have beew Forgotten? 15, 5m Neoupod hop 


And) first, Erg, Wich regard to n trials frôm 


7 changeable! friends; one of which” it is needful to 


char ge upon. 48 N 07 b915uL 
"While" in Kelty, 1 din lle onck by a 
ſingle couple, who ſaid, they were Toon to re- 
move from that benighted country, to dwell 
among the people of Go near T ardragee, where 
they: had taken a farm z and as they had a com- 
N of this world's goods, they aſked 
to ſpend 'two or three days with them; before 
FeAl anſiting « on it as à favour} 1 ac: 
. tordingly.. gomplied with them, and they com- 
pelled me 3 2 to Ray five weeks, duringiwhich 
time I had much religious converſe wich them. 
They appeared very devout; and indeed I looked 
upon myſfelf as unworthy of their company and 
Findneſs They had no children-->{ſcemed to 
Nane mo care of this life upon them, but ſolely to 
be ſwallowed up in a pure deſire to live for Gop, 
aad to aſſociate "with his ſerdants. The woman 

- hevſelf told me, it was cruelty in me to leave 
ber; as ſhe had no one to converſe with but her 
buſband. We had delightful prayer · meetings, 
eden in the night · ſeaſon. She and I often aroſe 
to 50 0 hin and Fm him preſent with 
„ 12 * una c\ bt 1e Fit SITE WITH 
"206 *. eb I was 3 vaten them, they —_ 
not let me go without making a promiſe thar I 

would accompan them, on a certain fixed day, 
toitheir new habitation, where I muſt reſide with 
them, enjoying all the „„ 
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"3A ins Lin l Mag, hat KBs | 
_ thoſe thatiloye,coft in the worldg they, pronufed 1: 
ſhould hay g the ach mmedatians Oficthis kite; Jo 
long as they lived, and at their death , they c 


configs meg astthough L Wege their one child, 
and bequeath me all their fubſtahees 375d oils 
Bg ſuch fairſpeeches,, I was;eafily prevailed ap. 
on tobaccept their kind invitation. Being con- 
ducted to Liſburn, I told my good triend with 
whom I lived, that I muſt leave her at ſuch a lime, 
acquainting her of the inducement. She could not 
wonder at my intention, although before that the 
could not bear the thoughts of my parting with 
her, when ſome e advantageous offers 
were matle me. Something extraordinary ap- 
peated in view before us, and both ſhe! and 1 
believed it, to be atveted 170 an nnen erer 
dence. N21 bf 05 viame 
As ſhe as neeolfarily called 6 leate home, be 
fore my appdinted time to go away, I deſired her 
to ſhut up her door, the time being juſt at hand 
that I expected my generons benefactor to come for 
me. I took my Tear, of my deat'Sifter/in«the 
gofpel; but with pain, fuch 17 rhink many feel 
on the diſſolution af nature. At my requeſt, 1 
was locked up in the 3 and thete 
L ſpent ſome hours in faſting and prayer. Tithe 
evening, I was aſked to the houſerof +a diſcreet 
perſon, there to wait for the:promiſed favdur. 
The ſet time came, but my friend came hot. He 
and his wife went tod their intended place (as I was 
afterwards informed) but without calling for mes 
What occaſioned: this: dretatron”! in their behaviour 
; Ino not. 8 Salam woe, og om 13 Jon 
a Altos me more difficuleits F: wetted arbfrots 1 
quarters; but was again'encouraged-towrely enfthe 
Nl LOS certain * 
| 8 promiſed 
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beſt food, and n eee Euer Fe bp withal, 
they would not let me uſe any ceremony „ aſſur- 
ing me, that what, they. did, ſor me Was, To, 85 
from being a trouble. that it vas 4 p. ſeafure 
* 1 43: * ITT 
I was prevailed e on, Though much dats türe, 
to pray with them, evening and morning. Their 
ſouls, I conteſs, were dear to, me beyond ': de- 
ſcription. For a quarter o 2 year. (which was 
the time I was indulged with their company) Thad 
2 continual awe upon Me---a fear leſt I ſhould for- 
get myſelf in this precarious ſtate, accompanied 
with a deſire to give the family no cauſe of . 
But, notwithſtanding all my caution, the ſubtil 
Send took an advantage to tempt them a zainſt me. 
I was; accordingly. i, by a friend that came 
the houſe, that I muſt leave it, becauſe I ſaid 

Þ nr fy deſire of the ladies) that I would go with 
them to bathe. I Was ready to F that this 
would not have been reckoned a f, lt, Bad they 
not been unſtable i in their mind; but it was looked 
on as am impoſition, and as exalting my ſelf, to be- 
come their equal. 

lit: would not be adviſeable t to relate. every, "cir- 
,cumitance attending, this event. Tell. it not in 'Gath 


2 it 5 in the ftreets 9 AA len, lat profeſ- 
anity, ſhi ould 8 1 A age, 
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Cut ff my dependunce in, Kuben 
2113 On the help of feeble man: 2d 1690 
1 in Ry'ry erdature-prop-remover=, book d 
ae Stay-me on thy only love,“ (963 


48} 3] 26 i 


Was alſo Yebeived in ſome others, who, after | 


many fair'pretenfions'of  kindireſs, fell into groſs 


Fran which was mud worſe than any eve A word 8 


could do to me. * 


Theſe ſeemĩn difaiters aan6hat were profitable 
to me. Though to ſome they might have proved - 


4 fo one of Nlumbling, yet they did bit den me 
dilafleted to any true profeſſors, ſeeing that, ſhide 
the beginning of the world, there have been many 
WhO betrayed the cauſe of truth; and the hoty 
Apoſtle birnſal has ſaid, _ Was: "mn e 
falle Brethren. ein i een 
4 Hrom ſuch I alſo tae bank ee ee Hi 
Tabs Nay, even from {td Brethiren'* 
have ſometimes ſuffered much, through! the uni 
prehenſions and miſtakes” which ard inifepatat 
<ommetted with humanity. Of theſe Tthitik#*h6t 
fit to give a particular eee but in geferaf it 
may be ſaid, Satan zar ffted me, lues wolbat, a0 
has often uſed is inſtruments thoſe Who were ve 


Am brought,” A mo to updetſt the wiſe 


th i 
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ms r my heürt g And 

3 13 bf Gov I rt dren 5 turn iner. 
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gives me to- ſee the . and imperſections 
pf ſome of theme that L may love m ador- 
able Redeemer with an @ndivided heart, and eſ- 
teem nothing but in ſubordination. to him 
„At the end of the ſeven ears already mention- 
1, was forced to bid ia finab farewell to my dear 
iter, in Enkisx who had taken ſuch care öf me, 
| Wy Was like, one deſolate, in much diſtreſs both of 
bog and mind. The morning of her departure 
from me, I required much of the confolations of 
grace, but alas! they were ſmall' with me.. My 
gi was obliged to take away all her furniture; 
and to reſign her room, being perſuaded it was 
her duty (at the requeſt of her ſiſter) | to live in 
Carrickfergus.) My troubles were now multiplied 


my temporal diſtreſſes greater than ever---but, 


7955 all, the want of hed was hard to bear. 
I then taſted a little of thy cup, O my ſuſ. 
fering Saviour, h hadſt not where! to: "_ thy 
head. . ? OS N39 75 JIVO!G88H 485 - 
Alter this, for three or four years, I well: know 

w at it was to be driven from one place to ano- 
ther · from one bed to another. Sometimes I 
Was indulged upon feathers,” then mortified upon 
ſtraw y ſometimes fed with delicate fare to 
ſtrengthen, me, then with coarſe homely cheer 
to 8 me. Part of my time, I was enter- 
tained in the parlour, in company with the miſ- 
treſs, and then expoſed to ſmoke and ſoot, and 
e in the kitchen. 
rom all theſe changing wiciſlitudes: 1 NED: | 
Hructed in all things, both how: to \abaundg'5 and 4 
i ſuffer. need. Haſt thou, then, O my ſoul, frarned - 
in Galt te te be content? I think; I, [can «truly: 
repl 05. 1 can bear all with a chearſub reſig- 
nation , but; only the hidings of ty: face my be- 
dan 86. 28125 GV N87 11107 989 11 18017 9 v0 98. 
bancobao2-115! Doo J. vitnghil bam h 


105 


Caf y 
noeh bus 2s Hense .¹] : 99} 95: en ee 
„o Ohgntis hellh from thee to part! 0 000 0 
Fo Pre ſa me cloſer to thy heart: is dussb 91 5105 


tan 03 nointenibriodul gi bd q 30 14111 300 mes 


.. Among ali other matters of importance, my 


bleſſed privileges are not to be forgotten, which 
— as theſe hearing the truth preached. . 
feeling; tha power attending it-- enjoying oftner 


than could be expected the company of the ſweel 
citizens of heaven being favoured with cläfs, 


meetings, which I preferred above friends or all 


the world communicating at the Loxp's table 
every month, (a banquet indeed to every be- 
lieving ſoul) being admitted into bands, Where 
the tempted followers of the Lamb may freely 
confeſs their faults; and unboſom themſelves tq 
ene another. My heart was ready to ſay at all 


times, & Who would not patiently endure both | 


otoſſes and lofſes, and run through water and ffre, 
yea, leap over every mountain of oppoſition, to 
enjoy theſe means of grace, or rather to embrace 
him who is the end of them? I will follow thee,” 
my eſuffering Lo RD, [through evil and good ee, 
all. the da ys of my life.“ üs nad ” 

oIt may 1 profitable, by the bleſſing of Gos, 
tog ſome who are weak, juſt to mention one or 
two particulars reſpecting my faults," and Cut. 
ward temptations, and deſiveran ces. 
When at breakfaſt once with a friend, I PS 
ſtrangely: prevailed OY in her abſence,” to et 
a ſmall quantity of ſugar to ſweeten my diſh of 
tea, inſenſible of REY 


theretore it aavi-the fore aſtoniſtiing from heres” 
this n cur ſed curioſity. eume; but might ain 
perceive that it came from Satan, working. on' my” 

By at mind. (th [I ſtood Tl -conlemne 


for 


0 
was doing, Zuntil it Ws 
dene. e It was not ufunl with me to ufe thig in rer 
dienttatu all, asc could not bear the ep N 23 
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for my fault, and with much contrition of ſpirit, 
| jen. to the B of prinkling, imploring for- 


giveneſs, and m vow to God, that 
I ſhould never again touch the ſmalleſt property 
of another, were it even a pin, without aſking 
leave, or, if they were abſent, informing: them of 
it-afterwards. 1171 
zr 
ous in the ſame. houſe: with me---R | 


had no reaſon to 3 1 like one con- 
tuſed, and ſaid, What ſhall I do?“ The Girl 
anſwered, « Shall l ſay you are not in the houſe ?” 
I replied in haſte Do fo:” But this ſoon 
wounded my conſcience, and went like a dagger 
to my heart. I wreſtled, in ſtrong ſupplication 
for pardon, but found it was a bitter thing to de- 

part. from the living Goad-—Oh what need is there 
to pray for a tender conſcience, © quick as the 
apple of an eye, the ſlighteſt touch of ſin to feel!” 
Oh, how ſhould we cry out with the Pſalmiſt, 
Cet à watch. over my keurt, O Lord, and over 
the door of my lips, that I N not ch = 
| 8 three repeated e 7 the power of 
Almighty Sean vl protecting and guiding me 
from Beſfaſt to Newtown, which was reckoned 
eight miles. Being hag hk to be confined to 
the company y Carmen, with whom 1 
had often. been N 8 4 1 m 78 
neys from one to another, t nd! 
2 . — * _ 1 tr; 

ſhoes OC t. 2. mip 

more 3 out my 1 2 
ſafety, confliling in the Loxn IxnO VA, being 
much ney 2 * ey; td el 


JF. | 
wofnent“ There was water on e and 
many large ſtones alf ang the rbad: But hleſſed 
* — Eo RD , Lee res any gels charge con- 
fning me, 10 that 1 Was Literally kept from 
daldie my foot againſt them. Ende and ears; 
and res He in abundance paſſed me by, bur hört 
me not. I was a wonder to myſelf, Krowiing my 
ovn inactibity in walking at other times. I could 
ſay, „ Surely, Lord, thou Haft repeated thy 
miracles over and over=-1 will truſt thee, and Hot 
be difmayed?” on "4 
Once I was a little forptiten f in my laſt j_rpby 
of this Kind. After walking about two miles with- 
out ſpeaking to any one, a man, who ſeemed to 
be intoxicated- with liquor, accoſted me. Sup. 
poſing . him to be a friend; 1 aſked*him, Am 1 
not in the direct way to Newtown 2” Ie anſwet- _ 
ed me ina brutiſh manner, and then, With an 
offer of money, propoſed Tome lewd queſtions =, 
me. «'Gop be merciful to you,” you wretched 
ſinner,” faid I, and then redoubled my fpeed in 
walking, as if T had been able to'eſcape the ſnare | 
by flight. He. called after me, but 1 Prayed eat- 
neſtly to Gov, and went on my way rejoic- 
ing and trembling, till L fafely reached my deſtined | 
S.. 2 | 
wy Again the hand of Omnipotence guarded” me, 
when walking in the fame manner, without Ac; 
human guide, between Belfaſt and Liſburn. "Tie | 
BY. Was difficult to travel, being wet and r. 7 
| Hip ; alſo” 5 ERnd, and in great extremfl- 
hes 1 When I Was about 4 mile from, towr 
merciful Lornr: A * my e the eg 
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Gs 
the ſame manner. In ſhort, I fell into the hands 
of an unchaſte drunken man, who at Hirt pretend- 
ed to do me a friendly office in leading-me by-the 
hand: But I ſoon perceived by his filthy conver- 
ſation that he wanted to lead me «Fray from. the 
paths of purity. _ ' 

On obſerving his 3833 deſign, 1 = aged to 
get into a certain houſe, telling him I had babes 
with the people there: And thus I providentially 
made my eſcape. However (as Ne 
ed for ſame time, expecting that I would come 
out again, and go on with him. 


- 4 » 
111 


Who would think it probable that. a "nails like 


| = me, ſhould be aaulted i. in this manner, having no 


reſplendent charms to attract the wanton eye - no 
ornamental dreſs to. allure the idle ſpeQator+--no 
engaging looks to captivate the luſtful heart? 
Vet it cannot be told how often, I have>been.at- 
tacked by vicious men, eſpecially when I was 
obliged to go on Cars. The Drivers were gene- 
rally drunk, and full of abomination; and Satan 
uſed. them as inſtruments, ſometimes. to flatter, 
other times to lay violent hands upon me: Yet I 
muſt ſay, to the glory of thy holy name, O 
| np, from all theſe ſnares thou didſt deliver me. 
Oh keep me in this evil world, without ſpot 
or blemiſh, for Ixs v s ſake—Amen e A 
I. ſpent fix months in Carriel ſergus, intending 
to make a trial (if poſſible) of living with my old 
friend, whoſe lot was caſt there: But I found my 


life at ſtake on account of the prodigious, cold, by 


which my health was much impaired while 1 
ſtayed there. Beſides, I was not able to earn my 


livelihood, and muſt have been dae to 
A thoſe who could ill bear it. 


That very ſeaſon I was obliged to . A 
oe of. twelve ſhillings, for flax, and though the 


man 


FF 
man who truſted me was no Methodiſt; ye et he 


never once aſked the money, till I could pay: 5 him, 


Which was the year followuig 19h s 05 
I have infinite cauſe to thank Gop, who dif- 


poſed the hearts of friends, ſome to lend me part 
of it (which I repaid) others to ſupport me, by 


giving me a meal at different times, while I was 
endeavouring to diſcharge the whole: In order 
to do which, I often lived on one penny worth 
of _ in the day; and ſome tea without ſu- 
ies" 


| was ſtruck Un uncommon concern on ws 


Carrickfergus. She was a woman among a thou- 


ſand, being dead to the world---alive to GoD---ex- 


emplary in her walk-- tender in her concern to- 


all, but particularly attached to the Children of 


Oo. She has often ſaid, ſhe would have thought 
it her higheſt pleaſure to waſh the feet even of 


the meaneſt diſciple of the Lats. I heard ſhe died in 


a triumphant manner: But oh, how I wiſhed to have 
been with her in her laſt moments! My grief, 
I believe, was immoderate—my thoughts were 
taken up, day and night, for ſome time, ſuppoſ- 
ing myſelf converfing with her happy ſpirit. 
Many were the comfortable days of Chriſtian fel- 
lowſhip - we hive had on earth. I imagined I 
heard her repeat many of her gracious expreſſions 
while in the body. 1 begged of Gop to ſtay my 
wandering mind, whilſt unawares Satan has tempted 
me te ſay, T be Lokp be with thee, my Siſter:“ 
But ſuddenly correcting myſelf} J eried, Lok p 


ſave me from praying for the dead. But oh! let 


me livs in thy love; and die in thy favour!” Then 


ſhall our exulting ſpirits ſweetly greet each other, 
| eee pon eee throne; and be wrapt up 


Wong's? 9 $144 5P F 7 * NE. 2 {bs tO a ' . in Re. 


ing of the death of a very dear friend who lived in 3 
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(112 þ} | 
in 40 embraces of the incarnate Gb to all eter- 
nity. R 2.4 298007, er IG 2 
Here I cannot help making a fe remarks on 
the wonderful work of: Go in the Society at Ba/- 


luanderry, while I was among them: A perſon being 


providentially directed to a place Where I was lying 

much indiſpoſed, took compaſſion on me; and hir- 
ed a horſe to bring me to that bleſſed Country, 
where I was a highly-favoured witneſs of the great 
good that was done in the. name of the holy child 
Feſus. Convinced of fin, numbers were weeping 
bitterly: Nay, ' ſome were conſtrained to viſe in 
the night-time, and go out to the fields, not re- 
garding the inclemency of the weather, though 
there 3s froſt and ſnow upon the ground. There 
they continued for hours together, praying in an 
— agony of ſpirit. I was aſſured by ſome'who heard 
them, that the loud roars, extorted by their in- 
ward anguiſh, could be heard at a very conſidera- 
ble diſtance, But, however miſerable they might 
appear to the men of this world, they were truly 
happy: For their ſorrow was turned into joy. 
They reſted not, till they found POE: in 
the atoning blood of Ixs us. 35678 20k 

There was much need of inſtruments to help 
aha by prayer, and to P them ſuch advice as 
was applicable to their ſtate. As for me, I durſt 
not ſpare myſelf; But Gop ſoon raiſed up two 
eminent young men as Leaders, whe NT: not 
their talents in the earth. 3 en 
It is much to be — at, 10 matter gf 
eternal- praiſe, that ſo many Hecantes a people 
which were not a people, and that ſome of the very 
-ale-houſes, which were ſeemingly -conſecrated to 
Satan—ſet apart for all manner of debauchery, 
ſhould be changed into the tabernacles of the 


aighteous, and into houſes'of prayer. Glory be 
| to 


(un ) 


ts\GoD, who enabled the inhabitants of then to 


render up their bodies as a living ſacrifice, that. 


they might be the-temples of the Holy G, 


Not long after this general revival of religion i in 


that place, Gop was graciouſly pleaſed to call to 
their heavenly home a young man and woman, 
ſtrong in faith. L was nor preſent at their deceaſe, 
but heard from the lovers of truth, that on their 
death-beds, they were continnally entreating Sin- 


ners to come to Chris T—beſeeching them that 


were in him, to abide in him to ſtand faſl—to 
gli the __ fight of © faith, and lay hold on eternal 
life; aſſuring them, with their lateſt breath, that 
they — the Loxp: CyrisT a precious Re- 


deemer, and ſaw 4 dazzling crown prepared for. 


them who looked for: his glorious appearing. 


They examined all their relations, one after - 
another, concerning their ſpiritua} Ante, and 


ſpoke to them accordingly, 


It was obferved by ſome;- FIR they had both 


been naturally baſhful, and even after their conver-- 
Gon, not prone to ſpeak much: But, in their ex- 
piring hours, they thought they cquid not ſpeak 
enough for Go; and thus gave up the ghoſt, re- 


joicing in him. | Their happy death proved a 
great means- a7 un the Soſpel in that pore” 


About this ſams period; there was ſornerhing 
remarkable in the caſe of a young man, Who for 
ſome time, was like a light: in his father's houfe,. 


performing ' family-worſhip night and morning. 
Giving way to the devices of Satan, he grew- 


Prieſt, expecting him to perform the ceremony of 


marriage, the Prieſt was honeſt enough to refuſe, 


knowing his Mother's difapprobation of the match. 
L 3 | Alfter 


ſtrangely and inſenſibly attached to a woman who | 
was an unbeliever; and going with her to x | 


- 


i 9 * 


| "Come )- 

After being firſt reprimanded by the Preachers, 
they expelled him from the Society, as was meet. 
For ſome months he continued. careleſs and hard- 
ened. Then, through the perſuaſion of a friend, 
he grew more orderly, and joined the Society 
again, by whom he was ſomewhat animated: But 
being unſtable at water, he went out one day 
wich an ungodly coufin of his, to kill ſome of the 
tedious time by the idle diverſion of ſhooting. 
But oh! how dreadful the Cataſtrophe} His 
Couſin's gun going off accidentally {Gs ſpeak 
after the manner of men) gave him a deadly wound. 
The doctor pronounced it mortal, on the firſt 
view. He could kj be brought dane but was 

laid in a neighbours houſe, — he lived about 
thirty hours in exquiſite pain. His Mother aſked 
him if he found any hope of merey; and as he 
was incapable of ſpeaking, ſhe deſired; if he had 
any ſenſe of forgiveneſs, that he would lift up 
his hand as a token Up" it. This * Au and 
ſhortiy after expired. ys e 

A funeral ſermon was etch d on —.— occa- 
fion, in which a remark was made concerning 
the ſin unto death, which (St. John ſys). ſhould not 
be prayed for. Many thought he had been guilty 
of this -that he had fo ſinned as to bring this 
temporal puniſhment upon him, but that he 
might receive remiffion, and obtain eternal life, 


eſcaping to heaven: as * webe more the "hin ef his 


beats cy: 21 

Having now iced: ky: -particylas cir- 
cumſtances relating to my paſt life, and having giv- 
en a fimple, although confuſed account of ſome of 
the wonderful dealings of Gon with my ſoul and 
body, dung theſe thirty-three years that are 
elapſed, I proceed to take a ſurperficial ſurvey of 
an ivſtance of divine Ne diſplayed to me 


this 


4 


Eu, 
this winter, and chat! in an unexpected time and 
manner... 

Before this ſeaſon, [ was greatly barrafſed with 
trials from different quarters: Without were fight- 
ings, within were, fears---tears that I was utterly 
caſt: off, notwithſtanding the promiſe of Gop, 
I will never ſeave thee, nor for ſake thee.“ At 
ſundry times I was ſo diveſted of all power to 


pray, and found ſuch harrenoels of heart, that 


I often ſaid to myſelt; Phe: Spirit of Gop will 
certainly ſtrive no longer with me.“ Yet, know- 
ing that I ſhould ſtrive, I wreſtled Avail 2 


_ looo, ard rinei alities and fowers, feebly truſt- 


g in the Captain of my falvation: And (glory 


by to him) he gave me ſome hope at laſt to believe 
that he would ſave me from all ſin, and 180 all 
that -affiitied ors * 


The Log Dp having bleſſed. ome of my. Gmiple. 


words to an; affectionate, Girl, whoſe heart was 
united to mine, the ſtrenuouſſy inſiſted on my 

living with her in Newtown, upon the eaſy terms 
of paying a ſhilling a week for my maintenance. 

This propoſal I thankfully. embraced, and there- 
fore prepared to remove my little concerns from 
L. ſburn; but wiſhed, before Ileftit, to be preſent at 
the quarterly-meeting at Chriſtmas. How to ac- 


complith my deſire. I knew not---Darkneſs reſpect- 


ing outward things ſurrounded me. Therefon . 
I was juſt. reſolving, though with much rel 

ance, to leave that bleſſed means of grace, when, 
one day in the ſtreet, my gracious Gop inclined 
the heart of a poor woman, who lived in a cabbin 


at Derriaghy, to aſʒ me te ſpend ſome days with 
her. After returning her thanks, I told her, 


that I was not able to walk ſo far, the road being 
bad, and my body weak. She anſwered, Per- 
haps Mrs. G——- will bring you on the car next 


Sunday 


/ 


0 116 . 5 

Sunday night.” My going there, however, was 
poſtponed for a month, before I could get this 
_ favourable opportunity: Then (blefſed be Gop) 
the ſaid gentlewoman; one Sabbath - evening, aſk- 
ed me to go wich her on the car, telling me, 
that the poor woman begged her to bring me, 
but that ſhe would rather take me to her own 
houſfe, if ſhe was mne corre be Rs wat 
"her huſband. - $59 POOR IT FA RT fe: 
Leaving me 5h! rilight: in the Cabbin 1 had 
boos invited to, before I was dut of bed the next 
morning, I was firangely ſurprized at the kind de- 
fire of Mr: G that I fnhould go to his houſe; 1 

aroſe immediately; full of gratitude to the conſi - 

derate Gentleman for his unmerited favour, and 

found Mrs. G alſo thankful. After the Ruft fa 
lutation was over he ſaid, Certainly, the hand 
of Providence is in thib affair. I was reflecting, 

early this e on your poor condition, and 
inquirin Gop what was beſt to be done, 
Iopen — the Bible, and the firſt paſſage that ſtruck 

| —.— eyes, was, Be not forgetful 15 entertain flran- 
gers, Jor' thereby ſome have entertained angels una- 
ware. From thence I concluded it was my du- 
ty to ſend for you; but firſt mentioned your name 
to my huſband, ſaying, If you were here, you 
would teach us a 7 tune; which he was 


very fond of;“ and accordingly he gave me the li- 
berty to ſend for you,” ay cages; Town = the 
Quarterly-meeting. K 8 


T cou!d not but admire and odere te base 
of Gov, manifeſted in this wonderful diſpenſati- 
on. My body was not only refreſhed with the 
good things of this life,” but my foul was ſtrength- 
ened by the converſe” of ſome religious viſitants, 
who all rejoiced together. Among the reſt, was 
a goſpel-· miniſter and bis own who requeſted me 


ta 


; (-247 ;) 
to ſpend a 'monthh with them, after the quarterly 
meeting, for which they meant to ſtay. I looked 
upon the favour to be from Go himſelf, which 
was afterwards very evident: For I had not been 
long at their — when Mr. 8 went to ex- 
hort in a barn at Dunsford, Having taken me along 
with him, after his exhortation, he inſiſted on 
my publickly declaring what the Lard had done for 
my ſoul, judging that my experience might be of 
uſe to the imple: hearers. This I complied with, 
but with much confuſion and reluctance, fearing 
the effects would not be anſwerable to his expecta- 
tions: But my fears were put to ſilence, and the 
wiſdom of Gop magnified in my fooliſhneſs. 

Mr. 8— baving then an impreſſion that I 
might be profitable to the people, ſpoke largely to 
them concerning me, and concluded by obſerving, 
that he thought it adviſeable to leave me among 
them for a While —and that as many as pleaſed 
might come at any time to a certain houſe, where - 
1 would ſpeak with chem e e e Ae 
the kingdom of heaven 

On his mee in kites came, the 
day following, where I was, and they all appear: 
ed to be humble and teachable. I was neither 
diſpoſed nor qualiſied : to exhort them at large: 
but if any particular perſon or perſons inquired of 
me what they muſt do to be ſaved, I was enabled 
in a preſſing manner, to beſecch them to fly to the 
wounds of a REDEEMER. Manz, While 1 was 
ſpeaking to them, both that day, and at other 
times, roared aloud for anguiſh. of ſpirit, and 
ſome continued agonizing in Prager till her 
found; reſt to their weary loulss. 
_ vas taken from houſe: to hows. 17 deſired 
to pray with them. To the glory of Gop be it 


ſpokens there were many very W 
wers 


— 


of iniquity—raiſed from the 


| 2 ren 
ver conſis gration Of w 
Men. fora 8 9 FLO 


K 


ann me. In ſhort, nine at one time, 
fix at another, and many more at various times, 
and different places, wert looſed from the bands 
grave of ſin by the 
voice of the Sex of Gon, and by the quickening 


Seil, that raiſed CRRISsINH from the dead. 


Such clear diſcoveries of the power of Gob as 


was in this land, and among this people in gene- 
ral, I never before had heard of. It ought to be, 
and ſhall be, I truſt, ad in everlaſting 


remembrance. 
Upon the whole, what ſhall I ſay? The Lorp 
will work, and who ſhall hinder ? He will perform 
his defire, by uſing inſtruments wife or fooliſh, 
as ſeemeth good in his ſight. By ſounding ſilver 


trum̃pets, or rams- horns, the walls of Fericho ſnall 
fall, the bulwarks of fin ſhall be beaten daun, and 
he kingdom of Sauer ſhaken, I revere with trem- 


hand that bears rule over all, 
# donon Rn mighty from thei feat 1" one: 


bling the 
that br ing 


_exalys 1 of low degrees. Go will humble every 


proud heart, and make every tongue confeſs; that 
ſalvation. belongeth unto him alone; that none may 


| boaſt of ſelf-ſutficiency, neither be hindred by falſe 


diffidenee from all ihe good chat ann in 


7 their power to do. oh: Io H3 tre So! 


He need not ſay. — 9 there a material a 
g chis highly favoubed- people; for it is vifi- 


Meta to All around them: Let there are both defpi- 


ſers and blaſphemers now, às well as when Cx RIOT 


was in the fleſhy who call his work not only à de- 
4 luſion, but witehcraft, and what not. I praiſe 


Gov.that I have had the honour of being called 
a ſacred ſcandal, the 
1 make me f 
rtainly it is caufe of 
A « Wig, when 4% n 2 eur is Hatte ba 
concerning us, "on. the: Take of of him, who 


n | ; — 


( 9 ) 

our reproach, as well as our ſins and fofrows on 
the tree. If they have called tie Maſter of the houſe 
Bee!zebub, let not any of his unworthy ſervants 
expect better treatment from the ungodly world. 

It is certain that there are many in this happy 
country who have paſſed from"death unto life, ſer 
they. manifeſt their love to Gop, and to the Brethren. 
In a very affectionate manner they have aſked me, 
poor and indigent” as I am, to fpend my time 
among them. I think it may tend to the advantage 
of both ſoul and body; for they ſay, I need do 
nothing in the world, but only be anployed 3 in 
ſinging and prayer,” and other religious duties. I 
believe I could not have power to leave them, 
were it not for the fulfilmerit of a promiſe I made 
to my friend in Ne cototon, whom T now intend to 
viſit; and to decide matters with her, Hoping to 
de directed by divine Wiſdom, in all things, par- 

ticularly in reſpett to my living with theſe new 
friends, who: have been ſo graciouſly raifed/up in a 
time of great neceſſity. For this bleſſing TI cannot 
ceaſe magnifying and adoring the wonders of un- 
bounded love, and unmerited pity towards me. 
O thou compaſſionate'fover of my ſoul, take 
the whole matter into thy hands---the ſole ma- 
nagement of my moſt important and minute con- 
cerns! Oh that I could in every condition of life, 
ſay, Thy will be done! I think I can but am 
afraid of being deceived through the deceitfulneſs 
of my backAtiding' heart. hou trier of the 
reins of the children of men, reveal to me what T 
am. Let me hot fave a name t5 live, if I am 
dead before thee.” Thou only knoweſt that no 
other evidence can ſuffice than thy Holy Spirit, 
together with tie teflimony of a good conſcience, 
Theſe and theſe only, can comfort me in every 
"or and _— and afford me ground of rejoicing 


in 
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any — —.— work: in order to render it com- 

plete, ſhould give anaccount-of the-deathz! astwell 

as:hfeiof the ꝓerſon whois the chief ſubject of the 

n thallratherefores * before — 8 
the arrumftances: 


ledgs, relative to- der Huss el ef , oc, 
Ber Dos znvcantc ,. A. 
Fromcher cradle to her grave ſhe was a woman 
2 2 and well atquai grief Like 
reat Leun and Nader, hebd. nocertain 


perfe | 
to his glory—-as bus ; was exceeding ſorrowful 
e den unto death---28 he raſted — Jer 
before he gave up the ghoſt, ſo this choſen veſſel 
of grace drank a little of the ſame bitter cup, and 
felt ſome of the agonies of his ęroſs, before ſhe 
was admitted to wear the celeſtial crown. As the 
Lonp Jesvs was conſtrained to ery out, My 
Cole ES e fo this 
in her laſt conflict with the 
aug a . eee 
3 deprived, for a while, of that light 
and conſolation with which the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Comforter, had often refreſhed her ſou], amidft * 
heavy. trials ſhe-was called to en dure. 
Sar ing 
a witneſs for Gop's power and grace, when pafſ- 
ing through the laſt ptobationary ſcene, that ſhe 
iometimes-prayed-for-it,. and made mention of it 
her many of whom nom think, that in 
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trouble to releaſe ſuch an inſigniſicant letter as you 
are likely to receive from me. Alas l. Lam bar - 
ren of invention, and have hardly any recollection 
to dictate a line to a rend, ſince my late ſevere 
ulnefs, from which Lam hut juſt beginning to re- 
cover, and that-only; ſinceI.came to Streng fad. But 
ſure I am, ILWant words to — unſeigned 
tude ti that grac u Gon who. diſpoſed your 

heart, my ever dear benefactor, to ſend: for me 
in ſuch a time of N eee ſoul cleayes 


cloſe to yoor,nobler ſpirit; inſoleing it faſt in its 

moſt eager embrace. Hail, you. highly-favoured 

of the Logo. —. 2 , among women, 
and. that, in W i, ye may 1 
| ſuffer r 1 | 

not fay, "the 

lovely 17580 


and manifeſt e W eur e 
* r heart. Arn 4 5 nine Sh bs | 0111 vel bit; 
0 my' dearly beloved in ne. Lon p, Ixs us, faint 
not, but continue to frejoice in tribulation. En- 
deavour to firengthen your much-yalued head, and 
deareſt - partner in the kingdom and patience of 
Jzsvs. O may his face be ſet as , 1 
an 


— 


(1457); 


all the 


ſition of a frowning world; and fave 
Him, Ol oKD, from the pernicious ſmiles thereof, 
Grant wthemſelves 


| againſt the fiery darts of the Wicked-one ! 
Oh that I could ſay any thing that might prove 
the ſmallefFWMeſſidy to a beloved and perſecuted 
Siſter of my dear Lox D Jrsus! O my love, 
what a glory is it to be ſet at nought, "pl . 
piſed, yea, even caſt out of the ſy 


„ 


beingithe Wimeſsof JS im ch Krebs: boo > 


for preaching ſalvation by faith---the for 8 7 | 
ſins through de blood ef the Orutiſied i Hut UR! 
how a wfuſty Fulfilled are the Words of an inſpired 
Apoſtle, concerning thoſe: unhappy vretches,' ho 
_ areOwiſe in their. owt eyes, and too prudent in 
their ourn ſights ko be ſaved by the fooliſbricſs"of - 
highway :preathing;” NoAIthey ſpurh t o+of3 of 
CMRIST, and through their: obſtfnhate pride, and 
ascurſed urbeſtef, it becomes td them a ſtumbling 
block girand; inſtead. of falling upon the Carnary?on 5 
ti order tit theft obdurate Hearts might be boken 
for ſin; they make it to themſelvbs a VH 
And (oH dreadful chreutning ) n it ſhiall at laſt fall 
upon them; sd gend ven ö gternaf poroder: 
Bur, ſure y, ir uf e 4067) u, r. rr {'for | 
e miſed eee out ef 
all his one . wein, Lokvſtsbet 
Rageemithy Servam ond Handmald frog All evi! 
Plot chem pm 183 122th ae ald from re 
pad of the . Red, et- them never be 
ahead ere een ol? debe leigt al eulers, if | 
called by thy Providence to the ſame ; NWetthevite 
wem d ade lat in d al La dh /i N 
Sach, cn ende Saen 
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II rejoice, my beloved, to think that you go on 
through evil and good report, following the con- 
temned Nazarene, giving the right-hand of fellow- 

' ſhip as well to a Lazarus in rags, as to a Solomon in 

| glittering robes. May the LoxD God ALmicH- 
rx flabliſh, ſtrengthen and ſettle you, and after be- 
ing made perfect in love and in ſuffering, oh may 
he tranſlate you to behold the ſhining face of your 
ſuffering Saviour, who gives you now to partake 
of the cup of his ſorrow, but mingles it with love, 
and ſweetens it with the joyful proſpect of reigning 
J no hn ID ND 


Then ſhall you bathe your weary ſoul | 
In ſeas of heav'nly reſt, | 
And nota wave of trouble roll 


Acroſs your peaceful breaſt. 


O © thou dear, dear lover of my Lord, my 
heart bleeds with ſorrow, yet leaps for joy, con- 
-cerning your painful, but profitable trials. It can- 
not be wrote what I feel for you; but I truſt ſhort- 
ly to be favoured with hearing you ſpeak of the 
loving-kindneſs' of the Lox D to your foul; Then 
I think I ſhall truly unboſom myſelf to you, 
Which, perhaps, would not be expedient now 
„ ES | 
O Madam, it cannot be told how greatly I have 
longed and do long for Mr. 8 and you; ex- 
pecting to be ſtrengthened by your pray ers, and 
animated by your chriſtian example. Vou have 
the prayers of many of the faithful, and alſo 
| thoſe of your Claſs, who ceaſe not to pray for 


© © _ Four ſpeedy and ſafe return to them, I truſt they 


are preſſing after holineſs and heaven, They are 

contented to join with me in prayer every morning 

and evening, and many ſtrangers come * 
„ ä 


| 69 447 }) 
with us, ſo that your kitchen is often full: And 
| (glory be to Gop !) I know my unworthy ſoul 
has been refreſhed in meeting with them; though 
1 groan under a ſenſe of my unprofitableneſs, and 


proneneſs to wander from the Gop whom I fain 


would love with an undivided heart. 8 1 


« Lorn, when ſhall all my wand'rings end, 
0 And all my ſteps to thee-ward tend?“ 


Dear Madam, the Child ae? appears to thrive 


well. I think he is already beginning to learn the 


language of heaven; for it is but a few moments 


ſince I heard him ſay, „ Hallelujah,” As this is 


his rſt, = may it be his laſt triumphant note of 


praiſe ! I alfo think that Nancy is very careful of 
the Child. She is obſervant to keep him clean, 


not neglecting his food and ſleep in due ſeaſon. 


She is careful of, and tender-hearted to me in my 


weak ſtate, 1 canbleſs Gop above all that I can find 


comfort in her religious converſation. Oh that 
| ſhe and I may have the love ſtamp impreſſed up- 


on our hearts, ſo. that nothing hall ever eraſe it. 
t our Rebgion. may not be like the 


2 pray Gop ; | 
| nor ning. elew 2.97, early, dew t ' that Pal «th away. 
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Dear Madam, 


I Would have ſent you a Letter ere now, but 
for want of a proper direction: And now m 

ſoul congratulates you upon your arrival at Li- 

burn, but permit me to fay, I would far rather 
welcome you to Strang fer u. 


e When ſhall we reach the bappy ere, 
Where death and parting are no more? 


— 


O thou dear citisen of heaven, I rejoice to hear 
that you have not drunk into the ſpiiit of this 
World again, You ſeem not to forget his words, 
ho ſays, © Remember Los Wife,” Ob what a 
. Pity it is, that Chriftians of every degree and 
ſtation do not ſtrive to copy after the example of 
their meek and e Maſter in all things! I 
. truſt, Madam, that our heaven-born” ambition 
riſes ſuperior to the love of worldly honour, which 
is mixt with gall,” Yes (glory be to God !)- you 
have exchanged the tranſient peſtilent ſweets of 
earth, for the wholſome though bitter ingredients 
of g:dly ſorrow, Which proved'as'needful'to your 
| ſoul for, the reſtoration of its health; as phyſick is 
to the health of the body. Dear ſov},” though 
weeping endured for a night, yet oh What joy 
came to thee in the morning! Is it not indeed 
eternal joy, unſpeakable, and full of gliry? O 
happy ſpirit, ' is it not heaven itſelf to reſt in the 


J 


<( 19 ) 


8 embrace of thy Beloved, and no where elſe 7 How 


do you now look down with tendereſt pity upon - 


the Daughters of Pride, grovelling in the mire ot 
this earth, well pleaſed to feaſt themſelves with 
thoſe ſuperfluous delicacies which now you de- 
ſpiſe, and to decorate themſelves with thoſe gaudy _ 

ornaments. which you have nobly laid aſide, con- 
- tent only with the adorning which St. Peter re- 
_ commends to women profeſſing godlineſs, even that 
of a' meek and quiet ſpirit, which is (lays he) in the 
lig lit of Gid oj of great price. Oh what honour is it 
to be daug Fa to the Kin of kings, however 
deſpiſed or igmifted of men! Bleſſed be God, 
through grace you can bear all the ſcoffs and evil 
treatment which you meet with from a taunting and 
ill natured world. This, no doubt, will greatly 
add to your ſpiritual bliſs here, and your Tel 
bliſs hereafter.” It ſhall a0 * Jewels! to your 
immortal crown. 

But where am L running; as if you had any need 
of ſuch a poor unſkilful Comforter as I amen. 
whoſe heart is the receptacle of the true Com-- 
rokrER. Oh may he cheer, lead, and guide 
you continually, and never forſake you, till you. 

ſlafely reach your long-wiſhed- for hayſe, eternal in 
tis heavens! This is the deſire and prayer of her 
Who may well bluſh to be called your Siſter for 
many reaſons. However, I bleſs Gon, who deſ- 
 Piſeth not the day of ſmall things” © 
I. think Icanonly tell you of three perſons in the 
Claſs here, who profeſs to be jultified, ſince you 
_ left them. Sifter C-— is one. She found the 
_ remiſſion of her. ſins in private prayer on Saturday + 
night, and 2 — a clear account thereof next 
morning at laſs-meeting. A young man, ſon to 
 R— P-— joined with us, and ſoon, after con- 
feſſed that he received the earneſt of his hea- 
5 5 „ Wye 


TW ( 259 'B 
ven. 1 M I name laſt of all, though be 
was the firſt. I have juſt time to give you a brief 
account of his wonderful converſion. On the 
ſecond ſabbath night after T came here, when the 
_ uſual Prayer-meeting was over, there were two or 
three that deſired me to call upon Gop for them, 
when J M-— was ſeized with ſtrong pangs 
of conviction, and ſaid, he was determined not 
to leave the place, till he would find reſt to his 
ſoul, which had been conſcious of its burden for 
five weeks before, but now agonized to caſt it up- 
on his atoning Go. Though a feeble worm, I 
continued to pray for him, till the LoRDU whom 
he ſought came ſuddenly to his temple. He then 
prayed mightily; himſelf, and praiſed God exceed- 
ingly, to the Joy and wonder of thoſe that were 
preſent. The houſe ſeemed filled with the glory 
| of Gop. But pray excuſe my diſmiſſing this head, 
for Lam in a great hurry. Mr. e ae * 
/ ce Jang rng wan; as well-as by 
Fo | (1 4 MYS A I 
3 vos unworthy Correſpondent, 
ir . 
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My ever r dear Madam, 2055 1 iat, 45 
| « 92 £5 1 2 24 " 
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Chen concerning my. diſtreſs, when I conſider your 


own troubles, which are neither few nor Gall. 


Glory be to Gp I truſt he will ſhortly deliver 
you out. of the fea of "tribulation, and land you on 


the dear breaſt of our lovely IEs us. Oh that this 
may be the happy lot of my friend and me at laſt, 

whatever may be permitted to tempt and try us 
in this vale of tears! - _ 

Dear Madam, it gives me real pleafure to think 
of your readineſs torefign your little Son into the 
kind hand of him who Tent him to you for a ſeaſon. 


He is , worthy to plant, and pluck up, When 
es. da wn 15," Thee? he doth all 


ſoever he pleaſes 
things Well. 


I am — * beholden to you; my conti- 


nual benefa for the words which you ſpoke in 
my favour, as they. were the means of procuring 
me — in a time of need. The Pills al- 


fo, 1 mo wilt be conducive to my bodily health; 


but reſpecting the ſtate of my ſoul, it is not in 
erſect ound O my friend, pray that it may 

* on the ſtretch for the livi Gop eve moment, 

till it be loſt in the boundleſs abyſs of his mercy. 


It is my one defire to be dead to the world 
alive to Goo —eſtranged from every thing beſide | 


my Feſus and him 7 


Madam, I have juſt time to bid you firewell, 
in the name of the Loxp jesus, hoping to hear 


good news from vou ſhortly. Gop grant a hap- 


py period to all your ered. pt and mine, fer 
CHRIST? s fake ! 4s 


"Tam Yours i in the Lon p, 4 


as ky earn! Wrars 41 
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| My. very dear Mrs. 2 7 8 


1 O.U R 3 aud Eitors to. me. afford matter 
fo. humble thankſulneſs: But in this I rejoice 
above all, that you deſire to. be found in the nar- 
row Way of bolineſs. My dear, bleſſed be Cob 
you know, CHRIST is the Way. Oh keep in him, 
e Ut ene nouriſhment, as a branch from 
Vine 1418 * 4 bo 

My much valued Gans. 1 8 expreſs my | 
obligations to you, as an unwearied benefaRtor. 
My adorable Loxp Ixsus reward you with all 


_ © the bleſſings he has purchaſed for you! Oh that 


your peace may flow as a river—that the Fountain 
of all happineſs. may give you rejoicing in him 


every moment! Oh that you” may abound in 


faith, whereby you can lay hold on CHRIST. in 
| "oy try ing Hows: for-all Jan Want! * 


ö « Active faith that works 3 


„ Cbnquers hell, and death, and fin--- 
_ © Sanftifies, and makes' you whole-—- | 


“ Forms the Saviour i in nd ſoul,” 


Bl bleſs G for reflering your health, HM 
. have much reaſon to praiſe his goodneſs for what 


I enjcy at preſent of health and Chriſtian friends. 
As to the ſtate of my ſoul, I am conſcious of a 
growth in grace. I think it is my one deſire to 
fathom all the depths of humble love. 4 find 
N g = 


— 


% 


LE 153 5) 
an ardent thirſt after the living a O my 
1 Ixs us, bm ſhall I "Ou 5 after thy 4 


n eee bones, 3p 
ſpirit flies [= 


To thee 
thee men | Wa 
9 Fg rs how far from thee it "HA 


Dear Jrevs, raiſe it higher. 


* * 
—, $4 4 


| 0 ths dear Siſter of: my ſoul, - may ' the Lads 
my Gop bleſs you, and very dear Mr. S 
with the "conſtant joy of his reconciled counte- 
nance, and the Gentleman who was the _— | 
ment of doing a poor ſtranger good. Will he 
pleaſed to accept my prayers? O thou bleed- 
ing Lamb, who bought him with 'thy precious 
blood, apply it te his — Cleanſe him from all 
fin by thy purifying faith?” Give bim thy: _ 
dom of — ane hereafter | N 
PAY | THERE 212.1 * ai Ya ik « 4 
May he „and you; and I be bleffd- 5 1 
ith peace to carnal minds bona apy ae | | 
And — — ſmiling Lon at laſt, „ 
And . fs 1 ; 
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A \ Hyma, | exhortin PEE to turn from the 
1 0 1 5 i "ov 'of hes 3 1 en 
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3 WA K l . call 
— How canſt thou ſleep, deluded worm? 
5 0 Awake, before thy ſtructure fall, 
Beat down by an eternal ſtorm: 3 * 
Awake before thou lift thine eyes 


In . with . eres. 


8 . ty righteouſneſs, bs 
With Mary ſeek ee 
| With Lot, eſcape the burning lake, 
That yawning Teles, large re. 
„ Difeover d not by mortal ſight, 
But . the 22 — MS. | 


3. by's bf ca gt wo: | #17 ary 
leof ſaddefpair, bed 
Where 1 mt e blofs, 5 
2 Aud blaſts the deathleſs rebels there, 
Scorch'd with an unextiniguiſh'd flame; 
Fed vin r er 


/ 34 * es 4 1 * 


W 5 | * Bee. 
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+ . 8 ſee vindictive wrath, 
Before the fire its prey ſhall ſeize! 
Fry bay the vengeance of that breath 
hich kindled firſt the furious blaze, 
When the rebellious hoſt was drivn, 
With flaming thunderbolts, from heav'n. 


5. Wiſely on earth your time nn . 
5 The day's at hand far ſpent the night — 
Prepoſt'rous men, do ye not ſem 
By force t'invade the Devięs right ? 
Ye drink the bane, reje& the cure, 
| Reſolv'd to make damnation dere 


6. As if ye long d for endleſs pains, | | 
5 Io dwell with dæmons in hell-fire--» | 
As if in love with death and chains, „ 
Ye gratify your hearts deſire-— 

All ſelf-denial trample down 


Refuſe the gate, and ſpurn the dern. 


1 
* I 
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7. Hurried away by headſtrong 8 
Ef God's grace diſdaining to e, . 5 
Nadly yeruſh thro eviry ill; ; 
But know, when this ſhort life i is o'er, 
Ye ſhall obtain your direreward, ö 


The wrath of an avenging LORD. 


} 8. Behold where howling victims lie! | 
They bite their e meg: graft their 
teeth! 
The gnawing worm that cannot die 
Inſlicts an everlaſting dean: 
Each darling ſin deſtrułtion brings, 
And like a * nous adder ſtings. 
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9. There 


. [ 


Cuy6) 


9. There pride; niniboefy 4 by bree 
; Deſire, unquetich'd-in Leis blood, 
Aller them not a moment's peace 
Like rav'nous wolves, bereav'd if food, 
The wretched captives howl and mourn, 
And ours cke hour that ey were born. 


10. There, parel's with thirſt, their burning 
tonguess 
Involie ene eveling drop in vin 6+ 
No gleam of hope to them belongs 
No mitigation of their pain- 
No period of their nmſery—- 
They burn thro” all . 


11. Infatuated ſouls; awake: DLL TC Gt 
_ Your fierce damnation ſſumbers not: 
 Almighty"Gov, for Jesv's ſake, 
That Lamb, once offer*d without ſpot, 
Ronſe-them from ſleep, :infenſible- © 
On the tremendous brink of hell. 


„ Befors the brittle ed bs role. — 5 
Before the day of grace is paſt 
Touch, and diſfolve the flinty rock -—- 

Extort the Moeurner's cry at laſt, 

« Where thall we fly? What ſhall bone, 

9 Such death, fuch hellih/ pains to Kuo 7? Pp 


13. Directed by 5 ficted word, 
We haſten to CRRIS T's ee ſide 
«© Whenee comes this fadtenchange;OLon D? 
We feel thy precious blood apply*d--- 
- © The fear of death, the love of fin, . 
" * * * brought” in. 


. 14. ® But 


( 157 ) 
24. But now thine phage pow'r exert--- - 
| Avenge us of the foe within--- +, 
„ Refiner, thoroughly convert---" + 
* Purge us from all our drofs and tin: 


«© Thou King of Kings, thine may we e be, 
66: In time, and in eternity 172 


Having once betend the 0 RD in prayer, that 
if it was his will ſhe ſhould compoſe hymns, he 
might then enable her to endite one expreſſive of 
_ own experience (at a time when ſhe fell from 

a great degree of grace) ſhe averr'd to me, 


that, with but little tation: n RO — 
We. the EOF: walten 65 
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A. VI ſanQify'd/ Children of Gov, |} 
Who lean on Immanuer's breaſt, | 
. moment beſprinkled with blood-— | 
+0 liberty. glorious poſſeſs d; 
Exult in the love of your Lonxp--- - 2 | 
Ille bids vou hold faſt till he come, | 
Nor lofe your eternal reward, e 
N or bondage ne reſume... 
| ri : 
2. Still wi the children = light. Fi 
- Your conſcience preſerve without ſtain ; : 
Be ſtrong in your Conqueror's might--- | 
| Be waſh'd in his-blood, and be clean: F 


— 2 — > 
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P Permit 1 


(158: ) 


Permit a backſlider to warn 
The faithful from evil to flee : 


Oh never to Egypt return, 


Nor fall from your Eden, like me. 
Once happy in Go, I could, . 


„My fins are remember'd no more.” 


The LozD was my refuge, and ſtay, 


My fortreſs, my ſhield, and my tow'r: 


My heart, as the garden of Gop, 


Was water'd with ſtreams from above; 


The cup of my comfort o'erflow?d--- 


My* paſſions were govern'e by love. 


8 No wind of temptation ſevere 


Diſturbꝰd the calm ſea in my breaſt--- 
No evil apparent was there 
No motion of ſin did moleſt. 


| But, why did I not perſevere ? 


Was I, till allur'd 


Oh, why did Iflacken my pace ? 


SuſpeQing no evil was near, 
I to Satan transform'd gave place. 


As Bee, in her primitive ſtate, 
With innocent | erp bleſt, 
the bait, 
Then alſo, like tt: I tranſgreſs'd. 


Accurſed temptation, which brought 


Confuſion, diſorder, and pain! 


Come, Jxsus, extirpate the*thought--- 


Extinguiſh the peſtilent flame, 


While conſtant my vigil J kept, 
Inceffant and fervent my pray'r, 
In ſafety T woke and I flept, 
Preſerv'd from the enemy's ſnare ; 5 
| ut 
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But once, in an unguarded hour, 
The Tempter injected his bane - 
A captive I fell to his pow'r--- - 
Was conquer'd at laſt, and was fin, 


; 7 Now daily. almoſt I perceive _ 
The monſter once dead to revive ; 
Afflicted, tormented, I grieve, 
And, ſhorn of my vigour, 1 ſtrive 
I'D fight and to vanquiſh my foe ; 
But oh, thou Almighty, exert 
The pow'r that will quickly od erthrow 
| Theſe ſatanic holds in my heart! 


8. Eradicate thou the ſharp thorn - “ 

5 5 Avenge me of evil within; 1 
With weeping, till then, muſt I mourn, 
Deteſting myſelf and my fin: 
With thee is ſalvation, O Loxp, 

And, therefore, to thee do I come, 

Command that the dead be reſtor'd, 

- And backſliding Iſrael brought home. 


r — 5 


9. The wound that was putrified long, 
S Bind up, and the balſam apply, 
Then ſhall I be taught the new ſong 
Of all the redeem'd in the ſæy: 
Ye debtors to JIxsus's grace, 
With you U in praiſes ſhall vie, 
For Gop will again ſhew his face, 
Nor ſuffer his mourner to die. 


10. What hymns of 1 thankſgiving are due ! 
Join with me, ye angelic throng, 
Redeem'd from more vilenefs than you, 
E owe a TL rut | 
I laud ES 
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I laud the eternal I Au- 

The COMFORTER ever adore--- 
Salvation aſcribe to the Laws, 
With whom I ſhall reign evermore, 


- 
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| Ha, AP p Y foul what. canſt Row hiker 
Midſt all theſe various ſounds? 
_ Je8vus charms my lining eat 
With joy my heart abounds, _ 
Thunder, hail,, and tempeſts roar--- 
Trumpet forth IMManuEzL's name; 
Drawn by Mercy's ſweeter lure, 
28 know no other theme. 


CE Ha py ſoul, what canſt thou learn 
15 rom all "that feeds the eye * | » 
Only Jxsus 1 diſcern--- 3 
He ſhines thro earth and ſæy: 
Radiant orbs, and beauteous flow'rs, 
Sparkling diamonds ſeem to 7 
“ Glory to our glorious Obs 
* Who gives eternal day.“ 


3. Jesvs, thou art all in e * 
| Thy love ſurpaſſes wine; 
In honey, vinegar, and gall, Fr | 
taſte thy love divine; * 5 
Seas'ning 
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Seas ning all our. earthly food, 
The curſe incurr'd 5 ſin departy— | 
Ev'ry creature leads to G, 
Who banquets in our hearts. 0 


4. Caſſia, myrrh, an frankincenſe, 
Their ſpicy odours breathe--- — 4 
5 Rich perfumes they all dif] 1 4 
But oh ! how far beneath 
CRRIST, the lilly of the vale / 
In fragrant fields, and gardens gay, | 
Sharon's roſe, well pleas'd, I ſmell, (ECTS 
More ſweet by far than they. 


. What delights my feeling ſenſe 
x. Doth Ixs v's goodneſs prove 5 
Still I feel his love immenſe, 
Where'er I reſt, or rove: 
In downy bed, or 'balmy Wt 164: 11. 
The ſcorching ſun, or cooling tide, 
Faith can find its object there : 
My Jesus crucified. 


6. Whate“er I hear, & de wiv bie, e 
* 5 Whate'er I ſmell, or feel, . 
CHRIS r's my muſic; light, and feat 15 
My roſe, and pillow ſtill: ! 
In him I always live and move— 
Exerciſe thy ſenſes five, 
O my ſoul, and let thy love, | 
| Be fervent,” and alive. 


7. Omnipreſent Lorp, my Gov, 
I can no longer doubt; | 
Now I feel thy precious blood, e | 
And loud Hoſannahs ſhout + | = 


% p 8 
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Glory, hotivut, thanks and praiſe 

1 Be render'd to the ſacred THREZI 

Praiſe employ my happy days 
And-blefsd erent! fl 


-" = 2 2 *L 


A Hymn, in honour of Jzovs. 
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J ESUS, thou odorifrous name ! 


he: raviſh'd Choirs tranſporting theme! 


Thou object, worthy of all love, 


In and by whom the Cherubs move, 
Grant propitious ſmiles, while Go” 
Struck with glory, 
Fall before thee, 


Holy, Holy, Holy, HE 


My Loxp, my ſin-atoning EH): bis. ns 


Apply thy efficacious blood 


_ Extirpate now indwelling fin, 7 8 


. 


And make me glorious all within: | 
Change the crimſon white as ſnow--- 
All thy merit 

Graſps my ſpirit, 
Only thee reſolv'd to know. 


Conſtrain'd by energy divine 


To call my JIxsvs ever mine, 
I languiſh to be all like thee, 
Till loſt in thy immenſity : : 


12, SE Struggling: 


. (16s: ) 
Struggling into thy dear breaſt, 


LosRD, [| enter, _ 
And there center, 


Happy in thy glorious reſt. 


I wait till wafted up to thee, 
O thou myſterious One in Three; 


By love's incircling arms careſs, 
And with a view of glory bleſs'd, 


Now I Abba, Father, cry--- 
The ſame bleſſing, 
Without ceaſi 

Pour on all below the 47 


In each the carnal mind transform 


Suſpend the will's impetuous ſtorm ; 


Let our extinguiſh” d paſſions feel 


Thy pow'r, and hear thee ſay, © Be fil: 1 


Let the nations own thy ſway--- 
Reign victorious, | 
Jesvs glorious, 


Let thy ſubjects all obey. 


Each boſom ents inſpire 
With-hallow'd, ſin-conſuming fire : 


Diſſolve each tt heart 


Diffuſe thy life thro? ev ry part ; 
Till our nature's pow'rs ſhall own 
Only Jesus 
Truly precious, | 
| Who has chang'd the heart of Gas | 


Then ballelujahs ſhall we raiſe 
Superior to Angelic lays, 

V/hilft we adore a bleeding G. N 
Who bought, and cleans'd us with his dogs 
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